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PREFACE

The Central to E-Saan Thai Dictionary is our attempt to assemble in one book the
scattered information and expertise of the Northeastern Thai language that exists in
the Peace Corps. We hope that Peace Corps Volunteers will find it a useful reference
source.

A word of thanks to the Training Staff : Ajaan Napasri Maneewong and Ajaan
Sutthiya Sueppha who were responsible for putting this dictionary together.

It has always been difficult to find a good solid source of information on the North-
eastern thai language, and since this is our first artempt in a very limited time this
dictionary is far from perfect. There will be a need to revise it in the future; so comments
and suggestions from the readers would be appreciated.

Training Office
Peace Corps/Thailand
October 25, 1986




Introduction

This Central to E-Saan Thai Dictionary is developed primarily for use of Peace Corps
Volunteers working in the Northeastern part of Thailand who want to learn the E-Saan
Thai. Even though the E-Saan Thai dialect may be a little different from province
to province. the differences exist only on some tones and some vocabulary. So, aithough
this dictionary is based on the E-Saan spoken in Ubon, it will be applicable to the
other provinges in the Notrheast as well.

Words in the dictionary are based on words from the Silent Way charts which are in
Central Thai. Most of the words in the dictionary are functional vocabulary; the
usage of each word has been shown in a sample sentence. Since the E-Saan Thai
dialect has no written script, the Central Thai alphabet has been used to represent
E-Saan Thai sounds.

We have had to break some rules for sounds which can not be represented by the
ordinary Central Thai spelling system, i.e., the “g” instead of “u” is used to represent
the sound *‘y”’ (nasal in this dialect).

Tone markers are used differently in some words which do not exist in Central Thai
in order to represent the tones in this dialect.

Our problems are further complicated by the existence of another tone. So, in E-Saan
there are 6 tones. Below are some examples of how these tones are shown in the
dictionary

Central Thai E-Saan

fusnd (mid-low) %uﬁn-f (falling-rising)
Titea (mid-falling) Tty (mid-mid)

Wuva (rising-low) Wuta (rising-rising)

Vi (high-high) v (falling-falling)
Some of them are close to those of the Central Thai. General rules for tones are :
Examples :

Central Thai E-Saan Central Thai E-Saan

mid mid 1, fiu 14, A

falling g, u fu, W




Central Thai E-Saan Central Thai E-Saan

low mid i, 1h a1, 11
rising qn, $9a gn, ¥a
falling mid 61, i 53, M
falling th, dw i, thu
high falling 1, 1 14, u
rising rising 1y u, wy

General rules for consonants :

Central Thai E-Saan
¥ %
2 a
] ' g
] ‘2,8

(* most of the words, not all, are presented by these letters)
A Note On Vowels :
In some places, the people say i- v instead of & o e.g.

- -
yIve............ SINY
&
LOBecerconrens 1wy
- -4
NAB.wve. AU

The authors hope that the writing system used here will be practical. Since this is the
first attempt at an E-Saan Thai Dictionary, the authors would appreciate any comments
and suggestions from the readers.

Sutthiya Sueppha
Napasri Maneewong
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