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SHONA BASIC COURSE

PREFACE

Shona 1is one of the two principal languages
of Rhodesla, and extends also 1into adjacent areas
of Mdzambique. It consists of a number of dialects,
but a standardized form of the language, based on
the Zezuru, Manyika, and Korekore dialects, is gen-
erally used in printed materials. These dialects
differ from one another in pronunciation (including
tones) and in vocabulary, but they are in general
agreement with respect to the underlying grammatical
system. One feature of this book 1s the attempt to
represent simultaneously in the transcription sever-
al different pronunciations, 1in tone as well as in
vowels and consonants.

The present volume 1is one of a series of short
Basic Courses 1n selected African languages, prepar-
ed by the Foreign Service Institute, under an agree-
ment with the Office of Education, Department of
Health, Education, and Welfare, under provisions of
the National Defense Education Act. It 1is 1intended
to give the student a start in Shona, providing him
with dialogues that relate to some of the situations
in which he is likely to use the language, as well
ags with systematic practice on all major points of
grammar. Emphasis is placed on leading the student
to assume 1increasing amounts of responsibility and
initiative as he progresses through the book.

The linguist in charge of this project has been
Earl W. Stevick. Shona texts, exercises, and tape
voicings were furnished by Mr. and Mrs. Matthew
Mataranyika. The tape recordings which accompany
this course were prepared in the language laboratory
of the Foreign Service Institute under the direction
of Gabriel Cordova.

At

Howard E. Sollenberger, Dean
School of Language and Area Studies
Foreign Service Institute
Department of State
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FOREWORD
Certain comments may be useful concerning the content and
the form of this course.

Shona Basic Course is intended for general use by adult

foreigners who want to learn Shona. Since however there exist
several important varieties of the language, with clear standard-
ization only in regard to orthography, it is strictly speaking
impossible to write a course in 'Shona'. This book is based on
the speech of two individuals, representing Manyika varieties

of Shona, but with certain systematic emendations in the direction
of the more central dialects. BAmple space has been left between
the lines so that each user of the book may add further changes

in accordance with the usage of his own teacher.

The Shona dialogues and exercises were assembled during an
intensive but brief period of collaboration in the summer of
1963. Further organization and editing were in the hands
of the American member of the team, who assumes full respon-
sibility for errors of fact, form, and organization.

The writers gratefully acknowledge the help gained from

consulting An Analytical Grammar of Shona, by G. Fortune, and

Standard Shona Dictionary, edited by M. Hannan.

Washington, D. C.
June, 1965
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UNIT 1

BASIC DIALOGUE In this dialogue, a married man (Role A) and
a married woman (Role B) exchange perfunctory greetings. The
time is morning.

A procedure for use wlth each new basic dialogue.

1. The student should not look at the dialogue until
after he has learned to pronounce it very well. He should
not even glance at it prief}y. If he looks at 1t too soon, he
will almost certalnly hear — or think he hears — the sounds
for which the letters stand in English or in some other Euro-
pean language. If he walts until after he has learned to
pronounce the Shona, he will have glven hls ear an opportunity
to hear the sounds as they are really pronounced by his tutor.

2. Listening to the dialogue.

The tutor should begin by reading the entire dla-
logue aloud two or three times. The student should listen
carefully, wilthout trying to repeat. The tutor should speak
at all times at a normal conversatlonal speed. He should avoid
speaklng more slowly or more distinctly than he would ever speak
wilth other persons for whom Shona 1s the mother tongue.

3. Learning to repeat the sentences after the instructor.

The tutor should say the first sentence at normal
speed, and let the students imitate him. If thelr imitation is
completely correct, he should than go on to the next sentence.

a. If the sentence seems to be too long, the tutor
should pronounce one small part of it, then a slightly longer
part, and finally the entire sentence. For example, the sen-
tence /varara zvavo zvakanaka/ might be built up as follows:

varara
varara zvavo

varara zvavo zvakanaka
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The sentence /varara senyl vapwere/ might be built up as
follows:

senyil
varara senyil
varara senyi vapwere

b. If a student still makes a mistake in pronuncia-
tion, the tutor should correct him by repeating correctly the
word that the student mispronounced. So, for example:

Tutor: Ndaréré‘zvéngu.
Student: Ndarars' zhangu. [a mistake]
Tutor; Zvéngu.
Student: Zvéngu.
Tutor: Ndaréré‘zvéngu.
Student: Ndaréré\zvéngu.
All the sentences in the dialogue should be treated in this way.

4. Learning the meanings of the sentences.

Up to this point, the student has not been told the
meanings of the sentences he is practicing. If he is told the
meanings too soon, he will have a very strong tendency to use
English Intonations on the sentences.

Now the tutor should say the first sentence, and have
the students repeat it after him. Then he should give the equi-
valent English sentence, and the students should reply with
the Shona sentence. If the students make any mistakes at all,
the tutor should say the Shona sentence again and have them
repeat 1t after him.

Each sentence should be treated in this way, until
the students can give the Shona sentences promptly and without
error.

5. Reading aloud.

Now, for the first time, students should open theilr
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books and read aloud after the tutor. When they can do this
easily, they may practice reading aloud independently.

6. Memorizing the dialogue.

Students! books should again be closed. The tutor
should assume one of the roles in the dialogue, and have the
students take the other role. Then he should take the second
role and have the students take the first. Finally, the stu-
dents should take both roles, Thils kind of practice should
continue until each student is able to take elther role in the
dialogue without having to look at 1it.

(- =~ .- =<1

A Mangwénani maX. Good morning (madam).
[ - -7 -7

B Mangwanani baba. Good morning (sir).
(- -]

A Mwarara here? [How] did you sleep?
N

B Ndarara zvangu. (I slept) [fine].
[ - 7 - = ]

B Varira senyl vapwere? How did the children

sleep?
A Vardra zvavo zvakanaka. They slept well.

In the English equivalents for Shona expre§sions in this
course, use is made of [ 1, ( ), and ( ). Square
brackets [ ] enclose English words which have no counterpart
in the Shona, but which are needed in order to make a
translation into idiomatic English. Parentheses ( ) enclose
words which are English counterparts of something in the Shona
sentence, but which would not ordinarily be used 1n the English
equlivalent. Parentheses with single quotes are used to indicate
a literal English version of a sentence.
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1. A note on syllable accent in Shona.

In the sentenceslof the basic dialogue, certaln syllables
will strike the student s ear as belng more prominent than
others. Some of the differences in prominence will prove to be
due to differences 1n musical pitch. Pitch differences will
be discussed in later notes. Some of the relative prominence
of syllables, however, 1s due to physical characteristics other
than pitch. Compare the sentences:

Myarara here?
Ndarara zvangu.

If one ignores the pitches of the syllables, one will
st11ll find a kind of prominence which is assoclated with the
syllable /he/ in the first sentence and with /zva/ in the
second. As far as pitch is concerned, /he/ is relatively low,
while /zva/ is relatively high. What the two syllables have
in common, then, is not pitch. It is rather a combination
of extra force of articulation and extra duration. This kind
of prominence will be called t'accent.! The accent generally
falls on the next to last syllable before a pause. In some
styles of speech, the physical realization of accent is a
quite noticeable prolongation of the vowel of the syllable.
The student should notice whether this is true of his own tutor.

2. A note on tones and on ways of representing them in writing.

The third and fourth sentences in the dlalogue are alike
in that each has five syllables, and that the next to last syl-
lable of each is accented. They differ however in their pitch
patterns:

[ - -]

Mwarara here?

[ - - - ]

Ndarara zvangﬁ.
Pitch differences of this kind are of great importance

in Shona. Sometimes, pitch is the only audible difference be-
tween two words of entirely different meanings:

y
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[ = 7]

nhanga Tpumpkin?

[ - -1

nhanga tyard?

[ - - -]

kuchera tto digt
[ --1

kuchera 1to draw [water]?

Even more important, and more complicated, is the part which
tone plays 1in determining the grammatical function of words in
sentences:

(. _1

munda Ifieldld

[ - ]

munda it is a fielqdt?

[ 7~ _1

vaenda tthey wentt?
[- 7 _1

vaenda t[those] who wentt
[T - -]

vaenda tthey having gone,

when they have gonet

It will be noted that three or four different pitch
levels are indicated, even in the short sentences which have
been used in the above examples. Longer sentences would be
found to have even more different levels., All of the levels may
be summarized in terms of two entities, which will be called
ftones.! The names of the two tones are thight and 'low!. The
tones are defined primarily in terms of their relative musical
pltches, but they also differ from one another in voice quality,
and also in loudness.

Any syllable 1s said to have high tone if it has no-
ticeably higher pitch than an adjacent syllable. The syllables
with high tone are marked with an acute accent:

5
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[ -~ - = -]

4 ’
Ndarara zvangu.

A syllable is also sald to have high tone if it has
the same pitch as an adjacent high tone. An example is the
last syllable of:

[ - 7 7]

vapwéreé

A syllable that does not have high tone is said to have
low tone. A low toned syllable may be indicated either by a
grave accent mark, or by the absence of any accent mark over
the vowel:

A Y 7’ ’ ’ 4
vapwere or vapwere

The student will have noted that acute and grave accents
are not the only marks which appear over the vowels in the basic
dialogue. The reason is that, although all speakers of Shona
use high and low tones, they do not all agree in the tone to be
asslgned to each syllable. Variations in use of the tones con-
stitute one of the most interesting set of differences among
the Shona dialects.

In a course of this kind, it would be impossible to
represent all of the tonal patterns that may be heard in various
parts of Mashonaland. In order to increase the usefulness of
the book, however, an attempt has been made to show at least
two major systems of tone use. One of these 1s characteristic
of a relatively central area, while the other is more typical
of eastern practice.

In interpreting the marks ¥ and = , the student should
imagine a line running vertically through the center of the
symbole
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If the tutor is from the eastern area, he 1s likely to use
the tone indicated by the right-hand half of each of these
symbols (respectively high and low). If he is from the more
central part of the country, he is likely to pronounce the
tones indicated by the left half of each symbol (respec-
tively low and high). Thus, the word /varéré/ would be pro-
nounced /varara/ farther west, and /varara/ farther east.

The word /néchipd/ fand a gift' would be /néchipd/ or
/nechipo/.

To put the same matter in another way, students working
with eastern tutors will find that there are two different
symbols for high tone: " and ¥ s and that there are two symbols
for low tone: (or absence of tone mark) and * Students
whose tutors come from farther west will also find two symbols
for high tone, but these will be ~ and ~, while the symbols

v

for low tone will be ' (or absence of tone mark) and V.

In a few words, tonal variation is known to exist, but
for some reason cannot be reliably referred to the rough east-

¢

west dichotomy. Such syllables are marked with the symbol .

The line dividing the area where the pronunciation
/varara/ 1s used from the area where /varara/ is used does not
coincide exactly with the line that separates /nechlpo/ from
/nechips/. So these double markings (¥ and ~) for tone must
be used with caution, the student noting in every instance what
his own tutor says. It 1s thought, however, that this system
of tone writing will be usable with only small modifications
with a very large number of Shona speakers.

3. A note on the representation of dialect variation in
vowels and consonants.

To a large extent, the vowels and consonants remain
constant throughout the Shona area, but there are a few excep-
tions. Thus, the word that means %you (pl.) slept! is pro-
nounced /mwarara/ in some places and /marara/ in others. The
fact that the sound for which /w/ stands is omitted by some
speakers 1s symbolized by placing a , under the letter: mwarara.

Another variation in the use of consonants may be illus-

trated by the word /varara/ tthey slept!. In Manyika, this
word is pronounced exactly like /warara/ the slept!. The

7
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letter /v/ (when not adjacent to another consonant letter)
stands for the same sound as /w/ in Manyika. In other dialects,
/v/ stands for a sound which is absent from Manyika. The
phonetic nature of this sound will be discussed in a later note.

A third kind of dialect variation is illustrated by the
word /nomwana/ tand a child.! In some areas, including Manyika,
the pronunciation is /nemwana/. The fact that two different
vowels (or consonants) may be used is symbolized by placing
a , under the letter: ngmwana.

4, A note on velarized consonants.

The student should listen again to the words /mangwanani/,
/mwarara/ (if pronounced with the /w/), and /vapwere/. The
sounds represented by /ngw/, /mw/, and /pw/ are like the sounds
written /ng/, /m/, and /p/ except that there is an extra element
which may be called ¥velarization.? The precise phonetic value
of velarization depends on the consonant which it accompanles.

Thus, in /ngw/ 1t is pretty much what one might call a
'w sound!. In /pw/, it may sound like a /k/ or a scraping
sound (a voiceless velar fricative). In /mw/ it may sound like
the last sound in English !song!, or like a w-sound, or it may
even include a slight tsmacking! of the lips. In general,
velarization consists of some kind of backing and raising of the
tongue toward the soft palate (velum), with or without resul-
tant stoppage or friction. The letter w written after another
consonant letter 1s the symbol for velarization.

5. A note on the pronunciation of /v/.

When the letter v is not adjacent to some other conso-
nant letter, 1t may stand for any of three sounds, depending
on dialects

In a major part of the central area, it stands for a
voiced labiodental sound which 1s not a stop and, i1f a frica-
tive, has very 1light friction. It contrasts both with the
velar /w/ and with the voiced and voiceless labiodental frica-
tives written/vh/and/f/

Other speakers use a sound much like the one Just de-
scribed except 1t is bilabial instead of labiodental.

8
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In the Manylka area, this letter stands for the same
sound as the letter w.

6. A note on the pronunciation of zv.

Perhaps the most difficult sound in the basic dialogue
for Unit 1, from the point of view of the European student,
is the one written zv. This sound contrasts with z, with zh
(similar to the middle consonant sound of measure), and with zw.
The consonant zv is produced by pronouncing simultaneously
Shona v (see Note 5 above) and Shona z. That is to say, the
lips are brought very near to one another, but without touching
one another, during the pronunciation of z.

This same kind of articulation, with simultaneous friction
at the tongue tip and at the lips, is found with all Shona
consonants whose spelling includes elther s or z followed by v.

T. A note on the pronunciation of /h/.

The student should listen carefully to the pronuncia-
tion of h in the word /heré/. The English sound at the be-
ginning of the word hair is an unvoiced sound. The Shona
sound in /heré/ is like it except that it is voiced and that
it always has low pitch. These characteristics may cause it
to impress the student as theavyl.

The letter h stands for this kind of sound except in
the combinations sh, zh, ch, vh.

8. A note on a tonal alternation.

It was stated in Note 2 that the rules governing the
tones of syllables are somewhat complex in Shona. One such
rule is illustrated by the difference between the tonal pat-
terns of the first words in the phrases /mwarara here/ and
/ndarara zvangu/. If pronounced by itself, /ndarara/ has the
same tones as /mwarara/, i.e. /ndarara/. If the sentence
/ndarara zvangu/ is pronounced very slowly, with a pause be-
tween the words, /ndarara/ may still have this tone pattern.
But when a verb form ends with two or more consecutive high
tones, and 1s followed immediately by a word that begins with
a high tone, then the last high tone of the verb i1s replaced
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by low tone:

/ndarara/ plus /zvangu/ is pronounced /ndarara zvangu/.

This alternation will be written /ndarird’ zvangu/. (Practice

on this point will be found in Unit 2.)

10
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UNIT 2

BASIC DIALOGUE In this dialogue, a woman (Role A) and a
man (Role B) are greeting one another in the morning. These
greetings are a bit more formal than those in the dialogue
of Unit 1.

Remember that the student should:

IListen first, book closed.

Then imitate without knowlng the
meanings of the new sentences.

Then imitate as he learns the meanings.

Then open his book and read aloud.

Then learn to take both roles.

shéwe courteous form of
address used by
women
[ - -7 Z ]
A Mangwananl shewe. Good morning}!
chlrombdwe courteous form of
address used by
men
[ - -7 —- -]
B Mangwanani chiIrombowe. Good morningt?
[ -, =71
A Mwarara here? [How] did you sleep?
alwa courteous expression
of diffidence or
dissent
zvitambd fit, having 1life
(N7 -~ 7]
B Aiwa zvitambo. Oh, very well indeed.
mhuri (9,10) family

11
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[ -~ ° - -]

B Mhurl yar¥r¥ zvakdndka heré? How did the family sleep?

[ 7= =7 - 271

A Var¥ra zvavo zvakanaka. They slept fine.

l. A note on the use of the macron as a tone mark.

The word /chirombéwe/ when pronounced by itself has
low tone on the first syllable. In the second sentence in
this dialogue, i1t has high tone.

In general, when a word that ordinarily begins with
a series of two or more consecutive low tones is preceded by
a word that ends in a high tone, then the first syllable of
the second word has high tone:

/mangwanani/ plus /chirombowe/ is /mangwanani
chirombowe/
In such instances, the syllable at the beginning of the sec-
ond word 1is marked with a macron, as in the second sentence
of the dialogue. This 'raising'? of certain low tones will
soon become habitual with the student, so that the writing
of macrons willl be discontinued in the later units.

In some forms of Shona, including Ndau, this raising
of low after high extends to all the low ftones in a seriles
except for the very last:

N rd NN N ~ AY Ay
Ndiri kuenda kumunda.
18 pronounced:

\ I d N\ \ \ N N
Ndiri kuenda kumunda.

or:
\. .I /7 7/ AN N ~ ~
Ndiri kuenda kumunda.

or:
N rd rard / rd 4 N
Ndiri kuenda kumunda.

12
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2. A note on the pronunciation of /mh/.

The sound written mh as in /mhuri/ is pronounced as
a sequence of/m/followed by the kind of/h/that was described
in Unit 1, Note 7. Like/h/, this sound has low pitch. The
sound written/nh/is pronounced analogously.

3. A note on subject prefixes.

Each of the verbs that have been met so far contains
a Isubject prefixt:

ndarara I slept
myarara you (pl. or honorific) slept
varir} they slept

The stem of the verb that means 'to sleep? is /réré/. The
first /a/ in each of these verb forms is characteristic of
past tense forms. The subject prefixes are represented in
these words by /nd/ %1%, /my/ tyou (pl)?!, and /v/ ttheyt.
The form of these prefixes will be discussed more fully in
Unit § , Note 1 .

It should be noted also that the third person sub-
Ject prefix has a high tone, while the first and second
person prefixes have low tone.

The personal subject prefixes for use in this tense
are the following:

Singular Plural
1 nd- t-
2 w- mw-
3 #(lack of any v-"

’

prefix) or w-

13
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The noun /mhuri/ ffamily!, even though it refers to
a group of persons, is not a member of the personal class.
Accordingly, there is a different subject prefix /y—/ that
goes with it. Note that this prefix, like the other prefixes
for third person, has high tone.

4, A note on the use of the forms /zvangu/, /zvavo/, /zvayo/.

Both of the following sentences would be translated
into English as !I sleptt:

’ 4
Ndarara.

’ 7\ ’
Ndarara zvangu.

The usual equivalent that 1s glven for /zvangu/ as 1t is
used here is tas for me, in my fashion.! The effect of
using it in the above example is to make what one says more
gentle or more respectful., The same is true for /zvayo/,
/zvévé/, and the corresponding forms for other persons,
numbers and classes.

In Manyika, the corresponding words used in this
way begin with /h/, instead of /zv/.

5. A preliminary note on the principle of concord.

In the second group of materials for systematic
practice, the following sentences appear:

Vapwéré var¥ri'zvavo. The children slept.
Mhuri yariri' zvayo. The family slept.
The differences between the second words, and between the
third words 1n these sentences represent ways in which these
words agree with, or are !in concord with! the first word of

the sentence. This kind of agreement plays a very large
part in the grammar of Shona.

14
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Exerclse 1. Reading aloud without the help of tone marks.
First, the student should read each of the words and phrases
aloud and the tutor should tell him whether the tones are
right, If they are, the student should write them, using

* for high tone and " for low tone. Other tone marks

(Y, 7, 7) should not be written by the student.

mangwanani alwa

zvitambo baba

zZvavo mhuri yarara
varara varara here?
mwarara mwarara here shewe?

Materials for systematlic practice. Group 1.

A procedure for use with substitution drills.

A large number of the practice materials in this book
are organized in such a way that each sentence is partly like
the one that immediately precedes it. An example 1is to be
found below in the first group of sentences for systematic
practice.

1. The tutor says each sentence. The students repeat it
after him until they are able to do so easily and correctly.

2, The class goes through the same sentences again, making
sure that everyone understands the meaning of each sentence,

3. The tutor says the first sentence, and then the word
from the column of fcue words?, opposite the second sentence.
One of the students should reply with the second sentence.
The tutor then gives the cue word from the third line, and
so on through the entire series. Thus:

Tutors Mwaréré hereé?
Classs Mwarara heré?
Tutors: Sényi.

15
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Student A:  Myarara sényi?

Tutor: Zvakanaka.

Student B: Mwaréré zvakanaka here?

Tutor: Ndarara.

Student C: Ndarara zvakanaka.

Tutor: Zvéngu.

Student D: Ndaréré‘zvéngu.

ete.

The drill has been completed when the student can
respond in this way, easily and correctly, to all the items
from the column of fcuest.

For review of the same material without a live tutor,
the student may make use of an opaque card with a notch cut

out of one corner:

’ ’ ’
senyl Mwarara senyi?

'd ’
zvakanaka

When the card 1is in this position the student is
expected to produce the sentence which 1s concealed by
the top of the card. When he has done so, or attempted to
do so, he then pulls the card downward just far enough to
expose the sentence that he was to have produced:

’ 4 4
senyi Myarara senyi?
d ’ ’ ’ 4 ’ U4
zvakanaka Myarara zvakanaka here?
,r 7
ndarara

16
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Having done so, he receives immediate confirmation or cor-
rection of his own response and is simultaneously presented
with the next cue (ndarara).

If the card is turned over so that the notch is on
the right hand side, the English sentences may be used as a
second set of cues.

Materials for systematic practice. Group 1.

The general purpose of these sentences is to provide the
student with an occasion to practice new sentences which
contain no new words.

In going through this drill, the student must be
careful to distinguish between the tonal patterns /rara/
before low tone and /rara/ before high tone.

Myarara hereé? Did you (pl.) sleep?
sé@yi Mwaréréfségyi? How did you (pl.) sleep?

zvakanaka Mwaréré zvakanaka heré? Did you (pl.) sleep well?

ndarara Ndardara zvakanaka. I slept well,

zvéngu Ndaréré\zvéngu. I slept.

zvakanaka Ndarara zvakanaka. I slept well.

warara Warara zvakanaka heré? Did you (sg.) sleep well?
sépyi Waréré\sépyi? How did you (sg.) sleep?
heré Warara heré? Did you (sg.) sleep?

zvakanaka Wardra zvakanaka heré? Did you (sg.) sleep well?

tarara Tarara zvakanaka. We slept well.

17
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A procedure for use with transformation drills.

The second group of material for systematic practice
consists of three columns. Column 1 consists of cues,
Column 2 contains one series of sentences, and Column 3
contains a different series of sentences.

In drill with materials of this kind, Columns 1
and 2 should be used as a substitution drill (see the pro-
cedure outlined above for substitution drills). Then
Columns 1 and 3 should be used together in the same way,
omitting Column 2. Finally, the tutor gives the cue, one
student gives sentences from Column 2, and another replies
with the sentences from Column 3. In this way, sentences
from the substitution drills are combined into a series
of little two-line conversations.

Materials for systematic practice. Group 2.

In this series of sentences, the student must pay
special attention to the use of /yar¥r¥/ and /zvayo/ in
sentences with /mhuri/, but /var¥r¥/ and /zvavo/ in the
other sentences,.

1Did the children sleep?! tThe children slept.!
Vapwéré var¥ry heré? Vapwéré varErs' zvavd.
baba Babé varir¥ heré? Babd var¥ri' zvavo.
maf Ma{ vaAr¥r¥ heré? Ma{ variry zvavo.
babd na mi{ Baba na ma{ var¥r¥ heré? Baba na mai vAriri zvavo.
mhuri Mhuri yarir¥ heré? Mhuri yar¥rd zvayo.
vapwére Vapwéré var¥r¥ heré? Vapwére varird zvavo.

18
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UNIT 3

UNIT 3
BASIC DIALOGUE
[ -7 -- _ -3
A Masikati muzvare.
PV I
B Masikati shewe.
[ - 7 - -7 7 -1
B Mwaswera here shewe?
[ - - - - - -_1
A Ndaswera zvangu kana
[- - ;-1
waswerawo.
- 7 7 -7 -1
A Baba vaswera senyi?
L, .- 7 =77-1
B Vaswera zvavo zvirinane.

l. The tonal classes of verbs.

Compare the sentences:
4 ’ ’
Mwarara here?

’ ’
Mwaswera here?

Good (mid-)day, (Miss).

Good (mid)day.

[How] have you spent the
day?

Fine, and you? (!I have
spent the day if you have
spent the day also.?)

How has your father spent
the day?

He is better [thank you].
(tHe spent the day better.t)

Speakers of Shona from the extreme eastern and south-
eastern parts of Rhodesia are likely to say /mwaswérd heré/.
For such speakers, the two phrases cited above will not
illustrate the point being made in this note, but the isolated
words /mwarara/ and /myaswera/ will.

The forms /mwarara/ and /myaswéra/ are only one out of
hundreds of pairs of forms of these same verbs which differ
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in tone. About half of the verbs in the language behave
tonally in one way, while almost all the rest behave in
another way. One group (illustrated by /mwarara/) are called
thigh verbs?; the other (illustrated by /mwaswera/) are $low
verbs.?

In citing verbs, it is customary to use the infinitive
form, which for high and low verbs alike begins with /ku/.

2. A note on the courteous formula %if you alsot,

In the dialogue and in Exercise I/ are found the
sentences?

4 ' d 4 rd
Ndaswera zvangu kana mwaswerawo.

4 ’ 4 4 rd
Ndaswera zvangu kana mwararawo.

Literally, these sentences would be translated 1I slept (or
spent the day) if you slept (or spent the day) also.?! This
formula is widely used in reply to polite inquiries.

The forms /mwaswera/ and /mwarara/ used in the sec-
ond half of this formula are tonally and grammatically dif-
ferent from /mwaswéra/ and /mwararé/ which are used in the
questions. This difference will be discussed in greater de-
tail in Units 27 ff. . In the meantime, these forms, if
pronounced as shown above, provide another example of tonal
difference between corresponding forms of a high verb (/kurard/)
and a low verb (/kuswera/).

Some speakers in the east will pronounce high verbs and
low verbs alike in thls form:

/mwésweréwo/, but also /myéraréwo/.

3. A note on the honorific use of the plural.

The noun /babé/ is §ingular both in its form and
in its meaning. The verb /vaswera/, however, begins with
the third person plural subject prefix /va-/.

20



Similarly, only one person is being addressed in
the third line of the basic dialogue for this unit, yet the
second person plural subject prefix /my/ 1s used.

In both the second and the third person, the plural
may be used as a mark of respect when speaking to or about
one person.

Sentences for systematic practice, Group 1,

The following paired questions and answers should
be learned thoroughly, since they will be heard very fre-
quently in everyday 1life. If the tutor uses different
gsentences in place of the ones shown here, then those sen-
tences should be learned also,

The question and the answer in each pair imply that
the person inquired about has not been completely well recently.

The alternative answers to the first two questions
reflect the fact that verb forms with /mwa-/, while literally
plural, may be used as a mark of respect’when talking to only
one person.

The third person forms of the high verb in this exer-
cise are pronounced elther /varara/ (easterly) or /varara/
(westerly). This dialectal variation is symbolized by writing
/var¥rd/ (Unit 1 Note 2 ).

But even in those geographical areas where the pro-
nunclation /varara/ is used before low tone or at the end of
a sentence, the pronunciation before a high tone is /Véréra/
(Unit 1 Note 8 ). For this reason, /varara/ before a high
tone is wriltten /varira/.

In the easterly pronunciation, then, these forms
of high verbs fturn out to have ftones identical with the
corresponding forms of low verbss

ld ’ ’
vaswera senyl?
L]

4 4
varira senyi?
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UNIT 3
4 s . l. 4 ’ 4 4 . .I 4
Mwarara senyi? Aiwa tarara zvedu zvirinane.
r'd 4 rd 4 . { /
Aiwa ndarara zvangu zvirinane.
7’ 4 . . ’ , 4 4 . rd rd
Mwaswera senyi? iwa taswera zvedu zvirinane.
I. 4 7’ r'd . ./ 4
Aiwa ndaswera zvangu zvirinane.
4 4 4 . . k4 4 4 4 . { ’
Baba vardra senyi? iwa varira zvavo zvirinane.

4 ’ , ’ . . 4 4 ’ 4 ’ . g ’
Baba vaswera senyi? iwa vaswera zvavo zvirinane.
’ d 4 / . /. t4 4 4 ’ . .l‘ s

Mupwere wardra senyi? Aiwa wardra zvake zvirinane.
7/ V4 d 4 rd . 7’ 4 ’ ’ 4 . .I ’
Mupwere waswera senyi? lwa waswera zvake zvirinane.
4 4 . I. 4 rd 4 . { 4
Warara senyi? Aiwa ndarara zvangu zvirinane.
s, rd . . 4 ’ 4 I 4
Waswera senyi? £iwa ndaswéra zvangu zvirinane.
, 7/ ’ z . 7’ r'd ’ ’
Mwarara here? Alwa, kana mwararawo.
I ’ I. rd s ’
Mwaswera here? Aiwa, kana mwaswerawo.,
’ ’ ’ ’ - , ’ ’ ’
Baba vaswera here? fiwa vaswéra zvavd,
4 K4 4 z ’ 4 b4
Baba variri here? Riwa, var¥ra zvavd.

Exercise in the writing of tones.

Fill in the square brackets with short line segments
to represent the pitches of the individual syllables. Check
accuracy by reference to the sentences in the basic dialogues.

[ ] [ ]

ndaswera zvangu mangwanani chirombowe
’ ’ ’ . .
baba vaswera senyi mhuri yarara zvakanaka here
[ 4 ’ 4 4 . .l 7’ } [ . . ]
vaswera zvavo zvirinane aiwa zvitambo
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UNIT 4
UNIT 4
BASIC DIALOGUE
mwana (1,2) child, offspring
[ -7 -7 - 7 -1
A Masikati mwanangu. Good (mid) day, my child.
[ - -7 -7
B Masikati baba. Good (mid) day, sir.
[ - - -7 7 -1
B  Mwaswera here shewe? How are you, (sir)?
[~ -7
A Aiwa, zvitambd. Oh, fine.
mukunda (1,2) daughter
[ == -7 -]
B Wakadinl mukunda? How 1s your daughter?
~penyﬁ alive
~aké nis, her
[, -5 1
A  Mupenyu zvake. She is all right. (1She

is a living [thing].t)
Read the dialogue aloud, using the right tones:
Maslkatl mwanangu. Masikatl baba. Myaswera here shewe?
Alwa zvitambo. Wakadinl mukunda? Mupenyu zvake.
Supplementary Vocabularys
THow did your daughter sleep??
Muzvaré Wéréré‘sépyi? MuzZvare unmarried girl over 12

Vazvaré var¥rs sényl? vazvare (plural of above)
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4 4 d ’,
Mukunda warfri' sényi? mukunda
’ ’ v ’ . ’
Vakunda varird' senyl? vakunda

’ 4 4 4 7’ I'd
Mukorore yaréré‘sepyi? mukorore
s 2 ’ v\ ’ R e
Vakorore varira senyi? vakorore
’ v ’
Mhandara yarira senyl? mhandara

4 4
Mhandara dzar¥ra senyi?

VY L U 4 ld
Mujaha wardra senyi? mujaha
AR R ,
Majaha arara senyl? majaha

1l. A note on singular and plural nouns.,

daughter

(plural of above)

son

(pl.)

(honorific term for
girl of 14 or more)

(plural of noun is

identical with
singular)

boy of 14 or more

(plural of above)

Compare these three singular-plural pairs:

2 . ’
mukorore mujaha mhandara

4 4 'd
vakorore majaha mhandara

In the first of these pairs, the difference between
singular and plural is the difference between /mu/ and /va/.
(Most of the nouns that have been met thus far work like this.)
In the second pair, the singular again has /mu/ but the plural
has /ma/. In the third pair, neither the singular nor the
plural has /mu/, and singular and plural are identical in form.

The most common forms of the prefixes used with nouns

of the various classes are as follows,
lar and plural classes are bracketed,

24
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UNIT 4
1 mu- mw- Dbefore vowels
{ 2 va- V- before vowels in some words
3 mu- mw- before vowels
{ b mi- mw- before vowels
5 (No prefix syllable, but the initlal consonant
of the stem may be voiced).
{ 6 ma-
7 chi- ch- before vowels iIn some words
{ 8 zZvi- zv- Dbefore vowels in some words
(9 (No prefix syllable, but most members of this
class begin with a nasal consonant., The 1ni-
{ tial consonant of the stem may show evidence

of having changed from something else.)

| 10 (Identical with the corresponding singular from
Class 9 except that some speakers have /imba/
(9) thouset /dzimba/ (10) ¥Thousest.

11 ru- rw- before vowels
12 ka-

13 tu- tw- Dbefore vowels
14 hu- or u- hw- before vowels
15 ku- kw- Dbefore vowels
16 pa

17 ku kw before vowels
18 mu mw before vowels

(For practice in switching between singular and plural,
Classes 1 and 2, see Group 1 of the sentences for systematic
practice.) o5
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2. A note on additional subject prefixes.

Compare the forms:
var¥r¥
dzar¥r¥

ar¥r¥

A1l these forms mean fthey slept!. The first is used
after plural nouns that begin with /va/ and in an honorific
sense with certain singular nouns (Unit 3, Note 3). The
second is used with plurals that are identical in form with
the corresponding singulars (e.g. /mhandara/). The third
is used with plural nouns that begin with /ma/.

Similarly, the singular forms
Wér§r§
yar¥r}
both mean %he/she slept?. Choice between them depends on
the identity of the noun that is the grammatical subject of
the verb.
For practice in using the appropriate subject prefixes
with various nouns, see Groups!,2 of the sentences for systema-

tic practice.

3. A third tonal class of verbs.

It was stated in Unit 3, Note 1 that most of the verbs of
Shona behave tonally eilther like /rara/ (high verbs) or like
/swera/ (low verbs). One of the exceptions is the verb /dfni/
Ito do or say what or how!., Two other verbs which share the
same tonal peculiaritiles are /daro/ tto do or say like thatt
and /dai/ 'to do or say like this®. With respect to their
meanings and their grammatical function, these three verbs
stand in the same relation to other verbs that pronouns
occupy with respect to nouns. They may therefore be called
PRO-VERBS.

The most conspicuous feature of the tonal behavior of
the pro-verbs is that the first syllable of the stem has the
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ftone that is opposite to that of the preceding syllable, and
that the second syllable of the stem in turn has the tone that
is opposite to that of the first syllable of the stems
Vakadini? (Exercise 3)

but Mwakadini?
Group 1. Sentences for systematic practice. Contrasting
singular and plural nouns. Follow instructions for trans-
formation drills, p. 17f.
muzvaré Muzvareé Wékad{ni? Vazvaré vakadini?

mukunda Mukunda Wékad{ni? Vakunda vakadini?

'd 4 4 4 'd { 4 4 'd .l N
mukorore Mukorore Wakadlni? Vakorore vakadini?

mupwéré Mupwéré Wékad{ni? Vapwéré vakadini?
mujaha Mujaha wakadini? Majahd akadini?
mhandara Mhandara yékadini? Mhandara dzdkadini?
mhuri Mhuri yakadini®

baba Baba vakadini?

maf Ma{ vakadini?

Group 2. Sentences for systematic practice. Alternate sub-
stitution of subject and verbs. Concord between noun subject
and subject prefix. Follow instructions on p. 14§ .

rd 4 s rd r'd 4 r'd
waswera Muzvare waswera here?
4 4 4 4 4
War§r§ Muzvare warir¥ here?

d 4 V4 4
mukunda Mukunda wariri here?
4 ./ . ’ 'd
wakadini Mukunda wakadini?
[ .
Ve 4 ’ 4 rd .I .
mukorore Mukorore wakadini?

27



SHONA BASIC COURSE

UNIT 4
rd 4 ld 4 ’ 4 rd
waswera Mukorore waswera here?
4 / d ’ rd
muJjaha Mujaha waswera here?
’ 4 ’ 4
wardri Mujaha wardrf here?
4 4
mhandara Mhandara yarir¥ here?

yékad{ni Mhandara yékad{ni?
muzvéré Muzvéré Wékad{ni?

Exercise 3, Paired questions and answers.

Mwakédin{? Aiwé, kana mwékad{niwé.
Wakadin{ ¢ fiwa, xana wakadfiniwd.
Mukunda Wékad{ni? Aiwé, mﬁpenyﬁ zvaké,
Baba vakadini? ﬁiwé, vépenyﬁ Zvavd.
Wékad{ni? fiwa, mipenyl zvaké.
Vakordre vakadini? Aiwé, Vépenyﬁ Zvavo,
Majahé akadfni®? ﬁiwé, mépenyﬁ ZVvao.
Mhandara yékad{ni? Aiwé, {mhenyﬁ zvéyo.

Exercise 4. Reading aloud without tone marks.

Read the following sentences aloud with the proper tone
on each syllable. Then write the tone marks, using for
high and for low.

Mangwananli muJjaha.

Mangwananl mai.

Mwarara here mai?
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Ndarara zvangu.

Varara here baba?

Varara zvavo.
Exercise 5.

Read the following words aloud, making certain that
the tones are correct. Then mark the tones. Finally, write
the English equivalent opposite each word.,

mukunda

vakunda

mukorore

mujaha

majaha

vakorore

vazvare

muzvare

mhandara

mwakadini

vakadini

mal

vana

mwana

A procedure for use with practice conversations.

The practice conversations which follow the systematic
practice material in Units 4 - 40 are intended to provide
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opportunities for guided practice in short connected dia-
logues. These materials contaln no new words or grammatical
features.

The first column consists of an English summary of one
side of the dialogue. The middle column contains the Shona
expressions that are needed for that side of the dialogue.
The third column contains the other side of the same con-
versation.

1. The student covers all of the page in his book except
the first column. The tutor leaves all three columns in his
book uncovered. The student gives a Shona expression which
carries out the first English instruction in Column 1., When
he has done so, the tutor replies with the next line from the
other side of the conversation. The student hears and under-
stands this, and goes on to reply in accordance with the second
English instruction. They proceed in this way to the end of
the dialogue.

2. The above procedure should be repeated until the
student can take the first side of the dialogue without
hesitation and without mistakes.

3. Then the tutor should take the first role, and
the student should take the role formerly given to the tutor.

Practice Conversation.

You meet a ten year old girl Mas{kat{ mukinda.
at noontime and say hello
to her. 3 ,
Mas{kat{ baba.
Mwaswéra heré
baba ?
You reply to her series of Ndaswéra zvéngu.

polite inquiries.
’ ’ ’ ’ ¢
Vaswera here mai?

4 4 4 4
Vaswera zvavo,
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’ 4 r'd
Waswera senyl
4 4

mukorore?

A ’ 4 'd
iwa, waswera
’

zvir{nane.

Free Conversation.

A is a married man.
B is a married woman.
C 1s a boy of sixteen.
D is a girl of sixteen.,
Practice greetings that would be appropriate between:
A and B
A and C
B and C
A and D

B and D
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A

B

A

masanga (6)

(- - 7 = -]

’ T
Masanga chirombowe.

(- -7 = 5]

Masangé chirombdwe.
munhu (1, 2)
an{
ndfan{

[ - - -]

Munhu ndiani?

[ 77~ ]

Ndini John,

-gara
papX

[ - - - - 2]
MundgX¥ra papt?

(or: Munocgirepi?)

[ =72- = =1

Ndindg¥ra mwéRusépi.
-ita
apo

(- —- 7 -1

Mur{ kﬁitepy{ apo?

32

meeting; a greeting
from one traveller
to another

Hellotl

Hello!
person
who ?

who 1is 1t?

Who are you? (*Who is
the person?t)

I am John (¥It is I John.t?)
to live, sit, stay

where?

Where do you live?

I live in Rusape.
to do

there

What are you doing there?
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'd 4
-sanda

[ - - -

B Ndinéséndé muPost Office.

- - —

Supplementary vocabulary.

to work

I work in the Post Office.,

The new words given below are proper nouns and other
In learning the qords,
it is necessary also to learn the prefixes (kwa-, mwa.-,

words which have to do with place.

mu-, pa-) which go with some of them.
respond roughly to certain English prepositions.

Mundg¥ra papi?

(Mundg¥repi?)
NdindgX¥ra
Ndindg¥ra
NdinogXra
Ndindgira

Ndindgira

Ndinog¥ra
NdindgXra
NdindgXra
Ndindg¥ra
Ndindg¥ra
Ndinog¥ra

Ndindg¥ra

Where do you 1live?

pand.
kwéNyédiréo
kwaMutare.
muguta.

muSakﬁbva.

muHarare,
mwéRusépi,
pahésipitari.
pakémba.
patyo.

kure,

chinhambo.
33

pand (16)
Nyadire
Mutare
guta (5, 6)

Sakubva

rd
Harare

Rusépi

hdsipitari (9, 10)

kxamba (9, 6)
patyo (16)
kure (17)

chinhambo (7)

These prefixes cor-

here
Nyadiri
Umtali
city

area near
Umtali

Salisbury
Rusape
hospital
police camp
near

far

a short dis-
tance
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Supplementary vocabulary. Some useful verbs.

basa (5,6) work
MunoYta basapyi? What work do you do?
Low_verbs.
Ndindrima. kurima to plow, raise crops
Ndindch¥ira. kuchaira to drive (a vehicle)
Ndinow¥za. kuweza to work wood, do
carpentry
Ndindrtmisa. kurimisa to work as an agri-
cultural demonstra-
tor
Ndinor¥pa. kurapa to heal, do medical
work
Ndindp&tesa. kupetesa to tax, work in tax
office
High verbs.
Ndindvaka. kuvaka to build
/’ ! { U4 { r'd
Ndinodzidzisa. kxudz{dz{sd to teach
Ndinényéré muofisi, kunyéré to write

I do office work. ’,
ofisi (9, 10) office

Ndinofambira zvikéro. kxufamb{ra to visit

I'm a superintendent

of schools. chikéro (7) school

zvikdro (8) schools

1. The /no/ tense.

The non-initial prefix /Aoy is found in the sentences:

Munégéra pépi? Where do you live?
Ndindsanda muPost Office. I work in the Post
Office
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Verb forms which contain this prefix have elther general
present or future meaning.

The subject prefix syllables used with the /no/ tense
are compared with the subject prefix syllables used with the
tense of the verbs discussed in Unit 2, Note 3 and in Unit 4,
Note 2. ©Not all of the classes have been exemplified in the
sentences of Units 1-5, but this table wlll be useful for
future reference.

1 sg. I ndi- nda-
2 sg. you u- wa-
3 sg. he, she a- a- } (Class 1)
- (Eastern) wa-
1 pl. we tl- ta-
2 pl. you mu- ma-
(Eastern) mwé-}
3 pl. they va- va- (Class 2)
G- Wa- (Class 3)
{- ya- (Class 4)
r{- ra- (Class 5)
a- a- (Class 6)
chi- cha- (Class T7)
zvi- Zva- (Class 8)
{- ya- (Class 9)
dzi- dza- (Class 10)
- rwa- (Class 11)
ka- ka- (Class 12)
tu- twa- (Class 13)
hu-~ hwa- (Class 14)
K- Kkwa- (Class 15)
pa- pa- (Class 16)
k- Kwa- (Class 17)
mi- ma- } (Class 18)
mwa -
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Comparison of these lists shows that 1in general the prefix

in the right hand list has the tone and the consonant of the
first 1list plus /a/s /u/ and initial /i/ in the first list are
matched by /w/ and /y/ respectively in the second list, except
that in some dialects /mu-/ is matched by /ma-/ and not by

/mwa-/.

The tone of the prefix /no7.

The prefix /no/ has low tone between a high toned sub-
ject prefix and the stem of a high verb (including the pro-
verbs, Unit 4, Note 3):

Vanosanda. they work
Otherwise, it has high tone:
Tindsdnda. we work
Ndinégara mwéRusépi. I 1ive in Rusape.

Vénégara apo. they live there.

Tones of verb stems in the /no/ tense.

In the /no/ tense, the stems of high verbs have the
tones of the infinitive:

4 4 l'd
vanosanda
4 4 4
ndinosanda

The tones of the stems of low verbs vary accordlng
to dialect,

(1) Central/westerly: the tones of the stem syllables are
all lows

4 I'd
vanorima

4
ndinorima

4
ndinorimisa
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(2) Farther east: the tone of the first syllable of
the stem 1s high in first and second person formss; the rest
are lows

4 ’
vanorima
L2
ndinorima
¢t .
ndinorimisa

(3) Still farther east and southeast: all stem syl-
lables except the last are highs

’ rd
vanor{ma
4 rd
ndinorima
7’
ndinorfm{sa

The first and second of these sets of dialect alternates
are reflected in the tone writing to be employed in this course.
The third set of alternates are not overtly indicated, but
may be inferred.

The tonal differences between high and low verbs in
this tense, and between third person and non-third person
forms of the indicative, are of great importance if onels
Shona 1s to be easily intelligible. For this reason, most
of the systematic practice sentences in this unit are devoted
to these matters.

2. Locative prefixes with place names.

Compare these locative forms:
muHarare in Salisbury
mwéRusépi in Rusape
Some place names take locative prefixes in their simple
form (/mu/, /ku/, /pa/). Others take locative prefixes in
which these simple prefixes are combined with /-a-/. The

latter group consists of names of persons or rivers which
have come to be used as designations for places.
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(For practice in choosing among the locative prefixes
used with various place names, see Group-1l8 of the sentences
for systematic practice.)

3. IWhere! questions.

'Whgre’ questions may be formed by use of one of the
words /papi/ or /kupi/, which stand somewhere after the
verb in the sentence.

In some areas, the enclitic /—p{/ i1s very commonly
used in where questions. It is attached to the end of the
verb. The vowel that precedes it is /-e-/, which corresponds
to the /-a-/ of indicative forms that do not have this
enclitics
Unégérgp{?

but Ndinégér@ pand.

(For practice in forming Swhere? questions, see groups 19 and
20,)

Sentences for systematic practice.

Group 1. Low verbs, first and second person, /-no-/ tense.

kurima Undr¥ma heré? Ndindrima.
kupetesa  Undp¥tesa heré? Ndindp¥tesa.
kuchaira  Unbéch¥ira heré? Ndindch¥ira.
kurapa Undr¥pa heré? Ndindr¥pa.
kuweza Unow¥za heré? Ndinow¥za.
kurimisa  UnorY¥misa heré? Ndindr¥misa.
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Group 2. High verbs, first and second person, /-no-/ tense.

kunyéré Unényéré heré? Ndinényéré muofisi.
xudz{dz{sa Unddzidz{sd heré? Nainodz{idz{sa.
kufambira Unofambird zvikdro heré? Ndinofambira zvikdro.
kuvaka Unovaka heré? Ndinbovaka.

Group 3. Low verbs, third person, /-no-/ tense,

r'd 4 4 ’ ’ 4 ’ ’
mupwere Mupwere anorima here? Andrima.
’ ’ ’ 4 4 4 4 ’ ’
vapwere Vapwere vanorima here? Vanorima.
4 4 4 4 4 r'd 4
mujaha Mujaha anorima here? Anorima.
4 ’ ’ d 4 ’
maJjaha Majaha anorima here? fndrima,

4 4 ’ ’,
mhandara (sg.) Mhandara {ndrima heré? fndrima.

mhandara (pl.) Mhandara dzindrima heré? Dz{ndrima.

Group 4. High verbs, third person, /-no-/ tense.

mujahé Mujahé anodz{dz{sa heré? Anodz{dz{sé.
maJahé Majahé anodz{dz{sa heré? fnodz{az{sa.
mhandara (sg.) Mhandara fnodz{dz{sd heré? fnodz{az{sa.

mhandara (pl.) Mhandara dzinodz{dz{sa heré? Dz{nodz{daz{sa.

[After completing Group 4, take sentences at random from all
four groups. ]
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Group 5. Low verbs in the /-no-/ tense, first and second
person singular subjJects.

kugara Unog¥ra mwéRusépi heré? Ndindg¥ra mwaRusapi.
kurapa Undr¥pa heré? Ndindr¥pa.
kurimisa  Undr¥misa here? Ndinor¥misa.
kurima Unorfma heré? Ndinorima.
kupetesa  Undp¥tesa heré? Ndindp¥tesa.
kuchaira Undch¥ira here? Ndindch¥ira.
Group 6. Plural subjects.
kuchaira  Munoch¥Xira heré? Tinéch¥ira.
kurima Munorfma heré? Tindrima.
kugara Munégéra mwéRusépi heré? Tinégéra mwéRusépi.
kurimisa  Munorfmisa heré? Tindrimisa.
kupetesa  Mundp¥tesa heré? Tindp&tesa.
kurapa Mundr¥pa heré? Tindr¥pa.

[After completing Group 6, take sentences at random from

Groups 5

Group 7.
person s

kuvaka
kudz{dz{sé
kufambird

’ 4
kunyora

and 6. ]

High verbs in the /-no-/ tense, first and second

ingular subjects.
Unovaka heré?

Unédz{dz{sé heré?

Unéfambird zvikdro heré?

4 ’ ’ ’ U4
Unonyora muofisi here?

40

Ndinévéké.
Ndinddz{dz{s4.
Ndinéfémb{ré zvikéro.

Ndinényéré mudfisi.
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Group 8. Plural subjects.

4 I'd r'd e .l 4 . 4 Pd
kufamb{ra Munofambira zvikoro here?
V4 rd ’ ' 4 4 .
kunyora Munonyora muofisl here?
4 ' d ’ d P4 r'd
kuvaka Munovaka here?

kudz{dz{sé Munédz{dz{sé heré?

Tinofambira zvikéro.
Tinényéré muofisi.
Tinévéké.

Tinddz{dz{sa.

[After completing Group 8, take sentences at random from

Groups 7 and 8.]

Group 9. Low and high verbs in the /-no-/ tense, first and

second person singular subjects.
kuvaka Undvaka heré?
kurima Undrma heré?

kudz{dz{sé Unédz{dz{sé heré?

kuchaira Undch¥ira heré?
kufambira Unéfémb{ré zvikoro here?
Kupetesa Undp¥tesa heré?

Group 10. Plural subjects.

P ¢ 2 ¢ ’
kuvaka Munovaka here?
s 4
kurima Munorima here?
e, 2 P N 4 P4 4
kunyora Munonyora muofisi here?
’ £
kurimisa Munorfmisa here?

kudz{dz{sd Munddz{dz{si heré?

kurapa Munér¥pa heré?

Ndindvika.

Ndindrima.
Ndinodz{idz{sa.
Ndindch¥ira.
Ndinéfamb{ra zvikdro.

Ndindp¥tesa.

Tindvaka.
Tindrima.
Tinényéré muofisi.
Tinérimisa.
Tinédz{dz{s4.

Tindr¥pa.

[After completing Group 10, take sentences at random from

Groups 9 and 10.]
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Group 11. Low verbs in the /-no-/ tense, third person
singular subjects.,

4 4 r'd
kurima Endrima heré? Anorima.

4 r'd 4
kurapa Anorapa here? Anorapa.

. ’, . ’ ’,

kuchaira fndchaira heré? Anochaira.

4 4 7’
kupetesa ﬁnopetesa here? Anopetesa.

Id . 4 rd r'd . .
kurimisa Anorimlsa here? Anorimisa.

4 rd 4
kuweza Anoweza here? Anoweza.

rd rd 4 ’ 'd 4 4 4

kugara Anogara mwaRusapl here? Anogara mwaRusapi.

Group 12, Plural subjects.

VA 4 r'd I. 4 PN 4 rd rd
kugara Vanogara myaRusapl here? Vanogara mwaRusapi.
2 rd 7z 2
kuweza Vanoweza here? Vanoweza.
s 2 4 YA 4
kurimisa Vanorimisa here? Vanorimisa.
T 4 4 [ 4
kuchaira Vanochalra here? Vanochaira.
e, 2 'd P 4
kurapa Vanorapa here? Vanorapa.
. s/ ’ e,
kurima Vanorima here? Vanorima.

[After completing Group 12, take sentences at random from
Groups 11 and 12.]

Group 13. Singular subjects.

kufambira fnorambira zvikdoro heré? fnofambira zvikdro.
kuvaka fnovaka heré? Anovaka.
kudz{dz{sa fnodz{dz{sd nheré? fnoazfaz{sa.
kunyéré ﬁnonyéré mudfisi here? Anonyéré muofisi.
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Group 14, High verbs in the /-no-/ tense, third person
plural subjects.
xudzidz{sa Vanodz{dz{sd heré? Vanodz{dz{s4.
kunyéré Vénonyéré mudfisi heré? Vénonyéré mudfisi.
kuvaka Vanovaka heré? Vanovaka.
xufambirs Vanofambird zvikdro heré? Vinofambird zvikdro.

[After completing Group 14, take sentences at random from
Groups 13 and 14.]

Group 15. Low and high verbs in the /-no-/ tense, third
person singular subjects.

Faue 4 r'd rd
kuchaira Anochaira here? Anochaira.
P4 2. 2 4 P4
kuvaka fnovaka heré? Anovaka.
d 4 d
kurapa ﬁnorapa here? Anorapa.
£ 7 e . ¢ ¢ ’ YA 4
kudziafsa Anodzidzisa here? Anod21dzisa.
V4 r'd 4 / s, 2 'd 4
kugara Anogara mwaRusapi here? Anogara mwaRusapi.
I./I I.II .I Y4 I{l 4
kufambira fnofédmbira zvikdro heré? Anofamblra zvikoro.
* . ’,o- ’ ’no
kurimisa Anorimisa here? Anorlmlsa.

Group 16. Plural subjects.

. k4 d . ’ ’ rd .
kurima Vanorima here? Vanorima.

4 .I d 4 rd { rd . b r'd 7’ ’ ' 7 . 4
kufambira Vanofambira zvikoro here? Vanofambira zvikoro.,

4 ’ 4 rd 7’
kurapa Vanorapa here? Vanorapa.
4 'd Id 4 4 4 4 4 rd

kunyora Vanonyora here? Vanonyora,
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4 rd rd 4 4 rd rd ’ r' 4
kugara Vanogara mwaRusapl here? Vanogara mwaRusapi.
. ¢ 7 ’ , 7
kuchaira Vanochaira here? Vanochaira,
r'd rd 4 d 4 4 £ 4 4
kuvaka Vanovaka here? Vanovaka.

[After completing Group 16, take sentences at random from
Groups 15 and 16.]

Group 17. The tense prefix /-no-/ with high and low verbs,
in first, second, and third persons.

s 2 'd e, 7
Vanorima here? Vanorima.,

r'd r'd .I
Unorima here? NdinorYma.
£ 4 .I
Unor¥pa here? NdinorXpa.
P S 4 .III
Unovaka here? Ndinovaka.

LA 4 r'd Tl
Enovaka heré? Anovaka.

r'd 'd 4
Andchaira heré? Enochaira.
C A 4 Ve s .
Vanochaira here? Vanochaira.
s F ’ s 2
Vanopetesa here? Vanopetesa.

v , . 2 W
Munopetesa here? Tinopetesa.
I'd £ . ¢ 7 4 e 4
Anodzidzisa here? Anodz{dz{sa.
rad 4 4
Anorimisa here? Anorimisa.
T 4 rd LA 4
Vanorimisa here? Vanorimisa,
¢ s ’ /s
Vanorima here? Vanorima,
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Group 18. Choosing the right locative prefix for each

place expression.
péné Vapwéré vénégara péné heré? Vénégara péné.
Rusépi Vapwéré Vénégara mwéRusépi heré? Vénégara mwéRusépi.
guta Vapwéré vénégara muguta heré? Vénégara muguta.
Mutdre Vapwéré vénégara kwaMutdre heré? Vénégara kwaMutare,
Harare Vapwéré vénégara muHarare heré? Vénégara muHarare,
kamba. Vapwéré vénégara pakémba heré? Vénégara pakémba.
hésipitari Vapwéré vénégara pahésipitari heré?Vénégara pahésipitari.
kure Vapwéré vénégara kure heré? Vénégara kure.
patyo Vapwéré vénégara patyo heré? Vénégara patyo.
Sakubva Vapwéré vénégara muSakubva heré? Vénégara muSakubva.
Nyédiré Vapwéré vénégara kwéNyédiré heré? Vénégara kwéNyédiré.
chinhambo Vapwéré vénégara chinhambo heré? Vénégara chinhambo.
Group 19. IWhere! questions with high verbs.
£noaz{daz{sa. fnodz{dz{sepf? (Anodzidz{sa papi?)
Vanodz{dz{sa. Vanodzidzisep{? (Vanodz{dz{isa pipi?)
Ndinddz{iaz{isa. Munodz{dz{sepf{? (Munddz{dz{sa pap1?)
Tinddz{dz{s3a. Munddzidz{sepf{? (Munddz{dz{sa papx?)
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Group 20. fWheret? questions with low verbs.
£norimisa. fndrimisepi?  (Andrimisa papi?)
Vanorimisa. Vanorimisep{? ( etc. )
Ndindrimisa. Munor¥misep{? ( ete. )
Tindr¥misa. Munor¥misepi? ( ete. )

[After completing Group 20, take sentences at random from

Groups 19 and 20.]

Exercise 21,
verify the tones.
uses them.

anovaka

vanovaka
vanorima
tinorima

tinonyora

anonyora

Practice Conversations.

You reply to a greeting
and ask the other per-
sonts name,

Read the following verb forms aloud, and
Then mark the tones as your tutor

anochaira
munochailra
munodzidzisa
vanodzidzilsa
vanogara

vanonyora

Masangé baba.
Masangé mwanéngu.
Munhu ndfan{?

Nd{n{ Gomo.
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4
You ask someone where Munogérep{?
he lives.

Ndindgira muHarare.

What does he do there? Munéiteqy{ apo?

Ndinényéré mudfisi,

Free conversation.

The following are five personal names:
Musana
Kachara
Shumba
Mawa
Beta

A asks B about each of the above persons, where he lives
and what kind of work he does.
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A

’ Id 4
Mangwanani baba.

mufund{si (1, 2)

Mangwénan{ mufind{si.
~uya
rini
pané

Mwakaldys rini pdnd?
na
zuva (5, 6)
~tatu

Ndayéng mazuva mataty

ndéya pano.

-svika
musi (3, 4)

na

7/ 4
-pera

Ndakasvika mus{ weCh{ina

chakap¥ry.

Good morning.

teacher, pastor,
missionary

Good morning.
to come
when?
here
When did you come here?
with, and
sun, day
three
Il've been here for three
days. ('I now have three
days, I being here.)
to arrive
day
four
to come to an end,
become exhausted
in supply
I arrived last Thursday.

(1I arrived the Fourth-
day that passed.?t)
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kana
-bva
B  Munézditenyi kana mwabva
péné?
-funga
-enda
A Ndinéfinga ndindzdenda

kundodz{dz{sa (koodz{dz{sa).

Supplementary vocabulary. Periods of

if, or, when
to go or come from
What will you do when you
have left here?
to think
to go

I think I will go to teach.

Ndindzdgara pand
‘I'11 stay here

NdindzSgara
‘It11 stay

Ndindz8gara

4 4
pano

here

4 4
pano

Ve rd 4 4
gore rgse (rese).

all year.'
mwedz{ wésé(wésé).
a whole month.’'

4 V4 4
sondo rose,
b

 w s ¢ 2, s 2
Ndinozogara pano zuva r?se.

Ndinézdgara pand patyo pégdreé.

Ndinézggara péné patyo péséndo.

Ndindzdgara pand patyo pdmwddzi.

%9

time.
goré (5) year
makoré (6) years
~gse (“ésé) whole, all
mwedzi (3) month
mwedz{ (4) months
sondo (5) week
(svégdo)
masyondo(6)  weeks
zuva (5) day, sun
mazuva (6) days
nearly a year
patyo(petyo) near

nearly a week

nearly a month
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Supplementary vocabulary.

’ . rd ’ ’ , 2
Ndaane sondo rimwe ndava pano.

4 I'd r'd 4 d d
Ndaang masondo mayiri ndaya pano,

Ndaén@
Ndaana
Ndaéng
Ndaéna
Ndaén@
Ndadng
Ndaéng
Ndadna

Ndagdnag

4 r'd
Takasvika mwedz

P4
masondo
ld
masondo
masondo
4
masondo
rd
masondo
rd
masondo
4
masondo
r'd
masondo

4
masondo

r'd V4 4 ’
matatu ndava pano.
’ rd 4
mana ndava pano.
marongomuna ndava pano.
’, I'd ’ 4
mashani ndava pano.
’ ? ’ 7 ¢
matanhatu ndava pano.
rd 4 4 rd
manomwe ndaya pano.
, I'd rd 4 ’
masere ndava pano.
ld 4 4
mapfumbamwe ndava pano.

Id /’ ’
g . ndava pano,

viri yakap¥ri.

Takasvika makoré mina akap¥ri.

’ .I I'd r'd 4 v v
Takasvika masondo matatu akapera.

50

Numbers from 1 - 10.

2 ’
mwe one
~ ¢
yirl two
~ 4
tatu three
“na
four
“rongomuna
~ 4
shani five
~, ,
tanhatu six
~ 4
nomwe seven
~ ' ’ .
sere eight
“pfumbamwe nine
4 rd
.kumi ten

We arrived two months
ago.

We arrived four years
ago.

We arrived three weeks
ago.



Supplementary vocabulary. Days of the week.

Ndakasvika mus{ weMisimbunuko. I arrived on Monday.
Ndakasvika mus{ weCh{pir{. Tuesday.
Ndakasvika mus{ wecChitatd. Wednesday.
Ndakasvika mus{ weChina. Thursday.
Ndakasvika musi weCh¥shanl. Friday.
Ndakasvika mus{ weMﬁgobéra. Saturday.
Ndakésvika mus{ wéSdndo (wéSvondo). Sunday.

1., The /-ka-/ tense.

A new tense is illustrated in the sentences:

MWagéﬁyé‘r{ni péné? When did you come here?
Ndagésv{ka mgsi we- I arrived last Thurs-
China chakap¥érX. day.

This tense 1s characterized by the non-initial prefix /-ka-/.

Subject prefixes with the /-ka-/ tense.

Subject prefixes used with this tense are identical
with those used in the tense that 1s represented by the forms
/ndarara/ and /taswéra/ (Unit 4, Note 2), 1listed in Column 2
of the table in Unit 5, Note 1.

The tone of the prefix /-ka-/.

The same principles that govern the tone of the
prefix /-no-/ apply also to /-ka-/.

The tones of verb stems in the /-ka-/ tense.

In the /-ka-/ tense, there is dialect variation in
the tones of stems with both high and low verbs.
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High verbs.,

(1) Central/westerly: the tones of the stem are low
in those forms that have low tone on the subjJect prefix:

takéﬁyé we came
cf. kuﬁyé to come
’ P4 3
vakauya they came

(2) Easterly: the tones of the stem are highs
takéﬁyé
vékaﬁyé

Accordingly, forms of the /-ka-/ tense of hlgh verbs are
written 1n this book as:

takalyd
vékaﬁyé

Low verbs.

The first two of the three geographical areas that are
covered by this course seem to have tonal patterns like those
used for the /-no-/ tense in the middle of the three areas
discussed in Unit 5, Note 1, That is to say, the tone of the
first syllable of the stem is high in first and second person
forms, and the rest of the stem syllables are low:

vakaenda they went
ndakaénda I went
takachaira we drove

This 1s the way these forms will be written in this book.

In the southeast, all of a series of low tones except
the last are raised to high:
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P4 7/
vakaenda
’ L
ndakaenda
’ I{
takachailra

This last set of forms 1is not represented directly in
the tonal writing used in this book, but 1t can easlly be
inferred.

The /-ka-/ tense has two meanings. With most verb
stems, 1t is used when the action referred to took place on
the preceding day or earlier:

Mwakalyd rini? When did you come? ( Where
the person 1s assumed to
have come before today. )

With some verbs, the /-ka-/ form has a stative meaning
and may be used regardless of time:

zvakanaka Fine! (i.e. tthings (Cl. 8)
are 1n the state of having
become good.t)

cf. -naka to become good
(For practice in forming the /-ka-/ tense, and in contrasting
its tonal patterns with those of the /-no-/ tense, see

Groups 1 - 14 of the sentences for systematic practice.)

2. The prefix /-ndo-/ (or /-o-/).

A new prefix is found in the form /kundodz{dz{sé/,
which in some easterly areas is /koodz{dz{sé/. The prefix
/-ndo-/ may occur, as in this example, in the infinitive
form of the verb. In this respect it differs from the tense
prefixes (/-no-/ , /-ka-/ and others to be met in later
lessons ). Also, the tense prefilixes are mutually exclusive
with one another---no two of them may occur together in the
same word. The prefix /-ndo-/ may occur with the tense pre-
fixes. There are about seven prefixes which are like /-ndo-/
in these respects. In this book they will be called taspect
prefixest,
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The basic tone of /-ndo-/, and of most aspect pre-
fixes, is low.

In some of its uses /-ndo-/ corresponds to English
Ito go and do something.! In others, it seems to mean that
an action is continued longer than might have been expected.

(For practice with /-ndo-/ see Group 17.)

3. The aspect prefix /-zo-/.

A second aspect prefix 1is illustrated in:
MunézSitepyi? What will you do?
NdindzSenda. .. I will g0.w.
This prefix is frequently used when the action referred to
is one that took place, or is expected to take place Tbut

not immediately.?

4, The Shona counterpart of ragof.

The Shona way of quantifying the period of time that
has elapsed since a certain action is exemplified in the
expressions:

mazuva mitatil akap¥ri three days ago
mus{ weChina chakép§ré last Thursday

At the end of each of these phrases is a form of the /-ka-/
tense of this verb /-pérd/ %to come to an end!. (The low
tone of the subJect preflix indicates that this is not an in-
dicative form.) More literal translations of the above
examples are thus ithree days which ended! and ¥Fourth-day
which passed awayl?.

5. Concords used with numerals.

The concordial prefixes used with numerals are like
those used with nouns (Unit 4, Note 1). In Manyika this is
not true for lonel, however:
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mwana mﬁmwé (Manyika: /Qmwé/)  one child
vana véyir{ two children
makoré méyir{ two years
The word for !ten! is a noun, with the stem /.kunf/, singular
/gum{/. It does not change its prefix to agree with the word
that it modifies:
vang gﬁm{ ten children
makoré gﬁm{ ten years
(For practice with concordial relationships between nouns
and numerals, see Groups 15, 16 of the sentences for systema-

tic practice.)

6. Grammatical points which will not be discussed at this time,

a. ndayén@ I now have
b. mwabva (n.b. high tone on second person subject
prefix)
you having left from

¢c. ndava pané (n.b. high tone on subject prefix)
: I now being here

Sentences for systematic practilce.

Group 1. The /-ka-/ tense, first and second person singular
subjects, low verbs.

kusvika Wakasvika mus{ weChina heré? Ndakasvika musi weCh{tatﬁ.
kuenda Wakaénda mus{ weChina heré? Ndakzénda mus{ weCh{tatﬁ.
kurima Wakarima mus{ weChina heré? Ndakarima musi weChitatd.

kuchaira Wakdchaira mus{ weChina heré? Ndakachaira musi weCh{tatd.

kugara Wakégéra apo mus{ weChina nerée Ndakégér@ apo musi we-
chitat.
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Group 2. Plural subjects.

kusvika Mwakésv{ka mus{ weChina heré? Takasvika mus{ weChitatd.
kurima Mwakér{ma musi weChina heré? Takarima mus{ wech{tatd.
kuenda Myakéénda mus{ weChina heré? Takdénda musi weChitatd.
kuchaira Myakéchéira musi weChina heré? Takdchaira mus{ weChitatd.
kugara Mwakégéra apo mus{ weChina heré? Také%éra’apo mus{ we-

Chitatu.
Group 3. The /-ka-/ tense, third person singular subjects, low
verbs.

kusvika Wékésvika apo heré? Wékésvika apo.

kugara Wékégara apo heré? Wékégara apo.

kurima Wékérima apo heré? Wékérima apo.

kuenda Wékéenda apo heré? Wékéenda apo.

Group 4. ©Plural subjects.

kusvika Vakasvika apo heré? Vakasvika apo.

kuenda Vakéenda apo heré? Vakaenda apo.

kugara Vékégara apo heré? Vékégara apo.

kurima Vakarima apo heré? Vakarima apo.
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Group 5. The /-ka-/ tense, first and second person singular
subjects, high verbs.

kuuya Wakaly¥ musi{ weChina heré? Ndaka¥y¥ mus{ weChipir{.

kudzidisd wWakadzXdz¥s¥ mus{ weChina heré? Ndakddz¥dzYs¥ musi we-

Chipir{.
kuvaka Wakav¥k¥ mus{ weChina heré? Ndakav¥k¥ mus{ weChipir{.
kusanda Wakas¥nd¥ mus{ weChina heré? Ndakas ¥nd¥ musi weChipiri.
Group 6. Pluéal subjects.
kusanda Mwakésﬁndé mus{ weChina heré? Takas¥nd¥ musi weChipir{.
kuvaka Mwakévéké mus{ weChina herée Takav¥k¥ mus{ wechipir{.
kulya Myakéﬁyé musi weChina heré? Takaly¥ musi weChipir{.

kudzidz{sa Mwakédzidzisé mus{ weChina heré? Takéqzid%isﬁ mus{ we-
Chipiri.

Group 7. The /-ka-/ tense, third person singular subjects,
high verbs.

kuuya Wékaﬁyé apo heré? Wékaﬁyé apo.
kuvaka Wékavéké apo heré? Wékavéké apo.
xudz{dz{sa wikadz{dz{sd dpo neré? wakadz{daz{sa &po.
kusanda Wékaséndé apo here? Wékaséndé apo.
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Group 8. Plural subjects.

kusandd Vakasanda apo heré? Vakasanda apo.
kuvaka Vakavaka apo heré? Vakavaksd apo.
kuuya Vakalya apo heré? Vakauya apo.
xudz{dz{sa Vakadz{dz{sa dpo heré? Vakadz{dz{sd apo.

Group 9. The /-ka-/ tense, first and second person subjects,
high and low verbs.

kuenda Mwakéénda heré? Takaénda.
Kuuya Myakéﬁyﬁ heré? TakalyX.
kurima MWakér{ma heré? Takarima.
kuvaka Mwakévékﬁ heré? Takavik¥.
kusvika Mwakésv{ka heré? Takasvika.
kusanda Mwakéséndé heré? TakasX¥ndX.
kugara MWakégéra apo here? Takégéra apo.

Group 10. The /-ka-/ tense, third person subjects, high
and low verbs.

kuvaka Vakavaka heré? Vakavaka.
kusvika Vakasvika heré? Vakasvika.
kusanda Vakasanda heré? Vakasanda.
kurima Vakarima heré? Vakarima.
xudz{dz{sa Vakadz{dz{sd heré? Vakadz{dz{s4.
kuenda Vakaenda heré? Vakaenda.
kuuya Vakauya heré? Vakauya.
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Group 11. /-ka-/ vs. /-no-/ tenses, high verbs, second person
subjects.

Kuuya Myakéﬁyﬁo Munééyé.

kuvaka Myakévék§. Munovaka.
kudz{dz{sd  Mwakadz¥dz¥s¥. Munédzidz{sa.
kusanda Mwakéséndﬁ. Munosanda.

kufambira Myakéfémbiré zvikdro. Munofambird zvikdro.

Group 12, Third person subjects.

kxudzidz{sa Wékadz{dz{sé. fnodaz{daz{iss.
kusanda Wékaséndé. fnosanda.

kuvaka Wékavéké. Anovaka.,

kuﬁyé Wékaﬁyé. ﬁnoﬁyé.

xufambira Wékafémbiré zvikoro. Anofambira zvikdro.

Group 13. The /-ka-/ tense vs. the /-no-/ tense, low verbs,
second person subjects,

kurima Myakér{ma. Munérima.

kuenda Myakéénda. Muné¥&nda.,
kupetesa Mwaképétesa. Mundpétesa.
kuchalra Mwakéchéira. Mundch¥ira.
kurimisa Mwakér{misa. Munorimisa.
kuita Mwaké{ta basagyi? MunoXta basagyi?

59



UNIT 6

SHONA BASIC COURSE

Group 14.

kurima

kuenda

kusvika

kuchaira

kurimisa

Group 15,

&=

O oo N & Wb

pos{

pir{

tatl
china
shanl
tanhatu
chinomwé
ruséré
pfumbamwe

gumi

Third person subJects.

s 4
Wakarlma.

Wakaenda.

rd &
Wakasvika.
[ ]

Wakachaira.

rd 4
Wakarimisa.

fHow long??

r'd 'd rd 4
zZuva rimwe

4 7’
mazuva
, s
mazuva
Id 4
mazuva
4 ’
mazuva
' 4
mazuva
d /7
mazuva
/ ’
mazuva
7’ 7
mazuva

s s
mazuva

mavir{

— rd
matatu
mana

’ W

mashani
4 r'd
matanhatu

- /’
manomwe

c ¢
masere

mapfumbamwe

-
gumi
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4
Anorima.

£
ﬁnoenda.
I'd rd
Anosvika.
r'd rd .
Anochaira,

rd
Anorimisa°

/
mwedzi
mwedz{

¢
mwedzi

rd
mwedzi

s
mwedzl
mwedz{

¢
mwedzl

r'd
mwedzl

¢
mwedzil

mwedz{

3
amwé
miyir{
mitatu
mina
mishan
mitanhaty
minomwé
miséré
mipfumbamwe

gim{
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Group 16, ‘tAgo!  Numerals 3-10.

3 Takasvika mwedz{ mitatd yakap¥érX. Takésviga m@séndo
matatu akap¥ri.

4 Takasvika mwedz{ mina yakap¥ri. Takasvika masdndo
mana akap¥ri.

6 Takasvika mwedz{ mitdnhati yakdp¥ri. Takésyfka @aségdo
matanhatu akap¥ri.

T Takasvika mwedz{ mInomwé yakép%ré. Takasv{ka masondo
manomwé akapdr¥.

8 Takasvika mwedz{ miséré yakap¥rX. Takésyiga m@séndo
masere akapdri.

9 Takasvika mwedz{ mipfumbamwe yakap¥r¥.  Takasvika maséndg
mapfumbamwe akap¥®ri.

10 Takasvika mwedz{ gim{ yakap¥ri. Takésvikalmaséndo
gum{ akap¥ry.

Group 17. The aspect prefixes /-zo-/ and /-ndo-/.

kudz{id{sa Ndinézdenda[koodz{dz{sa. Ndindzodz{dz{s4.
kundodzidisa.

kurima Ndindzdenda kundorima. Ndinoz¥rima.

kusanda Ndindzdenda kundosanda. Ndindzosanda.

kuchaira Ndindzdenda kundochaira. Ndindz¥chalra,

kuvaka NdinézSenda kundovaka. Ndindzovaka.

kuita Ndindzdenda kundoita basa. Ndindzoita basa.

kufambira Ndinézgenda kundofémb{ré zvikéro. Ndindzofambira zvikéro.
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7 L 7 L4 I'd ’
kudzidzisa Vanozod21dz{sa.
. ’ ’ 3
kurimisa Vanozorimisa.
rd rd 4 'd ’ 4
kusanda Vanozosanda.
3 ’ ’ .
kurima Vanozorima.
’ Id
kusvika Vanozosvika.
V4 4
kuenda Vanozoenda.

Exercise 18, Read aloud and verify correctness of tones.
Then write the tones.

munochaira vanouya
wakarimisa (3 sg.) takauya
unopetesa (2 sg.) tinouya
unodzidzisa (2 sg.) ndinosanda
wakadzidzisa (2 sg.) ndakasanda
vakasanda vanoenda

Practice Conversation

You say good morning to Mangwénan{ Vapwéré.
a group of children.

Mangwénani maf.

4 ’ Id
You ask them how Mqaraga here
they are. vanangu?

4 4 4 rd
6 Tarara zvakanaka.
2
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You ask about their Var¥r¥ heré baba?
father.
fiwa var¥rs zvavo.
You ask where Babé Muséné’
Mr., Musana lives, vanogarepi?
Vénégara muSakubva.
You ask what work Vandita basapyi?
he does.
Vandchaira.
You greet a girl as Mangwénan{ Mukunda.

your daughter.
Mangwénan{ shéwe.

ey /N rd 4 I'd
You ask her when she Wakauya rini pano?
came here,

‘N e
Ndakguyé musi we-
chishanl.

rd ’ 4
Ndaang mazuva
4
matanhatu ndava
rd 4 3
pano.

1. Use a large calendar which includes at least the last ten
days.

a) Tutor asks student when he came here, Student re-
plies, at the same time pointing to the appropriate day on the
calendar.

b) Tutor points to a day on the calendar and asks
students when he himself arrived. Students reply, ¥You
arrived ago? or 1You arrived last L

¢) The same kind of drill may be done with weeks and
months.
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2. Practice asking when a person arrived and how long he
will stay (/-gara/). In replying, each student should use
at least onge each of the time expressions in the supple-

mentary vocabulary for this unit.

64



SHONA BASIC COURSE

UNIT 7

BASIC DIALOGUE

~kdrd

A Mhuri yavd in¥ry.

A fnoda imbd hird.
~ti

B  Ndindti vachasvika.

~ ¢
ngani

4 4 -— Id
A Vang vana vangani?

mukomana (1, 2)
(1

'I /7
musikana (1, 2)

s d — I

B Vakomana vaviril
Id r'd
nYmisikana.

B  Vandzogara kwlgdré.

Supplementary vocabulary.

Vanodd imba hurd.
Vanoda imba dfki.
Vénodé imbé nhéte.

rd 'd . 4 4
Vanoda imba chena.

UNIT 7

large, important
Their family is large.
It needs a large house.
to say, do

I suppose they will get
here.

how many?

How many children do
they have?

boy
girl
Two boys and a girl.

They will stay for a year.

Three adjectives.

They want a large house.

~afki /~ddko/~dtku small

narrow

white

The forms for Classes 5, 9, and 10 must be learnt separately

for each adjective.

Class 5 Classes 9, 10
gﬁrﬁ hird

afki dfki (or ndafki)
déte nhéte

jené cheng
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Stem (used in all
other classes)

~,

kuru
~afki
~téte

~ I'd
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Supplemer ary vocabulary. Time expressions with the /-cha-/
tense,

'They will arrive by and by.!

Vachasvika garé garé by and by
manheri evening
mangwéné tomorrow
Syéndo rino this week
paMugobéra on Saturday
paChipiri on Tuesday

1. The /-cha-/ tense.

A new tense is illustrated in the sentence:
Vachasvika. They will arrive.
The /-cha-/ tense uses the subject prefixes of the /-no-/ tense,
Unit 5, Note 1, but the tonal patterns of the /-ka-/ tense, Unit 6,
Note 1. Its most usual meaning seems to be !futurel!, but with

some stems it corresponds to English fstill.!

2. The tones of ohe-syllable verbs.

By far the largest number of Shona verbs have two or
more stem syllables. Those with three or more will usually
be found to contain one or more derivational extensions in
addition to the root. Thus, /-rima/ (two syllables, with
root /-rim-/, and /-rimisa/ (three syllables, with root /-rim-/
plus extension /-is-/).

There are a few verbs that haye monosyllabic stems.
Most of them are high verbs (e.g. /-da/ ('want, like!). One
common monosyllabic verb (/-ti /) is a low verb.

In general, the monosyllabic verbs follow the same
tonal rules as do the longer verbs. But some dialect areas
which have high tone on first and second person forms of high
verbs in the /ka/, /cha/, and /no/ tenses have low tones on
the stem syllable of monosyllabic high verbs:
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4 4 4
ndinosanda

rd 4 ld
ndakasanda

but, for the same speakers:

ndinédé

ndakada

3. Possessive pronouns.

alreadys

Certain of the possessive pronouns have been encountered

mhuri Xélé their family

mipenyu gzé&é hels all right

zvéngu as for me

yar¥rad’ zvayo it (i.e. /mhuri/ Class 9) slept

The personal possessive pronoun stems are:

tone on

Singular Plural
-éngﬁ my -édu our
-8ko thy —ényﬁ your
~4ké his, her -avo their

Note that all of these except the first have high
both syllables.

The possessive pronouns for Classes 3 - 18 are:

’ N
~ I'd N ~
3 awo T acho
~? N 8 ~&ZVO
h ayo a
~ ’ N ~ r'd N
5 aro 9 ayo
~tN 10 ~4dz0o
6 awo
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11 ~arwo 15 ~akwo
12 ~ako 16 ”épb
13 ~atwo 17 ~akwO
1%  ~dnhwo 18 “émyb

Note that the tone of the last syllable is low in each of
these stems.

The possessive stems for Classes 3 - 18 may be broken
down into:

/-a-/ (possessive) + class concord + /-o-/

The same analysis may be applied to the personal possessives,
except that not all of them end with /o/, and that the first
and second person plural stems begin with /e/. It is possible
to get around this latter difficulty by assuming nonexlistent
stems */-1du/ and */-inyu/ for these forms, and then stating a
rule that /a/ coalesces with /i/ to become /&/.

The concordial prefixes used before these possessive
stems are:

1 wW- 10 dz-
2 V- 11 rw-
3 W~ 12 k-

L y- 13 tw-
5 r- 14 hw-
6 #- (i.e. no overt prefix) 15 kw-
7 ch- 16 p-

8 ZV-— 17 kw-
9 y- 18 mw-
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Note that a possessive pronoun for Classes 3 - 18 contains two
concords, which are independent of one another. The one that
begins the word 1s 1in agreement with the noun that stands for the
thing that is possessed; the one that stands between /-é—/ and
/-0-/ is in agreement with the noun that stands for the possessor:

basa rayo her work (basa (5),
mhandara (9))
vana vacho its children (vana (2),
(i.e. the school)
chikéro (7))

Sentences for systematic practice.

Group 1. Concord with possessives. Classes 1 and 2.

Vd -I .I 4 r'd 4 4
mwana Anod21d21sa mwana wedu.
4 rd r'd 4 rd 4 4
vana Anodzidzisa vana vedu,
’ rd r'd rd 4 4 rd 4
mukunda Anodzidzlisa mukunda wedu.
d 'd d 4 'd rd rd
mukorore ﬁnodz{dz{sa mukorore wedu.
r'd { ’ ’ 4
baba fnodz{idz{sa vaba vangu.
s, 2 rd ? N\ ravd rd
mal Enodzidz{sa mal vangu,

Group 2. Concords with possessilves.

imba Ndinddid imba yangu.
mwana Ndinddi mwana wangu.
vana Ndindd4d vana vangu.
basa Ndinddd basa rangu.
chikéro Ndinddd chikdéro changu.
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mai Ndindda maf véngu.
baba Ndindd4d baba vangu.
mhuri Ndinddd mhuri yangu.

Group 3. The /-cha-/ tense. First and second person singular,
high and low verbs.

kusvika Uchasvika here? Ndichasvika,
kuuya Uchaly¥ heré? NdichalyX.
kuvaka Uchavik¥ heré? Ndichavaka.
kurima Ucharima heré? Ndicharima.
kusanda Uchas¥nd¥ heré? Ndichas¥ndX.
kuita Uchafta heré? Ndichafta.
kugara Uchégéra heré? Ndichégéra.
kuenda Uchaénda heré? Ndichaénda.
kudz{dz{sa  Uchadz¥dz¥s¥ heré? NdichadzfdzYs¥.

Group 4, Plural subjects.

kusvika Muchasvika rini? Tichasvika manherﬁ.
kuuya Muchatyd rini? Tichalya manheru.
kuenda Muchéénda rini? Tichéénda manherﬁ.
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kusanda Muchas¥nds' rini? Tichas¥ndX manheruy.
kurima Muchér{ma rini? Tichdrima manherﬁ.
kuita Muchaita rini? Tiché{ta manheruy.

Group 5. The /-cha-/ tense, 3 person, high and low verbs.

T 4 rd r'd I'd
kusvika Vachasvika musi weMugobera.
r, 2 4 L 4 .I /7 4
kusanda Vachasanda musi weMugobera.

A ’ Vi
kuenda Vachaenda mus{ weMugobera.
{I ’ Vs , I'd ’ £
kxudz{idz{sa Vachadz{dz{sa mus{ weMugobera.
. ll. rd Id ’
kurima Vacharima musi weMugobera.
s 2 / s 2 Id Vd ’,
kuuya Vachauya musl weMugobera.
. /I.. { 4 rd
kurimisa Vacharimisa musl weMugobera.

Group 6. The /-cha-/ tense vs. the /-no-/ tense.

'T come every day.t 1T will come
tomorrow.?t

s, . 2 2 ¢ b 1 s, .
kuuya NdinOuya mazuva g@se(esé). Ndichaly¥
’
mangwana.

. 4 LA S S AP A 4 -I.l
kuita NdinoYta mazuva ¢se(ese). Ndichaita
7
mangwana.

L 4 .III LT S A A A A 4 .I
kusanda Ndinosanda mazuva g@se(ese). Ndichas¥nd¥
mangwana.

. , ¢t 2 2
kurima NdinorYma mazuva g¢se(ese). Ndichar%mq
mangwana.

z 7 /.2 ’ ¢ s 2 .t

xudz{dz{sa Ndinddzidz{sd mazivd ¢sé(ésé). NdichadzidzYs¥

mangwana.
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. . . l. ’ 4 4 4 ’ 4 . k4 I.
kuchaira Ndinochaira mazuva ¢sé(ese). Ndichachaira
4 7
mangwana.
. 4 K4 ./ d . 4 rd r'd ’ s I d . Id
kufambira Ndinofambira zvikoro mazuva @se(ese). Ndichaf¥mbir
7
zvikoro
4 4
mangwana.

Group 7. Certain time expressions with the /-cha-/ tense.

Kchadzidz{s¥ kwég¥re.

mwedz{ Achadz{dazis¥ kwlmw¥dz1.
kurimisa Acharimisa kwgmw¥dzi.

syéndo Kcharimisa kwésyéndo.
kufambira fehafdmbirsd zvikdéro kwésvdndo.
goré fcharambira zvikdro kwégdre.
kuita basa fehdita basa kwlgdre.

syéndo fchaita basa kwésYéndo.
kusanda fchasanda kwésyéndo.

mwedz{ fchasanda kwomw¥dz1i.

Kuweza Kehaweza kwQmw¥dzi.

Oral reading practice.

Read aloud, supplying the tones on words that are not already
marked. When the tones are correct, write them in the text.
Finally, retell the paragraph in your own words, and answer the
tutor!s questions on 1t.

Baba naMai Shumba vang vana vatatu.

N 7
Vakomana vaviri ndmis{kana.
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Vanoita basa mangwananl ném¥s{kat{,

Vachauya kugara pano kwQmw&dzl mitatu.

Vanoda kudzidzisa kurima ngkﬁwéza.

Vachadzidzisa mhandara naméjahé.

Ndinotl vachagara patyo n€ch¥kdro chedu.

Practice conversation.

You ask how many

children Mr. and

Baba naMaf Shumba véana

7’ - e
Mrs. Shumba have, vana vangani?

and where they
live,

and what kind of
work they do.

You ask whether
they will stay
for a week.

Free conversation.

Describe your
as much about them
vocabulary and the

Vénégara pépi?

’ d ’ -
Vanosanda basanyf?

’ ’ 7’ 4
Vanozogara kwesvondo

4
here?

’ 4 - ’
Vang vana vatatu.

’, d 4
Vanogara muSakubva.

Vénofémb{ré zvikéro.
Ndindti vachasvika

4 rd ’ 7/
pano mangwana.

rd d 4
Hunde, vanozogara

rd 'd
kwesvondo.
L]

own family, and several other families, telling
and their future plans as you can within the
grammar which you have met so far,
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UNIT &

UNIT 8

BASIC DIALOGUE

A

Supplementary vocabulary.

Ch{nyi cheﬁngadé?

simbi (9, 10)
Inf ndingéd@ simbi.

chitéro (7, 8)
Ndichaénda kuchitdro.
Ndingéénd@wé newé heré?
Héngu, tingéénd@.

nguva (9, 10)
Tingaénda ngﬁvﬁ?yi?

Tingéénd@ zvédu masikat{.

Supplementary vocabulary.

in{ I
1wé you (sg.)
{ye he, she

a store,

Ndingéd@ s{mbi.
Ndingada chig¥rd.
Ndingéd@ muny,

Ndingada shuka,

75

. 4

isu
I'd

imwi

rd

ivo

(9, 10)
(7, 8)
(3)
(9)

What would you 1like?
(*It is what which you
would like??!)
an iron for clothing
I'd 1ike an iron.
store
I will go to the store.
May I go with you?
Yes, we may go [together].
time

What time can we go?

We can go in the after-
noon.,

The personal pronouns.

we
you (pl. or honorific)

they

Articles that one might want from

an iron

scissors

salt

sugar
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Ndingédg zingwa,

Ndingédg parafini,

Ndingada machisi,

Ndingéd@ s{po.

Ndingédg mbéy,

Supplementary vocabulary.

(55 6)
(9)

(9, 10)
(9, 10)
(9, 10)

IT will go to a beer drink.!

Ndichéénda ku-

mahéu,
Jjangano.
basa
musha
dh{bhi
chéchi
Jana
munda
mitambo
gadheni

.t
rwizi

. 7

ndwizi

ra
tsime

dangé

(6)

(5, 6)
(5, 6)
(3, %)
(5, 6)

10)

(3, %)
(3, %)
(5, 6)

(11)
(10)

(9, 10)
(5)

bread

kerosene

match

soap

seed

Places where one might go.

sweet beer
communal labor
work

home

dip tank

church

herding of cattle
field

games

garden

river
rivers

well

cattle kraal (plural
is matanga (6)
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1. The /-nga-/ tense.

Examples of a new prefix are found 1ng
Ndingada simb1. Itd like an iron.
Ndingééndawé newé heré? May I go with you?

Tingéénd@ mas{kat{. We can go 1in the
afternoon,

In some important dialects of Shona, the final vowel of an
affirmative form that contains /-nga-/ is /e/ and not /a/:
/ndingadé/ etc.

The /-nga-/ tense uses the same subject prefixes as
the /-no-/ and /-cha-/ tenses, and the same tonal patterns as
the /-cha-/ and /-ka-/ tenses.

Forms with /-nga-/ have a 'potentiall meaning, which
is often translated into English by use of one of the modals
fcan?, 'may!, 'might!. It may also be used in stating a desire,
in order to give obliqueness to a request. The first of the
above examples illustrates this use.

With respect to their meanings, forms with /-nga-/ are
then quite unlike what are usually called Ttenses? and much more
like what linguists call tmodes! or fmoods!. This book speaks
of 'the /-nga-/ tense! rather than !the /-nga-/ mood? because
/-nga-/ occurs in the same slot as /-no-/, /-cha-/, and /-ka-/
and is mutually exclusive with them, and because the meanings
of these three prefixes do have to do with time,

A note on strong adjectives.

The student has already met two different types of words
which show concordial agreement with nouns. Each category--
possessives and subject prefixes--has some kind of prefix cor-
responding to each of the noun classes., But the precise form
of the prefix for any given class may not be identical with the
form of the prefix for that same class as 1t appears with the
nouns themselves. Thus, the subject prefix for Class 1 is
/a- /, the prefix used with possessives is /w- /, but the noun
itself in the same class has /mu-/.
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There is one group of words which have class prefixes
of exactly the same form as the nouns. These words, which
number only about two dozen altogether, are called t!strong
adjectives.?! Four of the most frequent strong adjectives were
met in the supplementary vocabulary for Unit 7. For practice
in using them, see Groups 8 and 9 of the systematic practice
materials.

Reported speech after /-ti-/.

In English and in other European languages, one may
report what has been said in either of two ways:

He said he wanted to go. (Indirect quotation)

He said, ' I want to go.! (Direct quotation)
IDirectt and !indirect! quotations differ in a number of ways:
(1) the punctuation of the written form, and the use of pause
and intonation in the spoken forms (2) the change in tense of
the verbs (3) the use of a third person subject thel for the
verb fwant! in the indirect quotation, as contrasted with the
preservation of the original subject (#I?!) in the direct quo-
tation.

In speaking Shona, one does not have this set of
choices. Shona quotation 1s of the direct type.

Ndinodd kuenda. (Original sentence)
yékéti ndinoda kuenda. (Same speech event as reported
a day or more later by some-

one else.)

For practice in the use of reported speech, see Group 10
of the sentences for systematic practice.

1. Correlation of subJect pronouns with subject prefixes.
'What time may I go?!
inf In{ ndingdéndg nguvanyi?

iwe Iwé ungaéndag ngﬁvégyi?
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{ye fye angdends ngﬁvégyi?
isu Isu tingaénda ngﬁvégyi?
imw{ Imy{ mungiéndg ngﬁvépyi?
{vo fvo vangaenda ngﬁvﬁpyi?

2, Examples of the /-nga-/ tense with persons and numbers,
high and low verbs.

1Can we go with you?!

kuenda newé Tingéénda newé heré ?

{vo Vangdendg newé heré ?
kurima munda Véngérim@ munda heré?

{ye Angérimq munda heré?
kusanda muofisi Angasandg mudfisi heré?
imw{ Mungas¥nd¥ mudfisi heré?
kuenda kuchikoro Mungaéndg kuchikéro heré?
iwé Ungéénd@ kuchikoro heré?
Kuuya Ungaliy¥y kuchikdro heré?

3. One syllable high verb, first and second vs. third persons.

What [kind of] soap do you T want a small bar.!

want?!
1wé Undda sipopy{? Ndindda s{po afki.
imwi Munoda s{popyf? Tindda s{po afki.
iye £noda s{pogy{? £noaa s{po afxki.
{vo Vanoda s{popy{? Vanoda sipo afki.
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4, The tones of high verbs with monosyllabic vs. disyllabic stems.

I'T want to come.!

in{ Ndinddd kulya.

1sd Tinddd kuuya.

{ye £noaa kuﬁyé.

{vo Vanoda kuﬁyé.

baba Baba vanoda kuﬁyé.
mai M&{ vénoda kuﬁyé.

5. The infinitive vs. the /-no-/ tense.

isu

baba
majahé
vafund{si
iye

e
1VOo

IWe want to build a house.!

Tinodd kuvaka imba.

Baba vanoda kuvaka imba.
Majaha &noda kuvaka imba.
Vafund{si vanodd kuvaka imba.
fye anoda kuvaka imba.

4 I'd 4 I'd 7’
fvo vanodd kuvaka imba.

80

'T will come tomorrow.!
. ’V 4 d
NdichalUy¥ mangwana.
. Iv 4 4
Tichaly¥ mangwana.
’ 4 I 4
ﬁchauya mangwana.
4 4 4 rd 4
Vachauya mangwana.
4 4 4 4 ld
Vachauya mangwana.

’ ’ 4 4 ’
Vachauya mangwana.

It We will build houses.t

Tinévaka dzimba.

Baba vanovaka dzimba.
Majaha anovaka dzimba.
Vafund{si vdnovakd dzimba.
fye anovaka dzimba.

4 4 r'd 'd
fvo vanovaka dzimba,
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6. Agreement of numerals with nouns: fone! and ttwotl

1Itd 1ike one iron. 1114 1ike two irons. '
s{mb1 Ndingadg simbi {mwé. Ndingadg s{mbi mbir{.
machisi Ndingéda machisi {mwé. Ndingéd@ machisi mbird,
s{po Ndingéda s{po {mwé. Ndingéd@ s{po mbir{.

chig¥rd Ndingad) chigd&r¥ chimwé. Ndingada zvig¥rd zviviri.

zlngwa Ndingéd@ zingwa rimwé. Ndingéd@ mazingwa maviri.

T. Agreement of numerals with nouns: fthow many?! and fthreef,

'How many irons would you 'I!d like three irons.!

like?t
s{mbi Mungéda simbi ngan{? Ndingéda s{mbi nhatu.
machisi Mungéd@ machisi ngan{? Ndingéda machisi nhatd.
s{po Mungéda s{po nganf? Ndingéda sfpo nhatd.

zvig&rd Mungada zvigérd zvinganf{? Ndingadg zvigérd zvitati.

mazingwa Mungéda mazingwa mangan{? Ndingéda mazingwa matatu.

8. Agreement of a strong adjective with nouns.

'We 1live in a large town,'!

guta Tinéggra muguta gﬁrﬁ.

imba Tinégéra mulmbd hurud.
musha Tinégéra mumusha mukurd.
héspitari Tinégéra muhéspitari hurd.
gomo Tinégéra mugomo gﬁrﬁ.
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9. tHe works in a large town.!
guta fnosanda muguta gurd.
héspitari fnosanda muhéspitari hurd.
chitdro fnosanda muchitdro chikurd.
chikoro fnosanda pachikdro chikuri.
munda fnosanda mumunda mukuri.
gédheni fnosanda mugédheni gﬁrﬁ.
chéehi £nosanda pachéchi hﬁrﬁ.

10. Reported speech.

Achéenda kuéfisi.

He will go to the office,

in{ Ndakati achdenda kuofisi. I said he would go to the
office.
{vo Vakati dchdenda kudfisi. They said he would to go the
office.
{ye Wakati ndichaénda kudfisi. He said he would go to the
* office.

ﬁnégara patyo.

in{ Ndakati 4dndgara patyo.

{vo  vakati andgara patyo.

iye Wékéti ndinégéra patyo.
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Vaswéra zvirinane,
in{ Ndakati vaswéra zvirinane,
{ye Wékéti vaswéra zvirinane.
{vo Vakati taswéra zvirinane.
Practice conversation,
You ask where the little Vakémana vadiki vékéendep{?
boys went.
Rini?
(The day you had in Musumbunuko.
mind was Monday. )
Vakdenda
xudhibhi.
Reading selections. Read aloud, and check the accuracy of

the tones, Then write the tone marks in. Finally, translate
and answer questions about 1t in Shona.

Vasikana vanoenda kumunda here?
Vachaenda masikati.

Vakomana vanoita basagyi?
Vachaenda kugadheni.
Vangazosvika kudanga here?
Hunde.

Imba yenyu ihuru here?
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Hunde ihuru.

Munogara sepyi pano?
Tinogara zvakanaka.
Mungasvik% pano manheru here?
Tingasvik% Chipiri manheru.

Free Conversation,

Use the /-nga-/ tense in asking and giving permission
to do various things. Include requests for permission to go
to each of the places included in the supplementary vocabulary
for this unit.
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UNIT 9
BASIC DIALOGUE
-r{

—téngésé
hobd (5, 6)

A Ndir{ xuténgésa mahobd.
mar{ (9)

B £ndita mar{gyi?
tiki (9, 10)

A Ndinofta matatu tiki.
-nyanya

kani

B Ah! mur{ kunyanya kani.

A Zvakanaka mungé{ta mana.

dazeni (5, 6)

B  Ndingadn¥ maddzeni mavir{,

A Aya ari péné.
kubvani
B  Kubvani mari yényu Iyi.

mwazviita

85

am, 1s, are
to sell
banana

I am selling bananas.
money

How much are they?
three penny piece

I sell three for a tickey.
to be excessive

(a politely emphatic
interjection)

Oh, youlre too high,

A1l right, you can have
(%dot) four.

dozen

It11 take (!'I may get?)
two dozen,

Here they are,
then, so
Then herefs your money.

thank you (!'you
have done itt?)
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-siya to leave

A Mwazv{té, tamﬁs{yé. Thank you. Good bye.
: {'we have left yout)

Supplementary vocabulary. Coins.

Endita  tiki (9, 10) three pence
sisi/susupénzi (9, 10) six pence
shereni (9, 6) shilling
hafupéni (5, 6) halfpenny
kobiri (5, 6) penny
mashereni mair{ two shillings
hafukordni (9, 6) half crown
chishany (7, 8) five shillings
mbofana (9, 10) ten shilling note
pdndo (9, 10) pound sterling

Answers to /muri kUitenyi?/:

Nair{ kunyéré. to write

Ndir{ kibika. to cook

Ndir{ kGverenga. to read, count

Ndir{ kutdmba, to play

Ndiri kigeza. to wash

Nairi kubereka mwana. to carry a child on the back
Nair{ kurera mwana. to care for a child

Ndir{ xtdirira mbéﬁ. 86 to water seeds
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Ndir{ xus{md maruva. to transplant flowers
-sima to transplant
ruva (5, 6) flower

Ndir{ kutema miti. to cut trees
-téma to cut
mut{ (3, %) tree, medicine,

wood

Ndir{ kuvddza' hini. to split firewood
-vadza to split (transi-

tive)
nunf (9, 10) piece of firewood

Ndir{ kuténgé péraffni. to buy kerosene
—téngé to buy
parafini (9) kerosene

1. The verb stem /-ri /.

The basic dialogue for this unlit contains the forms

/ndirf/ (first person singular), /murf{/ (second person singular),

and /ar{/ (Class 6, with second high tone lowered before the
initial high tone of the following word, cf. Unit | Note 8
The stem /-r{ / is unusual in two ways: (1) 1t ends with the
/-1/ instead of /-a/s (2) it does not combine with the tense
fixes, Because it does not have all the kinds of forms that
verbs have, it is called !defective.! With respect to 1its
meaning, /-ri / corresponds in many respects to English tam,
arel,

(For practice, see Groups 4, 5, and 8)

2, Infinitives after /-r{ /.

In one of its very common uses, /-ri / precedes the
finitive of other verbs:

87

).
vowel
pre-
other

is,

in-
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Ndiri{ kuténgésa mahobd. I'm selling bananas.

This construction is usually best translated into English with
the present progressive (!is ing!) tense, as in the above
example., But there may be some areas of Rhodesia where the
construction /—r{ / plus the infinitive of a given verb is
interchangeable with the /-no-/ tense of the same verb.

(For practice, see Group 8.)

3. The enclitic /--nyi/.

Compare the sentences:

£ndita mar{gyi? How much (!what money?)
are they?

UnoXta basany{? What work do you do?

Mur{ kuitenyf{? What are you doing?

The final syllable in each of fThese sentences is pronounced
etther /-yi / (westerly) or /-nyi / (easterly). It is not a
separate word, but 1s pronounced together with whatever pre-
cedes it. This means that it is the syllable before /--nyi/
that gets the penultimate accent (Unit 1, Note 1). So for
example, in the sentence:

Ndir{ kuita basa. I'm working.
the syllable that 1s accented is /ba/, but in
Ur{ kuita basanyf? What work are you doing?

the accented syllable 1s /sa/.

After a low tone, the tone of /--pyi/ is high: /basanyi/.
After a single high tone, the tone of /--nyi/ is low: /maripyl/.
After two consecutlve high tones, some dialects have low tone
on /--nyi/, while others have high tone on /--nyi/ but low tone
on the'syllable that precedes it:

/ngﬁvégyi/ or /nguvanyf{/
(For practice, see Groups 3, 6, 7, 8.)
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4, Proximal and distal demonstratives.

In the sentences:

Aya ari péné. These are here,
Mar{ yényd Iyi. This [is] your money.

the forms /aya/ (Cl. 6) and /iyi/ (Cl. 9) are examples of forms
which will be called PROXIMAL DEMONSTRATIVES, and which correspond
closely to English tthis, thesef. Demonstratives may be used

in positions where one usually finds nouns, as in the above
examples, or they may be used as modifiers of nouns:

aya mahobd these bananas
iyl rar{ this money
ichi chikdro this school

The proximal demonstratives for the concordial classes
of Shona are given below in the left hand column. The forms
in the right hand column are DISTAL DEMONSTRATIVES, corresponding
to English !that/those over theret,

PROXIMAL DISTAL
1 uyu uyo
2 ava avo
3 uyu uyo
4 iyi iyo
5 iri iro
6 aya ayo
7 ichi icho
8 izvi izvo
9 iyi iyo
10 idzi idzo

89



UNIT 9 SHONA BASIC COURSE

11 urwu urwo
12 aka ako
13 utwu utyo
14 uhwu uhwo
15 uku uko
16 apa apo
17 uku uko
18 umu umo

Note that the distals are like the proximals except that
they have /-o/ as the final vowel.

Note also that the word /apo/, which has already been
learned with the meaning ttheretl, is simply the distal demonstra-
tive for Class 16. In the same way, /apa/ is often translated
with fheret!, /umu/ with 'in here! and /umo/ with !in therel,

(For practice, see Groups 1-3.)

1. Demonstratives with nouns of various classes,

'Do you want/like this banana?!!'I want/like that

one, !
hobd Unddd iri hobd heré? Ndinddi iro.
mahobd Unddi aya mahobd heré? Ndinddd ayo.
munda Unddd uyu munda heré? Ndinddd uyo.
minda Unddd iyi minda heré? Ndinddd iyo.
parafini Unddd iyi parafini heré? Ndinddid iyo.
shuka Unodd 1yl shuka heré? Ndinddd iyo.
munyu Undédi uyu munyu heré? Ndindda uyo.
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sipo
{ N
simbi
. 4
chikoro
rd
zvikoro
4
chitoro
. ’
zvitoro
’ Iy
chechi
4 ’
vapwere
4 4
mupwere
rd r'd .
vafundisi

mufundisi

Undda
Undda
Unoda
Undda
Undda
Unoda
Undda
Undda
Undda
Unoda

Undda

rd 4
iyi sipo here?
. rd
iyi sfmbi heré?
'y . 3 4 4
ichi chikoro here?
. 4
izvi zvikoro here?
. . 4 4
ichi chitoro here?
s 4
izvi zvitoro here?
. . 4 d
iyi chechl here?
£ ’ s
ava vapwere here?
4 4 rd
uyu mupwere here?
Y I'd . 4
ava vafundisi here?

Y4 { 7
uyu mufundisi here?

2. Concord between proximal demonstrative
vs. plural.

hob6
s{po
huni

chig¥&rd
simpbi
zingwa

imba

THow

much is this banana?!

Iri hobd rindita mar{pyi?

Iyi s{po {ndita marfpyi?

Iyl nin{ {ndita mar{pyi?

Ichil chig¥&rd chindita mar{pyi?

Iyi sfmbi {ndita maripyi?

Iri zingwa

7 7 'd .
rinoita marinyi?

PP SN {
Iyl imba inoita marinyi?
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Ndinoda
Ndindda
Ndindda
Ndindda
Ndinoda
Ndinoda
Ndinoda
Ndinoda
Ndindda
Ndinoda
Ndinoaa

and noun,

iyo.
iyo.
icho,
izvo.
icho.
izvo.
iyo.
avo.
uyo.
avo.
uyo.

Singular

'How much are these

bananas ?!

Aya mahobd

andita mar{pyi?

Idzi s{po dzindita mar{pyi?

Idzi hunf{ dz{ndita mar{gyi?

Izvi zvigérd zvindita

I'd
marinyi?

Idzi simbi
mar{pyi?

dzindita

4 rd
Aya mazingwa anoita

mar{pyi?

Idzi dzimbd dz{indita

mar{pyi?
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3. Demonstratives with nouns of various classes.

hobd

4
mahobo
mana

s{mpi

simbi
ina

s{po

s{po
ina

chig¥rd

zvigdrd
zvina

hun{

tHow much is this banana?!

Iri hobo rindita mar{pyi?

Aya mahob6 mana andita marfpyi?

Iyi simbi {ndita mar{pyi?

It is one penny.!

Rindita kébiri.

£ndita makdbiri mana.

fndita chishany.

Idzi simbi ina dzindita marinyi? Dzindita p¥ndo.

. e { 7. {
Iyi sipo inoita marinyi?

{ . { 7. 4 .
Idzi sipo ina dzinoita marinyi?

Ichi chigérd chindita marinyie

fndita shereni.

rd 4 .
Dzinoita mashereni
mana.

Cchindita mashereni
mair{.

. v N . K . £ 7
Izvi zvigérd zvina zvindita marinyi? Zvinolta mashereni

4 rd rd rd
Idzi huni dzinoita marinyi?

masere,

Dzindita héfukoréni.

4, Personal subject prefixes with /—r{—/.

'Where are you?!
Uripi?
Mur{pi?
Arip{?

Vérip{?

92

'Tim here.!

Ndir{ péné.
Tir{ péné.

fri péné.

’ / 4
Varli pano.
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5. Use of location-words after /-ri/.

tAre the children in the house?!

4 4 2 4 4
mumba Vana vari mumba here?
Vs . rd I.I 'd . 4
chechi Vana varl muchechi here?
4 é s L 4 . Ve
gadheni Vana vari mugadheni here?
4 . . 'd 4 rd . 4
hospitari Vana Varf muhospitari here?
4 A4 - rd
patyo Vana vari patyo here?
4 4 L r'd
gomo Vana vari mugomo here?
4 LA 4 — rd
munda Vana vari mumunda here?
, 7 P 4 — 4 rd
danga Vana vari mudanga here?
P 4 4 4 T 4 ’
pano Vana var{' pand heré?
’ ’ A ’ ’
kure Vana varli kure here?

6. Questions with /--nyi/ after a low verb.

"What does Father do on ('in?!) the mountain?! 'He cuts trees.!

Baba Vénéitel}yf mugomo ? Maf{ vanditeny{ kumusha?
Vanotema miti. Vanobika.

Baba vénéitepy{ mugédheni? Vanhu vénéitegy{ kujangano?
Vanédirira mbéu. Vanovaka imba.

Vanhu vanditeny{ kUmahéu?

k4 4
Vanorima.
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7. Questions with /--nyi/ after a high verb.

What did you sell?’ T sold an iron.?
iwé Wakéténgésegy{? Ndakat¥ng¥s3® s{mbi.
imyi Myakéténgésegy{? Takat¥ngdsy simbi,
{ye Wékaténgésegyi? Wékaténgésé‘s{mbi.
{vo Vékaténgésegy{? Vékaténgésé’.\sfmbi°

8. Questions with /--nyl/, high and low verbs.

t What are you selling? Tim selling salt. !

kuténgésé urd kuténgésegyi? Ndir{ kuténgésé munyﬁ.
kuita Ur{ kuiteny{? Ndir{ kuita basa rangu.
kurima ur{ kﬁrimepy{? Ndir{ kurima mbéd.
kugeza ur{ kﬁgezegyi? Nair{ klgeza mwané.
kutémé ur{ kutémegy{? Nair{ kutéma muti.
kudirira urf{ kﬁdirirenyf? Ndir{ kldirira mbéd.
kuvadza ur{ kuvédze?y{? Ndiri kxuvadzad' hini.

Practice conversations.

You ask where the Vana véripi?
children are,

Vari kugddheni.

and what they are var{ xiitenyi?
doing.

ol var{ kudirira mbeéd.



SHONA BASIC COURSE UNIT ¢

You want to know Gadheni r{ripi?
where the garden
is,

Rir{ chinhambo.
and when the chil- Vénoﬁya rinte

dren will come
back.

Véchaﬁyé mas{kat{.

You ask a child what Ur{ kutéhgééegyf péné?
he 1s selling here,

Nair{ kuténgésé‘

7
sipo.
You ask how much Iyi sfpo chend Indita
this white soap
is, marf@yi?
A /
Iyi fnoita shereni.
. /v v / /
and ask for some, Ndlngaong chena here?

Zvékénaka.

Readlng exercise, Read aloud, verify and write tones, trans-
late, and answer gquestions in Shona about the content.

Uri kuitenyl mujaha?

Ndiri kutenga shuka.

Vasikana vari kutengenyi?

Vari kutenga mahobo.

Vana vari kuitenyl pano?

Vari kutenga parafini,

Baba Shumba vari kuitegyi pano?
Vari kutenga simbil.
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Free Conversation.

Using real fruits and vegetables if they are available,
practice pricing and buying various kinds of food.
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UNIT 10

BASIC DIALOGUE

Masikat{ chirombdwe.
Mas{kat{.

-tsvaka

an{ (pl. vandan{)
Mur{ kutsvaka an{?
Ndir{ kuda ﬁabé Mukarati.
Ah} Wéénda kwaMutare.
Mwa{depy{ kwawari?

-taura

Ndafdd kutaura navod.

Supplementary vocabulary.

Rhodesia.

kwaMutare to/at
kuHarare to/at
kuMardndera to/at
kuGatoma to/at
kuKwékwe to/at
kuGweru to/at
kuBhuruwayo to/at
kuChipinga to/at

Good dayt

Good day.
to look for, seek
who?

Who are you looking for?

I need Mr. Mukarati.

Oh! He went to Umtall.

What did you want of him?
to speak

I wanted to talk with him.

Some important place-names in

97

Umtali
Sallsbury
Marandellas
Gatooma
Que Que
Gwelo
Bulawayo

Chipinga
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Supplementary vocabulary. Three time expressions suitable for
use with the hodiernal tense,

Waenda mangwénan{ ano. this morning
Waénda chinhambwe. a2 short time ago
Waénda mambakwedza. dawn

1, The /-i-/ tense,

Examples of a new prefix are found in:
Mya{depy{? What did you want?
Ndafda kutaura navo. I wanted to talk with him.

Forms that contain this prefix may be said to be in the /-1i-/

tense. The subject prefixes are the same as those used in the
/-ka-/ tense (Unit 5 , Note 1 , List 2 ), but the tones

are those of the /-no-/ tense (Unit 5 , Note 1 ).

With regard to meanings and English translation equiva-
.lents, the uses of /-i-/ fall into two major groups. First,
and central, it its use as past habitual ('I used to ...!)
(cf. Fortune AGS par. 565). The 1list of sentences which follow
this note illustrate that use. A second and rather frequent
use 1s i1llustrated in the basic dialogue, where reference is not
really to past habitual action, but to a present situation which
one wishes to refer to obliquely. In this respect, /-i-/ is
reminiscent of /-nga-/ (Unit 8, Note 1), and occasionaly occurs
in the same words as /-nga-/.

Ndafngads.... I would like....

(This is the only instance of two of the so-called tense pre-
fixes occurring together.)
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Ndaf¥nda kudhibhi maséndo ¢sé. I used to go to the dip tank
every week.

vai{rima ngﬁvé dzésé. They used to farm all the
time

Ndafg¥ira muimba yédu. I used to live in our house.

Ndafdz{dz{sd vapwéré goré rakapdr¥. I used to teach children last
year.

Ndafr¥pa mwedz{ mItatd yakap¥r¥. I used to do medical work
three months ago.

Nda{t¥ura zvakdnika mazuva 6sé. I used to speak well every

_y .. day.

Ndaf¥nda kujana nguva dzgse. I used to herd cattle all the
time.

Ndafch¥ira makoré aképéré. I used to drive, years ago.

Ndafr¥ra mwana mwedz{ wakap¥rX. I used to care for a child
last month.

Ndaiténgésé mahobd musi weMﬁgobéra. I used to sell bananas on
Saturday.

2. The past tense of today. (The %hodiernal tenset.)

The very first verb forms which occurred in this series
of lessons were in the greeting formulae. They were in a tense
which did not occur outside of such formulae until this unit,
and for this reason it has not been discussed until now. Ex-
amples ares

Mwarara heré? Did you sleep (during the
: past night)?
Viswéra heré? [How] did they spend the
day?
Waénda kwaMutare. He went to Umtali.

The subject prefixes are as for the /-ka-/ tense. The
tones of the verb stems themselves are as for the /-ka-/ tense
also:

mwaﬁyé you came (today)

valy¥ they came (today)

99



UNIT 10 SHONA BASIC COURSE

vasvika they arrived (today)
ndataura I spoke (today)

That is, after high tone, westerly dialects have low tone on
the stems of high verbs. Note that with low stems, some dia-
lects have high tone on the first stem syllable only.

Almost without exception, verbs in this tense are used
to refer to events that have taken place during the same day
or during the preceding night. It may therefore be called the
tpast today! tense, or the thodiernal! tense (from the Latin
word for %todayt).

(For practice in forming the hodiernal tense, see Groups

1-8.)

1. Past today, low verbs, first and second person.

Did you do your work?! T did my work.!
waf{ta basa rakd heré? Ndafita basa réngu.
Waénda kumahéu heré? Ndaénda kumahéu.
Wataura navd heré? Ndataura navd.
war{ma munda here? Ndarima munda.
Waréra mwana here? Ndaréra mwana.
Waswera sépyi? Ndaswéra zvirindne.

2. Hodiernal tense, low verbs, third person.

IHow [well] did he plow?! IHe plowed well,!
kurima Wér{ma ségyi? Wérfma zvakanaka.
kutaura Wétéura sépyi? Wétéura zvakanaka.,
kudirira yéd{rira ségyi? Wéd{rira zvakénéka.
kugeza Wégéza ségyi? Wégéza zvakanaka.
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3. Hodiernal tense, low verbs, first, second, and third persons.

'When did you arrive? ! 'I arrived a short time ago.!
wasvika rini® Ndasv{ka chinhambwe chapéré.
wasvika rinie Wésv{ka chinhambwe chapéré.
Wataura rini? Ndataura chinhambwe chapéré.
wataura rini? Wataura chinhambwe chapéré.

4, Hodiernal tense, high verbs, first and second persons.

IDid you cut trees?! 'T cut trees.'
kutéma Watéma mit{ heré? Ndatéma mitf.
xusima Was{ma maruva heré? Ndas{ma maruva.
kuténga Waténgd parafini heré? Ndaténga parafini.
kuténgésé Waténgésé munyﬁ heré? Ndaténgésé munyﬁ.
kudna Waona vadzidz{si heré? Ndadna vadzidz{si.
kus{yé Wasiyé mwana heré? Ndasiyé mwana.

5. Hodiernal tense, high verbs, third person,

! Where did he leave the children?!

({ye) Wés Yyep{ vana?

ma¥ Mé{'vésiyepi vana?
baba Baba vasYyep{ vana?
muJjaha Mujaha wésiyep{ vana ?
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majaha Majaha asYyep{ vand?
mhandara (sg.) Mhandara yasYyep{ vana?

mhandara (pl.) Mhandara dzasYyepi vana?

6. Hodlernal tense, high verbs, third person, subjects in
varlous classes.

ngiva Ngivd yapérX. The time is up.

sipo S{po yap¥rX. The soap 1s all gone.
paraf{ni Parafini yépéré. The kerosene is all gone.
munyu Munyl wap¥ri. The salt is all gone.
mahobd Mahobd ap¥r¥. The bananas are all gone,
nund Hin{ dzapdry. The firewood is all gone.
basa Basa rapéri. The work is finished.

T. Hodiernal tense, high verbs, first and second vs. third

person. IWhere did your son get the scissors?!
kuéna chig¥rd. Mukérdre wényu WéEnep{ chig¥&rd?
irm:vi' Mx:vaénep{ chig¥érd?
kusiyé mwana Myasiyep{ mwana ?
baba Baba vasYyepi mwana?
kuténga munyu Baba vaténgep{ munyu?
1wé Waténgep{ munyﬁ?
muzvaré Muzvaré yéténgep{ munyﬁ?
imyi Myaténgep{ munyﬁ?
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8. High vs. low verbs, hodiernal tense, third person.

kusvika
kuﬁyé
kuenda
xutéma mitd
kuita basa

kubva

IDid the young man arrive home (today)?!

Mujaha
Mujahé
Mujaha
Mujaha
Mujaha

Mujahé

Practice conversations.

Ask another person
what he is doing
here,

Reply that you are
playing, and ask
when he 1is going
to go home,

You ask where the
other personts
cattle kraal is.

Wésv{ka heré kiumusha?
Wéﬁyé heré kumusha?
Wéénda heré kimusha?
Wét%mé mit{ heré klmusha?
wa{ta basa heré kimusha?

4 4 - rd
wabva here kumusha?
[ ]

Ur{ kuiteny{ pand?

Ndir{ kugeza.

Iwé uri kiiteny{?

Ndir{ kutdmba®

4
zvangu,

Undé¥nda rini

kumba. ?

Ndichdénda mas{kat{.

Dangé rényﬁ ririp{?

R{r{ chinhambo.
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When did Father go Baba vaénda rini
to the kragl? ,
kudanga?
Vaénda mangwénan{.
/ -
What is he doing at  Var{ kiiteny{
the kraal? - ,
kudanga?
var{ kuita basa.
Is he intending to Var{ xuda kuenda
go to the dip 3
tank? kxudh{bhi heré?

Héngu vachaenda
mas{kat{.

Readlng Read aloud, verlfy and mark tones, and learn to take
both roles without reference to the printed text.

Mwakalta basa here Mugobera?
‘Héngu, takadirira mugadheni.
Vasikana vakaitegyi?
Vakarera vana.

Vakomana vakaitepyi?
Vakadirirawd.

Masikatl mhandara,

Maslikati shewe.

Mwaswera here?

Aiwa zvlitambo.
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Vaswera senyil murimisi? [murimisi (1, 2) tagricultural demon-
stratort)

Waenda kwaMutare.
Wanouya rini?

’ ’ Id
Wandzouya musi weMusumbunuko.

Free conversation.

Ask and answer questions about what you and others have
actually done during the current day or the preceding night.
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UNIT 11

BASIC DIALOGUE

nzira (9, 10)
A Nzira indenda kupX?

N 2
B Nd{yo inosvYka muguta.
L 4
-gurira
[ AN ,
A Hapana inogurira here?

B Iyi nd{yo yékéténaka.
A fnésvika ngepéWatsémba

B Kwézvo, nd{yo iyi.

Supplementary vocabulary.

Where is the big road?
Mugwagwa mukuri ﬁrip{?
Mugwagwa murefy ﬁrip{?
Mugwagwa mupamh{ ﬁrip{?
Mugwagwa mutete uripi?
Mugwagwa mupfﬁpi dripi?

d 7’ /
Mugwagwa mutsva uripi?

path, way
Where does the path go?
This is the [one] that goes
to (tarrives int) the
village.

to cut (for)

Isntt there a shorter
[one]?

This is the right [one].
heré? Does it go via Watsomba?

Oh yes, this is 1it.

Adjectives that may describe a road.
muvha (3, 4) road

mugwagwa (3, 4)

~refu long, tall
~pamh{ wide

~tete narrow
~pfﬁpi short
~tsva new

l. Relative verb forms, affirmative,.

verbs:

Notice the tones on the subject prefixes in these
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Ndiyo nzira Indsvika That is the path that
muguta. goes to town.
Ndiyo Inosvika muguta. That is the one that
gets to town.
Hapand nzira lnogurira Isn't there a path that
nerdé? is shorter?
Hapéné inégﬁr{ré heré? Isn't there one that
i < .. is shorter?
Ndiyo yakanaka. That is the one that
is good.

These verbs are formed Just like the third person verbs of the
/-no-/ and /-ka-/ tenses that have been met previously, except
that they have low tone on their subject prefixes. The cor-
responding verbs with high tone on the subject prefix were
INDICATIVE; an indicative form is one which serves as the main
verb in a declarative sentence. The verbs in the examples
cited above, with low tone on the subject prefix, are RELATIVE,
A relative verb never stands as the main verb in a declarative
sentence. Instead, it occuplies positions in the sentence which
may also be occupied by adjectives or by nouns. English trans-
lations, as in all of the above examples, often consist of
relative clauses.

Tonally, relative forms are identical with first and
second person indicative forms. It follows that there is no
audible difference between indicative and relative forms in the
first and second persons:

Ndindbéreka mwana. I carry the child.

Ndfn{ ndindvéreka mwana. It is I (I) who
carry the child.

Relative verbs are also used after /ndfan{/ Iwho (is it)e??.
[For practice in constructing and using relative verbs, see

Groups 1-8 and 10, 11 of the sentences for systematic practiceJ

2. Relative verbs as translations for English adjectives.

The supplementary vocabulary for this unit includes
a number of adjectives, which are cited in this book with a
before the stem. Such adjectives are very few in Shona, num-
bering about two dozen, depending on the dialect that is belng
considered. Most adjectival expressions in Shona are in fact

~
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relative verbs:

nzira yékénéka a good path (ta path that 1s
L, good!)
compare: Nzira yakanaka. The path is good.

3. Concords with /ndaf-/.

One of the most frequently used of the constrgctions
that employ relative verbs is one that begins with /ndi-/ plus
some concordial element.

Ndf{yo yakandka. That is the one (Class 9)
that is good.

Translations for /ndi{yo/ are 'it is that!, or 'that is the one.?
The concordial element of one of these third person
forms, Classes 2-18, is identical with the last part of the

distal demonstrative (Unit 9, Note 4), or of the possessive
pronoun (Unit 7, Note 3.), except for Classes 3 and 6.

The first and second person forms are.

nd{n{ ndfsd (t{sa)
ndfiwé ndfmyi
nd{ye ndfvo

[For practice with the above forms, see Groups 9-11].
1. Indicative vs. relative, high verbs, /-ka-/ tense.

1They transplanted flowers (before today).!t
'They are the ones who transplanted flowers.!

4 L s rd -
kus{md maruva Vakas{md maruva.
( \ rd
Ndivo vakas¥m¥ maruva.
'd 4 rd 'd 'd 4 r'd
kuvadza huni Vakavadza' huni.

Ndfvo vakav¥dzad hini.
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kuténgé munyﬁ

kulya kuchéchi

2. Low verbs.

kuita basa

kusvika kumushd

kutaura navo.

’
kugeza mwana

kuenda kurwiz{

r'd
kurera vana

Vékaténgé munyﬁ.
Ndfvo vakaténg¥ munyd.
Vékaﬁyé kuchéchi.

Nd{vo vakaldy¥ kuchéehi.

'They did his work (before today).!

"Who [all] did his work?'!
Vakdaita basa raké.

Ndfvandan{ vakd{ta basa riké?
Vakasvika kumusha.

Ndivandan{ vakdsvika kumushd?
Vakataura navo.

Ndfvanaan{ vakatdaura navo?
Vékégeza mwana.

Na{vanaan{ vékégéza mwana ?
Vakdenda kurwiz{.

Nd{vanaan{ vakaénda kurwizi?
Vakarera vana.

g ’ Id N, s ’
Ndivanaanl vakarera vana?
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3. Indicative vs. relative, high verbs, /-no-/ tense.

tHe works in an office.!
"Who works in an office??

s _ 2 4 rd P 4 I'd
kusanda muofisi Anosanda muofisi.
.I.I\II/ I__
Ndiani anosanda muofisi?®
s 2 4 rd P 4 4
kutenga munyu Anotenga munyu.
/.I\III r'd
Ndiani anotenga munyu?
4 t. rd rd .l.
kuvaka dhibhi Anovaka dhibhi,
£ LN s ¢ PR
Ndianl anovaka dhibhi?
I)I—.I P D S r'd
kutengesa muchitoro ﬁnotengesa muchitoro.
S 2N 2,2 4 e
Ndiani anotengesa muchitoro?
[ A4 - e s 2 ¢ -
kufambira mhuri Anofambira mhuri.
I.I\II {/—
Ndiani anofambira mhuri?
T 4 P 4 Ve ;s 2 7z 7
kunyora zvakanaka Anonyora zvakanaka.
I'/\l z 7 7z 7
Ndiani anonyora zvakanaka?
’ s ¢ ’ 4 IN_ 2
kuvadza huni Anovadza huni.
{{\III\I{
Ndianli anovadza huni?
’, 7 r'd rd s 7 I'd
kutema mutil Anotema muti.

PO O S U G ¢
Ndiani anotema muti?

4, 1Indicative vs. relative, low verbs, /-no-/ tense.

THe lives at the store.!
'Who lives at the store?!

kugara pachitéro Anégara pachitéro.

e { N 7V ’
Ndilani ancgara pachitoro?
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4 7 .
kugeza mumba Anogeza mumba.
./'/\/V 7’
Ndiani anogeza mumba?
. ’ 3 ’- ’ .
kurima gadheni fndrima mugadheni,
£ ¢ N 2 vy s .
Ndianil anorima mugadheni?
{ 'd
kuenda kutsime Anéenda kutsfme.
/:e\/V Id
Ndiani anoenda kutsime?
.« . a4 /l. I19
kudirira mbeu Anodirira mbeuj
¢ 2 N 2N ., I’Q
Ndianl anodirira mbeu!
’, 7 /s 7 s 7/
kuweza zvakanaka Anoweza zvakanaka.,
./{\/V s 2
Ndiani anoweza zvakanaka?
. s s , 2 . N, ¢
kuchaira zvakanaka Anochaira zvakanaka.

s 2 N 2V N,
Ndiani anochaira zvakanaka?

5. Indicative vs. relative, low verbs, /-ri/ tense.

! She is cooking.!!'Who is the one who is cooking?'

T S N - Vd
kubika Ari kubika, Ar{ xubika ndiani?
. A N, - sz
kurima Ari kurima,. Ari kurima ndiani?
¢ = Nnd L P §
kutaura £rf kutaura. Ari kutaura ndiani?
OO s N o= 7. ¢
kuverenga Ari kuverenga. Ari kuverenga ndiani?
FON N F'Y
kuweza Ari kuweza, Ari kuweza ndiani?
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6. High verbs.

'Het!s coming.! 'Who 1s the one who is coming? !
kuﬁyé £rf kuﬁyé. Ar{ kuﬁya ndfan{?
kunyéré Ard{ kunyéré. Ard kunyéra ndfani?
kusanda £r{ kusanda. Ar{ kusdnda ndfanfe
kudz{dz{sa fr{ kudzidzisa. Ar{ xudz{dz{sa ndafanf?
kutamba Ari xutamba. Ar{ kutamba ndfanf?

7. Indicative verbs vs. relative verbs with /nd{vanéani/.

High verbs.

! They

are transplanting 'Who are transplanting

flowers.!? flowers?! ( 1Those who

.I ’
kusima
— 4
maruva var{
2’ 4 { 7’ .I
kutema miti Vari
4 4 .I 4 (
kuvadza huni Vari

d 4 4
kutengesa .,
mazingwa Vari

kuténgé .,
munyu Varil
kuténga o
shuka Vari

are transplanting flowers,
who are they?t)

- N o2 ¢ = 7

kusima maruva., Vari kusima maruva ndiva-
4 r'd
naani?

4 4 I d N f ld 4 . .l rd .I
kutema miti, Vari kutema miti ndivanaanl?

4 VA ’ .l \ .I 4 ’ rd 7 {
kuvadza huni. Vari kuvadza hin{ ndivanaani?

’ 4 4 el ~ _’ ’ s 4 -— . ./
kutengesa mazingwa. Vari kutengesa mazingwa ndiva-
I'd I'd
naani?

rd 4 ’ ~ .I ’ ’ td { 4 .l
kutenga munyu. Vari kutenga munyu ndivanaani?

kuténgé‘shﬁka. var{ kuténga shika nd{vanaan{®
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8. Low verbs.

IThey are reading.! IWho are the ones who
are rcading?!

(OO G S S PO G ¢
kuverenga Varli kuverenga. Vari kuverenga ndivanaani?
LU Sy g 4o I Ot
kutaura Vari kutaura. Vari kutaura ndivanaani?
R I G SN GRS 7 O 4
kurimisa Vari kurimisa. Vari kurimisa ndivanaani?
’ [ ’ N - Y 4
kubereka vana Vari kubereka vana. Vari kubereka vana ndiva-
s 2
naani?

kuenda kuchéchi  Vari kilenda kuchéchi. véri kuenda kuchéchi ndiva-
naani?

9. /ndi{~/ with concords of various classes.

1Is* that your school?!

chikdro Ndfcho chikdro chényﬁ heré?
chigér5 Nd{cho chigéré chényﬁ heré®
chitdro Ndfcho chitdro chényﬁ heré?
musha Ndfwo musha wényﬁ heré?
munda Ndfwo munda wényﬁ heré ?
munyﬁ Nafwo munyﬁ wényﬁ heré?
mari Nd{yo mar{ yényﬁ heré?
shuka Ndfyo shuka yényﬁ heré?
hun{ ‘Nafdzo huni dzényﬁ heré?
dzimba Nafdzo dzimbd dzényd heré?
dangé Ndiro dangé rényﬁ heré?
shereni Nd{yo shereni yényﬁ heré?
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r'd I'd 4 ’
basa Ndiro basa renyu here?
. { . 4 . 4
mashereni Ndiwo mashereni enyu here?
./ 7 ’ I'd
maruva Ndiwo maruva enyu here?
4 .l ld Id ’ 4
mwana Ndiye mwana wenyu here?

’ rs ’ ’ ’ ’
mukunda Ndiye mukunda wenyu here?
’ Y4 ’ ’ ’, ’

vana Ndivo vana venyu here?
4 ’ I'd 7’ 4 ’ ’ b4
vapwere Ndivo vapwere venyu here?

10. /ndi~/ plus personal pronouns, used with relative forms
of high verbs.

! He builds houses.! THe is the one who builds houses.!
? 4 s 7 ’ S N 4 s s
iye Anovaka dzimba. Ndiye anovaka dzimba.
4 4 V4 .l \lll.l

fvo Vanovaka dzimba. Ndivo vanovaka dzimba.
..I .III.I .I.I \‘III 7’
ini Ndinovaka dzimba. Ndini ndinovaka dzimba.

’ . 2 . .’ P I S . L’
isu Tinovaka dzimba. Tisu tinovaka dzimba.
. * L R AT ’ (l\/l/ rd rd
iwe Unovaka dzimba here? Ndiwe unovaka dzimba here?
..I P S 4 ld I'd {I\III ’ ld
imwi Munovaka dzimba here? Ndlmyi munovaka dzimba here?

11. Low verbs.

IShe carries the child.! !She 1s the one who carries
the child.!
iye fndbereka mwana. Nd{ye andbereka mwana.
{vo Vandbereka mwana. Ndfvo vandbéreka mwana.
in{ Ndindbéreka mwana. Ndfn{ ndindbéreka mwani.
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’ ./V 4 s 2 ., 2.V ’
isu Tinobereka mwana. Tisu tinobereka mwana.

’ /s Vv ’ ’ z 7 sV ’ ’
iwe Unobereka mwana here? Ndiwe unobereka mwana here?

. Yd .V 4 Vd L 7 2.V ’ r'd
imwi Munobereka mwana here? Ndlle munobereka mwana here?

Practice conversations.

You ask where his Imbé yéké irip{?
house is.
;mbé yangu ir{ muguta.
Is it near? fr{ patyo heré®
fr{ chinhambo,
Is it large? fh¥ird heré?

rd ’ ’
Hunde ihUrd kwazvo.

Is this the [right] Ndfyo nzira yangu
way for me?

heré?
Indénda kupi?
The one that goes IndsvY¥ka muguta.
to town.
Ndiyo iyi.
You ask whether Hapéné Indsv¥ka
there isnlt one , .,
that goes by ngepaWatsomba
Watsomba. )
here?

. I N 7
Iyi ndiyo inosvika.
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Oral Reading Practice.

Mhuri yedu inogara muguta.

Inogara muimba chena.

Inoita basa zvakanaka.

Inoenda kuSyondo. It goes to [church on] Sunday.

Inoenda kwaMutari mugobera vese.

Inotamba mitambo. mutambd (3, 4) game
Inofambira kuHosipitare. It has a connection with the
hospital.

Inogara zvakanaka,

Free conversation.

Collect a number of objects and ask whether each be-
longs to various individuals,
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UNIT 12

BASIC DIALOGUE

chiShéna (7)

A Handftair{ chiShona zvakanaka.
B Ah! Undtaura zvakanika kwazvo.
mutauro (3, 4)

B Unddzidz{ra xipY mutauro
wedu?
A KuNyakatsépé.
-pédzé
B Unépédza rini?
-z{va

A Handiz{v{ zvakénéka.

Shona style of
speaking or acting.

I don!t speak Shona well.
Oh, you speak very well,
language
Where do you study our
language.
At Nyakatsapa.
to finish
When do you finish?
to know

I don!t know for sure.

Supplementary vocabulary. Names of some languages.

£ndgona kutaura chiNdevére (7)

(kugona 'to be able!)chingezl (7)
chirungu (7)
chirdordo (7)
chiraparapa (7)

chiPutukézi (7)
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1. Negative verbs that correspond to the /-no-/ tense.

The basic dialogue for this unit contains two
negative verbs:

Hand{taﬁri chiShdna zvakanaka. I don't speak
Shona well,

'd r'd 'd
Handfz{v{ zvakanaka. I don't know
for sure.

The various affirmative tenses of Shona form their
negatives in quite diverse ways. The negative verbs in the
above examples correspond to the affirmative forms /ndindt¥ura/
and /ndinéziva/.

This set of negative forms begins with the negative
prefix /ha-/, followed by the subject prefix with high tone.
The first syllable of the stem has its basic tone, low for
low verbs and high for high verbs. The next two stem syllables
are high for high and low verbs alike. The final vowel of
the stem is /-i/ in some dialects, /-e/ in others.,

Note however that the stems of the pro-verbs do not
adopt the special tonal pattern described above, and that their
final vowels do not change.

[For practice in constructing these forms, see Groups 2 -7
of the sentences for systematic practice.]

1. 1Infinitive after /-pédza/.

! Have you (sg.) finished speaking?!

kutaura Wapédza heré kutaura?
{vo Vap¥dza heré kitaura?
kunyora Vap¥dzi heré lunyora?
imy{ M@apédzé heré kunyéré?
kubika Mwapédzd heré kubika?
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{ye Wépédzé heré kibika?
kudirira Wép%dzé heré kudirira?
1wé Wapédza heré kudirira?
kusanda Wapédzé heré kusanda?

2. Affirmative vs. negative of /-no-/ tense, high verbs.

TDo you teach every day? 1 'I dontt teach.!
F Y SR 4 s 2 2 ¢ T A S S 4 . ¢ ?
kudzidzisa Unodzidzisa -mazuva @se here? Hand21dzis}.
TS 4 s 2 _ 2 LR A S 4 7 s 2 7
kusanda Unosanda mazuva @se here? Handlsandi.
¢ 2 LA A [T A S e £’ 2
kuuya Unouya mazuva @se here? Handiuyi.
VY S ’, Yae ¢ £ s 2 ’, II.I{‘
kudzidzira Unédzidz{ra mazuva @se here? Handidzidziri.

3. Affirmative vs. negative of /-no-/ tense, monosyllabic
high verb.

' Do you (sg.) want to go with them? 1I donit want [to]. !

iwé Undda kuenda navé heré? Hand{di.
imyi Mundda kuenda navo heré? Hat{di.
{ye fnoda kuenda navd heré? Haad{.

{vo Vénoda kiienda navd heré? Havédi.
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4, Negative of /-no-/ tense, low verb.

! T don’%t speak Ndebele. !

in{ Handitauri chiNdevere.
4 ’, 4 2 - ’
iye Haatauri chiNdevere.

5

4 L, 2 £ T .
isu Hatltaur% chiNdevere.
re 4, 4 g T ’
ivo Havataurl chiNdevere,

4 L A 4 I'd
iwe Hautauri chiNdevere here?
RS ¢ ‘et T ’ ’
imwi Hamutauri chiNdevere here?

5. Affirmative vs. negative, /-no-/ tense, low verb.

ICan I speak?t 1 'You canit.!
In{ ndinog¥na heré kutaura? Haugoni .
Iwé unéana heré kuchaira? Hand{goni.
fye 4ndgona heré kuchaira? Haagon{.
Isu tindgd¥na heré kurimisa? Hamygoni.
fvo Vénégona heré kurimisa? Havégoni.
Iwé un6g6na heré kutaura chiShona? Hand{goni.
Imwf munég¥na heré kunyora? Hatigoni.
Isi tindgdna heré kutdmba? Hamﬁgoné.
Vanogona heré kutéma? Havégoni.
Munégﬁna heré kusimd maruva? Hat{goni.
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6. Affirmative vs. negative of /-no-/ tense, low verbs.

Do you cultivate the field??
Undrima munda heré?
UnSt¥ura chiPutukézi heré?
Undg¥na kuverenga heré?

Undrimisa heré?

'T dontt (cultivate).?
Hand{rimi.
Hand{taﬁré.
Hand{gonf.

Handfrim{si.

7. Negative of /-no-/ tense, high and low verbs.

in{ Hand{dé xusimd maruva.
{vo Havad{ kusima maruva.
kugona Havagoni kus{ma maruva.
kuverenga Havégoni kuverenga.

{ye Haégoné kuverenga.
xuziva Haézivé kuverenga.
kuchaira Haaz{v{ kichaira.

isu Hat{z{v{ kuchaira.
kuda Hat{d{ kuchaira.
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I dontt want to
transplant flowers.

They don?t want to
transplant flowers.

They canlt trans-
plant flowers.

They can't read.
He cantt read.

He doesn®t know how
to read.,

He doesn’®t know how
to drive,

We donit know how
to drive.

We dontt want to
drive.
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Questions and answers. The tutor should ask these questions

of the students, with the students? books closed. The students
should then read the questions aloud, supplying correct tones.

Finally, they should write their own answers in the book.

Munovaka here?
Vasikana vanorima here?

anoenda kuchikoro here?
Tinogara mumba here?
Vakomana Yanobika here?
Maili vanobereka mwana here?
Vana vanotamba here?
Basa rinopera Mugobera here?
Vanoenda kudanga renyu here?
Unovadza huni here?
Munorapa here?
Munoenda kudhibhi here?
Munoziva murimisi here?
Unofambira chikoro mazuva @se here?
Munodzidzisa here?
Munoita basa mazuva @se here?
Unotema muti here?
Vana vanodirira mbeu here?
Unogeza mumba here?

Munoweza here?
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Practice conversation.

You ask another person
what language he
speaks.

You ask whether the
children speak a
European language
in school.

Oral Reading Practice,

Ndiani uri kutaura?
Ndini.

Vapedza here kusanda?
Ndatopedza.

Sara, uri kuitegyi?
Ndiri kunyora.

Uri kunyora mutauronyi?

’ rd
Unot¥ura mutauronyi ?

4 ’ 4
Vapwere vanotaura
. ’
chirungu here

-— ’
kuchikoro?

Ndiri kunyora chirungu.

Anotaura chiShona zvakanaka here?

Ah] Anotaura zvakanaka kwazvo.
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Ndindt¥ura chirungu
kuchikéro.
Tinot¥ura chiShdna

kumushé.

kd ’ e -
Havatauri chirungu.

Vandtaura chiShéna.
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Wakadzidzirepi mutaurc wedu?
KuNyakatsapa.
Anopedza rini?

Ndinofunga mwedzl unouya.

Free conversation.

Practice asking and answering questions about what members
of the class regularly do. In answering, some of the replies
should be negative.
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UNIT 13

Basic sentences. Expressions useful in a language class.

I
-nzwa to hear, feel,
percelve,
understand
rd 4 ’
Mwazvinzwa here? Do you understand?

(tHave you heard 1t??)

kwéte no
Kwéte, No.
Hand{na kuzv{gzwé. I didn't understand (it).
1zwi (5, 6) voice, word
Nyorai aya mazwi. Write these words.
mudzidza (1,2) student
Ava vadz{idza vanobva Amé}ika. These students come from
America.
-dzf{dazd to learn
Ndindda kudzidzd kGtaura chiShdna. I want to learn to speak
Shona .
-pinda to enter, to
surpass
Pinda¥. Come in!
pasi (16) underneath, floor,
ground, the earth
’ ¢ .
Garai pas{. Sit downt
masure (6) back, behind
Taura{ mumasire mwéngu. Repeat (!'speak?!) after me.
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-isa to put

bhuku (5, 6) book
Isa{ mabhuku pasi. Put [your] books down.
Mwatinyi? What did you say?
Itaizveé. [Please] repeat.
Talraizvé. (1Do/speak again.?)

~shoma few, little
Mungataurg zvishoma heré? (Can you) [please] speak

slowly/softly?

1. Past negative indicative.

The basic sentences for this unit contain a past nega-
tive formg

Handina kuzv{pzwé. I didnit understand 1it.

(c1. 8)

The root of this verb is /-nzwa/, the syllable /-zvi-/ is an
object prefix of Class 8, used without a specific noun antece-
dent. (Object prefixes will be discussed further in Unit I5 .)

The formula for past negatives is: /ha-/+ subject
prefix wlth high tone + /na/, + infinitive. These phrases
may be used as negative counterparts both for the /-ka-/ tense
(past before today) and the hodiernal tense (past today).

This kind of past negative indicative construction
1s the one that will be used in this book. There are however
two other fairly widespread kinds of past negatives that are
used in various parts of Mashonaland. One uses the stem /-zi/
in place of /-na/, thus:

handfz{ kuzvfnzwé

This negative also may be used as a counterpart of affirmatives
in elther the /-ka-/ or the hodiernal tense.
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A third style of negative uses the negative prefix
/-sa-/, alone as a negative of past today (hodiernal), and
followed by /-ka-/ as a negative of the /-ka-/ tense:

handiggzvinzvé

nhand{sakazvinzwa
It should be noted that in this set of negatives, unlike
the negative of the /-no-/ tense, the final vowel of the
stem remains /-a/ and does not become /-1/.
[For practice with the first of these three types of past
negative formation, see Groups 10, 11 of the sentences for

systematic practice, ]

2. Affirmative imperative verbs.

The basic sentences for this unit contain a number
of examples of the plural affirmative imperative form of
verbs:

Nydérai... Write...}
Tauraf. Speak}
Garaf pas{ Sit down}

In form, these words consist of the stem of the
verb, plus /-i/ (in some dialects /-Qyi/l The first
syllable of a low verb is low; otherwise stem tones are
high. The tone of /-i/ is high in some dialects, low in
others. In the imperative, as in the other forms of the verb,
the plural form may be used in speaking to one person, as a
mark of respect. The singular form of the imperative is like
the plural except that it lacks the suffix (/-i/ or /gyi/).

[For practice with affirmative imperative verbs see Groups

2'901
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3. The enclitic /--zve/.

Compare the forms.

Taurai. Speak{
Talraizvé. Speak again}
Pinda. Enter}
Pindazve. Enter againl
Wétéura. He spoke.
Wétéurazvé. He spoke again.

The tone of /--zve/ is always opposite to the tone of the
preceding syllable., The preceding syllable has the same
tone that it would have in the corresponding form without
/--zve/, unless that form ends with two or more consecutive
high tones. When the form without /--zve/ ends with two or
more high tones, the syllable before /--zve/ has low tone:

4 a4 PR AN 7’
Taurail VS. Tauraizve.
[For practice on this point, see Groups 4, 5.]

1. Concord between noun and possessives singular vs. plural.

'Where did you put my book?! 'Where did you put

my books?!

bhiku wa{sa bhiku réngu papY? Wa{§a mabhiku angu
papi?

hobd wafsa hobd rangu papi1? wafsa mahobd angu papi?

sipo waisa sipo yangu papi? wafsa sfpo dzdngu papi?

shuka Waf{sa shika yangu papX?

munyu wWaisa munyd wangu papi?

mari Waisa mar{ yangu pdpi1?
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chig¥&rd

t{ki

shereni

hafukordni

4
mbofana

hun{

Wafsa chig®r¥ chingu pap¥?
Wafsa tiki yangu pdpY?

Wwafsa shereni yangu pap¥?
Wafsa hafukordni yangu papi?
wafsa mboféna yangu papi?

wafsa hun{ yangu papit?

Wa{§a zvig¥rd zvangu
papi?

Wafga mat{ki éngu
papi?

Wafga mashereni éngu
papi?

Waisa ma@éfukoréni
angu papi?

Wafga mbofana dzéngu
papi?

Wai§a nin{ dzéngu
papi?

2. Hodiernal tense vs. imperative, high verbs.

1
4 4
kupedza
I'd ’
kutema
.I 4
kusima

rd 4
kuvadza

Have you finished you work?! !
Myapédzé heré basa rényu?
Mwatéma heré mit{?

rd rd -
Mwas{md heré maruva ?

Finish your work.'!
Pédzat basa rényd.
Téma¥ mitd.

.I 2,
Sima® maruva.

Mwavadza heré hun{? Védzal' hini.

[For the meaning of the symbol ™, see Uni

rbs.

3. Low ve

kudirira
kuverenga
kurera

kurima

r'd Vi -
MwadirYra here maruva?

¢ Vv ’ ’
Mwaverenga here bhuku?

4 4 4
Mwarera here mwana?

;-
Mwarima here munda?
L[]
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t 1, Note 2.]

e
Dirirai maruva,
20
Veréngai bhuku.

e
Rerai mwana.

¢
Rimai munda.
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4, Imperative with and without /--zve/, low verbs.

13peak,? 1Speak again.!
kutaura Taural} Tauraizvél
kupinda Pindal} Pindaizvé.
kKuverenga Veréngal! Veréngaizveé.
kuenda Endall Endaizvé.

5. High verbs.

ICome S ICome again. !
kuﬁyé Uyall ﬁyéizvé.
kuténga Téngal. Téngdizvé.
kuténgésé Téngéséf. Téngéséizvé.
kutamba Tambal. Tambalzve.

6. Imperative singular vs. plural.

¢

4 I'd 4 rd d 4 4 l. .l 4 4
Tengesa miti yako. Tengesal miti yenyu.
»
4 ld - 4 4 d 'd ’ ’
Pedza basa rako. Pedzal basa renyu.
»¢
’ ’ 4 ’ 1. ’ ld K4
Rera mwana wako. Rerai mwana wenyu.
’ 4 rd k4 £ ‘., 4 4 ’
Verenga bhuku rako. Verengai bhuku renyu.
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7. Imperative singular vs. plural. (Use the number of the
possessive as the cue for changing the number of the

verb. )
4 ’ I* . ./ Id 4
Tengesal mitli yenyu.
4 4 ’ 4 ’ . { 4 ld
yako Tengesa mitli yako.
/, ’ / ’ 4 4
kupedza basa Pedza basa rako.
4 /7 e l¥ d ’
renyu Pedzai basa renyu.
’ % ’ ’ ’
kurera mwana Reral mwana wenyu.
7’ Id 4 4 4 4
wako Rera mwana wako,

’ ’ 4 ’ e
kuverenga mabhuku Verenga mabhuku ako,
k4 rd , Ix ’ ’ 4
enyu Verengal mabhuku enyu.

8. Infinitive vs. imperative; subJect prefix in agreement
with possessive of second sentence.

'He wants to speak,! 'Speak after him,!

./ I{ l - s, IR - I'd s 2
iye Ari kuda kutaura. Taural mumasire mwake.
.I l./ 6 | - Il*'— 4 A 4
1vo Vari kuda kutaura. Taural mumasure mwavo,

Pd 7 2 - I S ’ ’
ini Ndiri kuda kutaura. Taural mumasure mwangu.

’ . f - v 7 ~ ’ ,_
isu Tiri kuda kutaura. Tauraf mumasure mwedu.

[Note concord /mw-/ of Class 18, in agreement with /mu-/

9., (Same)

{ye £r{f xudd xUpinda mumbd. Pinddl mumasire mwéké.

in{ Ndir{ xudd kUpinda mumba. Pindd¥ mimasire myéngu.
{vo  Vér{ xudd xUpinda mumbd. Pindal mumasure myévéo

1sd  Tir{ kudd kiUpinda mumbd. Pindd® mumasire myédﬁ.
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10. /-ka-/ tense, affirmative vs. negative, various classes.

1Is this book good?! 'It is not good.!
bhuku Iri bhiku rakanaka heré? Har{nd kinaka.
imba Iyi imba yakanaka heré? Hafnd ktnaka.
danga Iri dangd rdkanaka heré? Harind kunaka.
mazwi Aya mazwi dkdnaka heré? Haana kunaka.
mugwagwa Uyu mugwagwa wakanaka heré? Haund kunaka.
nzira Iyl nzira yakanaka heré? Haind ktnaka.
munda Uyu munda wakanaka heré? Haund kiinaka.
zingwa Iri zingwa rakanaka heré? Har{na kinaka.
machisi Iyi machisi yakanaka heré? Haind kilnaka.
mwana Uyu mwana wakanaka heré? Haana kinaka.
vana Ava vana vakanaka heré? Havana kinaka.
gadheni Iri gddheni rékdnaka heré? Har{nd kiinaka.
maruva Aya maruva akanaka heré? Haana kinaka.
ofisi Iyi 6fisi yakanaka heré? Haind kiinaka.
chitdro Ichi chitdro chakanaka heré? Hachind kinaka.
zvitdro Izvi zvitéro zvikanaka heré? Hazvind kiinaka.
chig¥rd Tchi chig¥rd chakanaka heré? Hachind kinaka.
tsime Tyi tsime yakanaka heré? Haina klnaka.
hobd Iri hob6 rakanaka heré? Harfnid kinaka.

132



SHONA BASIC COURSE

UNIT 13
11, Past affirmative vs. negative,

! They went to Umtali. ! ' T didn't go with them, !
Vakaenda kwaMutare, Hand{nd kuenda navo.
Vakaita basa. Hand{na kuita basa navo.
Vakarima munda. Handind kurima munda navd.
Vakataura chirungu. Hand{gé kutaura chirungu

navo.
Vékaﬁya péné. Hand{na kuﬁyé navo,
Vakadz{dira chiShdna. Hand{nd kudz{dz{rd navd.

Practice conversations.

You ask who built Ndfan{ wakdvik¥ iyi imbal
this house. *

You comment that Yakanaka kwazvo. Dhibhi
it is very nice,
and ask whether rir{ patyo heré?
the dip tank 1is
nearby.

Ehﬁnde. Riri

patyo.

You ask who has Nafan{ vapfnda muchikdro?
come into the
schoolbuilding.,

Ndfnf cHIrombéwe.

You ask what Unédenyf péhé?
he wants.

;AN /
Ndinoda kudz{dza.
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/A V4 q
You ask what he Unoda kud21dzepyf.
wants to learn.

Reading practice: two-line conversations.

Ndiani waisa mabhuku angu pasi?

Ndini.

Vapwere vakagara pasi,

Isu takagara navo pasi.

Ndiani wataura mumasure mwake?

Mudzidza wataura mumasure mwake here?

Baba vapindazve mumba.

Vapwere v@se vaplnda mumasure mwavo,
.

Free conversation.

Practice giving and receiving directions,
affirmative plural imperative forms,
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Ndindda kudzf{dza
kutaura chi-

rungu.

using
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UNIT 14

UNIT 14

BASIC DIALOGUE

simé (5, 6)
Naird kuténgésé masimd.
Muné?yi?

mbatata (9, 10)

nzungu (10)

kabichi (5, 6)

Ndiné mbatata, nzungl nékabichi.

Ndingada kabichi.
~mwé
Andita shereni rimwé.

Mungéndipé mitaty heré?

d rd rd e
Zvakanaka, anoita masherenil

matatu.
-tambira
rd 4 4 rd d 7/
Mwazvita, tambiranyi.

Supplementary vocabulary.

mbésa
We bought some guavas.
Takat¥ng¥ magwavha.

rd
mango
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vegetable
I am selling vegetables.
What do you have?
potato
groundnuts

cabbage

and cabbage.
I'd like some cabbage.
one
Itls one shilling.
Can you gilve me three?
Al1 right, thatts three

shillings.

to receive

Thank you. Here you are.
Foodstuffs.
(9, 10) foods

gwavha (5, 6) guava

mango (9, 10) mango

I have potatoes, groundnuts
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Takatenga mapépo.
Takatenga maréranji.
Takatenga mandimu.
Takatenga zvinanazi.
Takatenga manhanga.
Takatenga matik{iti.
Takatenga mbatata.
Takatenga ndodzi.
Takatenga shushururu,

Takatenga magwére.

Takatenga{mabarwé;
zvibarwe.

Takatenga tsunga.
Takatenga tsé?zé.
Takatenéa miriwd.
Takatenga madima.
Takatenga nzungﬁ.

Takatenga madhumbe .

Takatenga nyemba.

popo (5,6)
raranji (5,6)
ndimu (5,6)
chinanazi (7,8)
nhanga (5,6)
dfxiti (5,6)
mbatata (9,10)
ndodz{ (10)
shushururu (10)

gwére (5,6)

chibarwé (7,6 or 8)

tsunga (5)
tsé?zé (9,10)
mur{iwd (3,4)
dima (5,6)
nzungu (9,10)

dhumbe (5,6)
nyemba (10)

1. The nonconcordial connective /na/.

papaya
orange
lemon
pineapple
pumpkin

potato
peas
beans

ear of
maize

(kind of green
vegetable)

(an edible
root)

food eaten with
sadza; vege-
table

sweet potato
groundnuts
coco yam

cow pea

Notice the underlined syllables in the following

sentences:
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Mugégyi? What do you have?

Ndigé mbatéta, I have potatoes, groundnunts,
nzungu Eékébichi. and cabbage.
Vavana makoré mana. The children are four years old.

It will be useful to consider that the basic stem represented
in these forms is /na/. It consists of a linking morpheme
/~a/ preceded by the nonconcordlal morpheme /n-/. The basic
meaning of /na/ is approximately that of English 'and! and
fwitht.

The vowel of the linking morpheme may be /a/, /e/, or
/o/, depending on dialect and on the class of the following
word. In most dialects, the vowel is /o/ before nouns of
Classes 1, 3, 11, 13, 14, 15 (i.e. those whose class prefix
contains /u/ or /w/); it is /a/ before nouns of Classes 2, 6,
12 (i.e. those whose prefix contains /a/; and otherwise /e/
except with nouns of Class la and /mukéma/ lolder sibling of
same sex!?. But in Manyika, the vowel is /e/ for all classes
except la. [Class la is a special subdivision of Class 1, such
that the members of la do not have the /mu-/ prefix shared by
the rest of Class 1. Class la has certain tonal peculiarities
also.]

1  nomwana 8 nezvitoro

la nababa 9 nesimbi

2 navana 10 nenzungu

3 nomuti 11 norwizi

4 nemiti 12 nakamwana (kamwana 'small child?l)

5  nehobo 13  notuvana (tuvana 'small childrent)
6  namahobo 14  nohuswa

7 nechitoro 15 nokuenda

[For practice in choosing the appropriate vowel, see Groups 1-3
of the sentences for systematic practice.]
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The connective with /n-/ may be used with or without a
subJect prefix, With a subject prefix, it acts very much
like a verb 1in that 1t has affirmative and negative, indica-
tive and relative, and some other gets of forms which are
characteristic of Shona verbs. When it i1s used
in this way in this book, it will be written as the last
syllable of a word:

Tine nzungu. We have groundnuts.

When the connective with /n-/ is used without a prefix,
it is written and pronounced as a part of the word that fol-
lows it

mbatata nenzungu potatoes and groundnuts

The tones, both of the connective itself and of the nouns
that follow 1t, present a fair degree of complexity, both
within individual dialects and with respect to interdialectal
variation., Two widespread systems for assigning these tones
will be described below. This description will apply to the
use of /na/ without a subject prefix.

In the more westerly of these two systems the following
tone patterns may be expected.

nésipo and/with soap
nenzira and/with a path
néchikdro and/with a school
nénzungu and/with groundnuts
nababa and/with Father

The tonal pattern of /ng/ with nouns is predictable in
terms of the basic tonal pattern of the noun itself. 1In the
dialects which are exemplified above, nouns that begin with
low high (/ ".../) keep this tone pattern, and the connective
is high except in Class la. For other nouns, the tone of
the connective is the same as the basic tone of the syllable
that follows it: 1low before low (e.g. /nzira/) and high be-
fore high (e.g. /sipo/, /nésipo/).

138



SHONA BASIC COURSE UNIT 14

But nouns (other than Class la) that begin with / .../
raise’the tone of the first syllable after the connective:
/nenzira/.

When the first two or more syllables of the noun itself
are high, they become low after /na-/:

néhuni cf. nan{
nédikiti afkftd
Further east, in the Manyika area, the tone rules for the

connective itself are the same except for nouns that begin with
/ /. The tone of the connective 1s low before these nouns,
just as 1t is before other nouns that begin with low tone. The
syllable that follows the connective is raised to high, again just
as 1t 1s in other nouns that have basic low tone on the first
syllable:

nababa (No raising because of Class la)

I 4
nechikoro

Bu@ if the underlying noun is a two syllable word with
tones / /, then the final high tone is in turn lowered:

7’
nenzungu

On the other hand, two or more consecutive high tones
after /na/ may not be lowered.

néhuni (cf. westerly /néhuni/, above)
[For practice with these tonal patterns, see Groups 5-8.]
1. Connective with subject prefix, with nouns before which it
has the vowel /e/3; class concords with relative verbs modifying
these nouns. (Use the noun as the cue.)
Tiné nzungﬁ dzakanaka.
Tiné man.o dzakanaka.
Tiné nyemba dzakanaka.

d 7 ’ /7
Tine ndodzi dzakanaka.
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Tiné mbatata dzakanaka.
Tiné machisi dzakanaka.
Tiné mbéu dzakanaka.
Tiné minda yakanaka.
Tiné shuka yakénéka.
Tiné parafini yakénéka.
Tiné imba yakanaka.

Tiné bhiku rakanika.
Tiné dik{t{ rakdndka.
Tiné tsﬁnga rakanaka.
Tiné ndfmu rakanaka.

Tiné dima rakanaka.

Tiné chinanaz{ chakandka.
Tiné chigérd chakanaka.
Tiné chikdro chakanaka.
Tiné gzyvinanaz{ zvakanaka.
Tiné zvig¥r® zvakindka.

. ’ . ’ / v’
Tine zvikoro zvakanaka.

2. Connective with nouns of classes before which it has the
vowel /o/ in some dialects.

rd 4 4 e 4
Tino/Tine mwana wakanaka.

4 4 Vd rd 4
Tino/Tine mudzidza wakanaka.

Tind/Tiné mudz{dz{si wakanaka.
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Tino/Tine murimisi wakanaka.
Tino/Tine munda wakanaka.

d ’ ’ 4 d
Tino/Tine munyu wakanaka.

rd rd rd i 4
Tino/Tine musha wakanaka.

3. Connective with nouns before which it may have the vowel /a/.

4 Y 4 e 4

Tina/Tine vana vakanaka.

. 4 . d ./ 4 d
Tina/Tine vadzidza vakandka.

. ’, , PR s s
Tina/Tine vapwéré vakanaka.
Tina/Tine mabhiku akanaka.

. 4 . ’ ., ./ ./ 4 I'd
Tina/Tine mat{x{t{ akdnaka.

. 4 . 4 Vd rd 4
Tina/Tiné mandimu akanaka.

. 4 . ’ 7 rd 4
Tina/Tiné magwére akanaka.

IMPORTANT: After completing work on Groups 1,

2, and 3 sepa-

rately, take nouns from all three groups at random as cues.
Respond with sentences in which the connective has the proper
vowel and the relative verb has the proper concordial prefix.

4, Connective with various subject prefixes.

! Does Father have my books? !

4 4 ’ 4 d d
baba Baba vang mabhuku angu here?
mujaha Mujaha ang mabhuku angu here?

. 4 . d 7’ ’ 4 4
majaha Majaha ana mabhuku angu here?
5
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' Father has your

books.!

Ba@é Yén@ mabhiku
enyu.

Mujahé én@ mabhuku
enyu.

Majaha ana mabhuku
enyu.
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mhandara Mhandara ing mabhuku angu here? Mhandara ing mabhuku
d rd
enyu.
d 4 e d 7’ ’ 4 4 7’ ’ 4 7
vapwere Vapwere vang mabhuku angu here? Vapwere vang mabhuku
7’ rd
enyu.
7 Vd e e 7’ ’ 7 I'd 7’
vadzidza Vadzidza vana mabhuku angu here? Vadzldza vana mabhuku
enyu.
rd rd d Id d d 7’ 7 4 I'd
mufundisi Mufundisi ang mabhuku angu here? Mufundisi ana ma-
5

bhuku enyu.
rd I 4 7 4 e 4 e d 4
Imwi Imwi muna mabhuku angu here? Ndln% mabhuku enyu.

4 4 d 4 4 4 . 4 7 7’ d
iwe Iwe ung mabhuku angu here? Ndln% mabhuku ako.

5. Connective with nouns whose first two tones are /'\/.
Ndaténgé ndodzi népépo.

Ndaténgé ndodz{ négwére.

Ndaténgé ndodz{ néméngo.

Ndaténgé ndodz{ nédnhumbe.

Ndaténgé ndodz{ négwévha.

Ndaténgé ndodz{ nésipo.

Ndaténgé ndodz{i néshixa.

6. Connective without subject prefix, before nouns with two con-
secutive high tones.

'I bought salt and tsenza.

tsénza Ndaténga munyu néts¥nzX.
afkitd Ndaténga munyd nedYkItY.
huan{ Ndaténgd munyu néhliini
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7. Connective with nouns whose filrst two tones are /\\/.

dima
nyemba

nhanga

manhanga

shushururu

4
mabarwe

Ndaténgé
Ndaténga
Ndaténgé
Ndaténga
Ndaténgé

Ndaténgé

mbatata
mbatata
mbatata
mbatata
mbatata

mbatata

nedima.

4
nenyemba.

rd
nenhanga.

4

ngmanhanga.
neshushururu.

4 4
ngmabarwe.

8. Connective with nouns whose first two tones are /\'/.

mand{mu
magwére
mbatata
ndodzi
munyu

Id
nzungu

IMPORTANT:

Ndaténgd mararanji ngmindimu.

Ndaténgé
Ndaténga
Ndaténga
Ndaténga

Ndaténga

4 . ALY 7
mararanji ngmagwere,

mararanji némbXtata.

mararanji néndddz1.

4
mararanji ngminyQ.

¢ ~ ~ ~
mararanji nenzungu.

After completing work on Groups 5-8 separately,

practice the lines of all four drills together in random order.

Practice conversations.

You ask who has
good potatoes.

You say you do
want some, and
that ours are
all gone.

Nd{fani ané mbatata

7’ Vd
dzakanaka?

Héngu.

dzapdri.
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Mungédzfténga péné.

You ask how much Makabichi mashani
for five cab- o, ,
bages. anoita marinyi?
Andita mashereni
mashani.
You protest at Ah! Mur{ kunyanya

the price.
kani.

4 v ’ -_—
Ndinokupa mashereni

mana .

Oral Reading Practice,

Mwakaona kupil aya mandimu?

Akanaka kwazvo. Matatu anoita maripyi?
Kuchitoro.

Anoita tiki.

Mudzidzisi ari kutsvaka ani?

Ari kutsvaka Baba Mukaratil.

Anodenyil kwawari?l

Anoda kutaura navo.

Free conversation.

What vegetables or fruilts have you recently bought or
do you presently need? Name two commodities at a time, in
this way using the connective /na/.
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UNIT 15
BASIC DIALOGUE
shamwari (9, 10) friend
A Shamwari dzéngu dzichasvika. My friend will come.
B Dzindsvika rini? When will they get here?
A Ndinofinga mangwana. I think tomorrow.
-gadzirira to prepare for
[something or
someone ]
B Wagédzirirepy{? What have you prepzred
(for the occasion)?
-gadzlra to prepare
chinhu (7, 8) thing
”zhinji many
A Ndagédzira zvinhu zvizh{nj{. I've prepared many things.
A Ungézoﬁqué heré? Would you also 1like to
come?
B Ndindfunga ndinduya. I think I will come.
-mwa to drink
ti1 (9) tea
kofi (9) coffee
A Tinozomwa t{i nékofi. We will drink tea and
coffee.
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chigyi what is 1t?
~mwé (n.b. low tone) some, other
B Chfgyizvé chimwe? What else?
—dyé to eat
mupunga (3) rice
dima (5, 6) sweet potato
muchero (3, 4) fruit
A Ahl Tiohédya mpungé, madima Oh, we'!ll have rice, sweet
, o potatoes and a lot of
nemichero mizhinji. fruit.

Supplementary vocabulary. Miscellaneous words.

hama (9, 10) kin
Hama dzéngu dz{chasvika. My kinfolk are going to be
here,
Dzichasvika rini? When are they golng to
arrive?
nhasi today
Dz{chdsvika nhasi. They!1ll arrive today.
mhando (9, 10) kind, sort
sadza (5, 6) food, thick parridge
Muchévégédzirira mhandonyi What kind of food will you
) fix for them?
yesadza?
Tichagadzira mbatata. Welll fix potatoes.
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Object prefixes,

Notice the non-initial prefixes which have been under-
lined in these sentences:

Muchézégédzirireny{? What will you fix
) for them (Cl, 2)°?

Ndinégépé mashereni mana. I111 give you (sg.)
four shillings.

Mungédz{ténga péné. You can buy them
o ) . (Cl. 10) here.
cf, Mungatenga mbatata pano.

The underlined syllables are called OBJECT PREFIXES. There

is an object prefix for each of the person-number combinations
and for each of the classes., Choice of prefix is determined
by the noun that might have been used in place of it. In
zeneral, the object prefix is in the same class as the noun
(e.g. the third of the above examples); but where the object
is a person or persons, the object prefix is 1likely to be in
the personal class (1 or 2), even if the noun is one which,
like /hama/ (first of the above examples) is in some other
class.

The personal object prefixes are:

Singular Plural
1 -ndi- -t~
2 ~ki- —mi-
3 -mu- —va-

Except for the second and third person singular (i.e. /—kﬁ—/
and /—mﬁ—/, above) the vowels and consonants of the object
prefixes are identical with those of the subject prefixes used
with the /-no-/ and /-cha-/ tenses (Unit 5, Note 1). Note
however, that thelr tonal characteristics are different, as
shown in the following set of examples:
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Hodlernal, 3 pers:

Hodiernal, 1+ 2 pers:

/-no-/
/-cha-/
/-ka-/
Infinitive

Neg. of /-no-/

Moncsyllabilc
high stem

vakipa

ndakupi
ndinokipa
ndichakipa
ndakakipa
ndiri kuchidya

handirYdd{

Polysyllabic stem

varIténgésa
ndachit&ng&s¥
ndindchYténgésa
ndichachYténgesa
ndakachYténgésa
ndir{ kuchit¥ng¥s¥

hand{rYténg¥ésY

Low stem

varYgadzira
ndachig¥dzira
ndindchigadzYra
ndichachigadzIra
ndakachigadzIra
ndir{ kuchigadzYra

handir{gadziry

[For practice with forms that contain object prefixes, see Groups 1-8.]
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1. ObJject prefixes in the hodiernal tense, first person,
various classes. [The student should supply the missing
tone marks in this set of sentencese ]

'Did you see my pineapple? ! 'I saw it in
the house,!

chinanaz{ Waona chinanazi chéngu heré? Ndach{¥n¥ mumba.
zvinanaz{ Waona zvinanazi zvangu heré? Ndazviona mumba.
zvinhu Waona zvinhu zvangu heré? Ndazviona mumba.
chigérd Waona chigero changu heré? Ndachiona mumba.
mukorore Wadna mukorore wangu heré? Ndamuona mumba.
vakorodre Wadna vakorore vangu heré? Ndavaona mumba.
mukunda, Waona mukunda wangu heré? Ndamuona mumba.
vakunda Waodna vakunda vangu heré? Ndavaona mumba.
baba Waona baba vangu heré? Ndavaona mumba.
mai Waona mal vangu heré? Ndavaona mumba.
shamwari (sg.) Waona shamwari yangu heré? Ndaiona mumba.

shamwar{ (pl.) Wadna shamwari dzangu heré? Ndadziona mumba.

hama (sg.) Wadna hama yangu heré? Ndaiona mumba.
nama (pl.) Waona hama dzangu heré? Ndadziona mumba.
mari Wadna mari yangu hereé? Ndailona mumb4.
mupungé Wadna mupunga wangu here? Ndauona mumba.
bhuku Waona bhuku rangu hereé? Ndariona mumba.
mabhuku Wadna mabhuku angu heré? Ndaaona mumba.
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2. Object prefixes in the hodiernal tense, relative,
various classes.

the house?'

mumba (Cl. 18) Nafani

zingwa
< e
zvinanazi
rd
kofi
{ .
tii
madima
shushururu
¢
ndodzi
rd
mupunga
nyemba

mahobé

Ndiani
Nafani
Nafand
Ndfan{
Ndiani
Ndiani
Ndiani
Ndiani
Ndiani

Ndiani

¢ ¥
wagadzira
‘LY
wagadzira
T
wagadzira
oY
wagadzira
s LY
wagadzira
LY
wagadzira
oY
wagadzira
s LY
wagadzira
sy
wagadzira
’ 4 v
wagadzira

4 v
wagadzira

150

‘Who straightened up (?)

4
mumba ?
zingwa?
zvinanazi?
kofi?

7.
£ii?

madima?

shushururu?

ndodzi ?
mupunga?
nyemba ?

mahobo?

did
Naind
Ndfnd{
Ndin{
Ndfn{
Ndin{
Nafnf
Nain{
Na{n{
Nain{
Nafn{

Nd{n{

‘Tim the one who

it.
ndamigddzYra.
ndarigadzira.
ndagzvigadzira.
ndaigadzira.
ndaigadzira.
ndaagadzira.
ndadzigadzira.
ndadzigadzira.
ndaugadzira.
ndadzigadzira.

ndaagadzira.
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3. Object prefixes with the hodiernal tense, third person

subjects.

. 4 rd
zvinanzi
4
baba
mazingwa
mhandara
shushururu
rd ./ 'd rd
shamwari yedu
4
mupunga
Y 4
mukorore
Fg
tii
rd
mujaha

michero

' Mother has a lot of pineapples. !

/./ 4
Mai wvane

4 Id 4 7
zvinanazi zvizhinji.

4
Baba vane zvinanazi zvizhinji.

Mai vane
Mhandara
Mhandara
Shamwari
Shamwari
Mukorore

Mukorore

mazingwa mazhinji.

ine mazingwa mazhinji.

ine shushururu zhinji.

yedu ine shushururu zhinji.
yedu ine mupunga muzhinji.
wedu ane mupunga muzhinji.

/
wedu ane tii zhingji.

Mujaha ane ti1 zhinji.

Mujaha ane michero mizhinji.

'Has she prepared them!
Vazvigddzira heré?
VazvYgadzira heré?
Vaagadzira heré?
Yaagadzira heré?
Yadzigadzira heré?
Yadzigadzira heré?
Yaugadzira heré?
Waugadzira heré?
Walgadzira heré?
Walgadzira heré?

4
Walgadzira here?

HSYN0D DISVYd V¥NOHS

ST 1LINN
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4, Object prefixes in the hodiernal tense, tone patterns
first and second vs. third

sadza
kuténgé
mbatata
kugadzira
masimo
kuténgésé
michero

kubika

' T cooked it. !
Ndaribika.
Ndariténgd.
Ndadzitenga.
Ndadzigadzira.
Ndaagadzira.
Ndaatengesa.
Ndaitengesa.

Ndaibika.

5. Object prefixes with the
second person subjects.

' Do you know me?! !

4 v ./ 4 e
Munondiziva here?

rd v { d e
Unondiziva here?

d v { e k4
Munomuziva here?

d e 4 4
Munov&ziva here?

6. Third person subjects.

7 Id 7/ 4 4
Anondiziva here?

4
Anomuziva here?

Anomuziva here?

Anokuziva heré?
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person.

! They cooked it.t
Vartbika.
VarYténga.
Vadzitenga.
Vadzigadzira.
Vaagadzira.
Vaatengesa.
Vaitengesa.

Vaibika.

/-no-/ tense, first and

I know you. !
qa Lo L7
Ndinomuziva.
e N L
Ndinokuziva.
e oL 7
Ndinomuziva.

.'/ Y
Ndinoviziva.

e d 14 ’
Anokuziva kwazvo.
7’
Anomuziva kwazvo.
Anondiziva kwazvo.

Anondiziva kwazvo.

for



7. Object prefixes with the /-no-/ tense, various tone classes,
first person subject.

'Do you like this book?! 'T like it.!
phuku Undda iri bhiku heré? NdindrYda.
mabhuku Undda aya mabuku heré? Ndind¥da.
hobd Undda iri hobd heré? NdinérYda.
mahobd Undda aya mahobd heré? Ndinoada.
zingwa Undda iri zingwa heré? Ndinorida.
mazingwa Unodda aya mazingwa heré? Ndinoada.
chinanazi Undda ichi chinanazi heré? Ndinochida.
zvinanazi Unoda 1zvi zvinanazi heré? Ndinozvida.
chikéro Undda ichi chikoro heré? Ndinochida.
mari Undda iyi mari heré ? Ndinocida.
mupwéré Undda uyu mupwere hereé? Ndinomuda.
Vapwéré Undda ava vapwere here? Ndinovada.
parafini Undda 1yl parafini heré? Ndinoida.
shuka Undda iyi shuka hereé? Ndinoida.
nzungﬁ Undda idzi nzungu heré? Ndinodzida.
ti1 Undda iyi tii heré? Ndinoida.
mupungé Undda uyu mupunga here? Ndinouda.
kofi Undda iyi kofi heré? Ndinoida.
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8. The user of this book should make up further exercises in
which object prefixes are used with the other tenses, and with
the negative of the /-no-/ tense. Some samples might be:

Waona Baba Marata heré? Did you see Mr. Marata [today]?
Handind kuvadni. I didn't see him.

Do the children know these
words ?

e rd rd - rd 4
Vana vanoziva aya mazwl here?

Havéézivé. They donl!t know them.

sV ’

Munoverenga iri bhuku here?
{4 ‘s
Handlrlvereng%.

e 4 ' d Ve 4
Mukomana varera mwana here?

s rd 4 4
Haana kumurera.

a4 7 ’ 4 /7
Mail vanogadzira zvinhu zvedu

Will/Do you read this book ?
I dontt/won'!t read it.

Has the boy taken care of
the child?

He didntt,

Does/Will Mother prepare

our things?
4
here?

Havézv{gadzir%. She doesn't/won'tt.

Practice conversations.

You ask a person
what he wants
to drink.

e 4
Munoda kumwenyi?

Muné t{i heré?

You say you have Tiné tii nékorfi.

tea and coffee.

Ndingada kofi.
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You ask a person Mune mhéndogyi yemichero?

what kind of
fruit he has.

You say which kind Ndingéda réranji.
yould like.

And yould like a Ndingadazvé hobd diki.
small banana.

Oral Reading Practice.

Vazhinji vanomwa kofi heré?

Vanoziva kugadzira kofi yakanaka here?
Ndinofunga havazivi,

Tine shamwari zhinji dzinotaura chingezi.
Vamwe vanogara muRhodesia.

Hama dzangu dzinogara kuAmerica.

KuAmerica vazhinji vanomwa kofli.

Free conversation.

rd — Id
Tine mhando nhatu.
Tine mahobo,

. ¢ I
zvinanazi

A w2 P
nemararangji.

Ungédeny{zve?

Ask questions concerning what each person has bought,
seen, eaten, drunk recently. Replies should contain object
prefixes. Also ask about what each person likes, and what
he generally eats a 1ot of, again calling forth replies

that contain object prefixes.
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A

Imba yangu {dikl.
mupanda (3, %)

rd Id
Ine mipanda mingani?

chéte
Mitatu chéte.
fnokipa basa shoma.

-daro

Unéfﬁnga kudaro heré?
fafitera (5, 6)
Undg¥za mafafitera mashoma.

Ndindfinga kudaro.
mushonga (3, 4)

rd 7/’ / ./
Walsa mushonga here pasi?

-vamba

Nddd¥ kuvamba.

156

My house is small.
room

How many rooms does
it have?

only
Only three.
It gives you less work.

to do/say like
that

Do you think so?
window
You wash few windows.
I think so.
medicine, polish

Have you polished the
floor?

to begin

I'm about to begin.



SHONA BASIC COURSE UNIT 16

Supplementary vocabulary. Things that one washes.

He is washing [his] hands.

Ari xugeza madko. rudkd (11, 6)
, . hand, arm

muoko (3, 6)
Ari xugeza kusu. usu (14)
L, , , } face
Ari kugeza kumneso. meso (9)
Ari wugeza muviri. muviri (3, %) body
Ari kugeza nhumbi. nhumbi (9, 10) clothes
Ari xugeza mbatya. mbatya (9, 10) clothes
Ari xugeza midziyd. mudziyo (3,4) utensil
Ari xugeza naird. ndird (9, 6 or 10) utensil,

dish

1. The independent form of nouns and adjectives.

Notice the underlined words in these examples:

Mukunda wéngu mﬁgenxﬁ. My daughter is fine.
(talivel)
cf. mukunda mupenyﬁ a living daughter
Mhuri yavd igﬁgﬁ. Their family is large.
cf. mhuri yévé hurd their large family
Imba yéngu igigg. My house is small.
cf. imba yéngu afki my small house

When /mupenyy/ has low tone on its prefix, it may
serve as (a part of) a noun phrase, which in turn fits into
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a sentence that contains a verb., When it has high tone on
its prefix, 1t may itself be the principal word in a complete
sentence, without a verb of any kind. A substantive of this
latter kind is sald to be in its INDEPENDENT form. Any

noun or adjective has an 'independent? form.

The dependent forms of nouns and adjectives of
Classes 5, 9, 10 have no prefix gyllables:l/gobé/ (5),
/nzungu/ (10), /shuka/ (9), /gurw/ (5), /huru/ (9, 10).
In the independent form, these words have a special 'dummy
prefix?! /i/ which of course has high tone: /{fhobd/,
/inzungu/, /isnika/, /{igiri/, /{ntri/. Note that consecu-
tive high tones after the prefix are lowered in the inde-
pendent form in non-eastern tonal systems.

[For practice with the independent forms of nouns and (strong)
adjectives, see Groups 2-8 of the sentences for systematic
practice. ]

2. The /-6-/ form of verbs.

The last sentence of the dialogue for this unit
contains a new form of the verb:

Ndod¥ kuvamba. I'm about to begin.
Further examples of the use of this /-o-/ form will be met
in later units. Tonally, it is 1like the hodiernal tense
except that the first syllable has high tone regardless of the
person of the subject prefix. This form is not completely
interchangeable with the /-no-/ tense.

1. Adjectives with concords in various classes. Adjectives
used without a noun.

'Did you wash many windows?! 'T washed few.'
mafafitera Wagéza mafafitera mazhinji heré ? Ndagéza mashoma.
(ma )ndird Wagéza mandird mazhinj{ herée Ndagéza mashoma.

nhumbi Wagéza nhumbi zhinj{ heré? Ndagéza shoma.
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s d 4 ‘I ..I d 7
mbatya Wageza mbatya zhinji here? Ndageza shoma.
Fa ‘ 7 ¢ F 4 ¢ 4
masimo Wageza masimo mazhinji here? Ndageza mashoma.
4 7 4 ./ './ 4 ’
mbatata Wageza mbatata zhinjli here? Ndageza shoma.
4 . . 4 4 . Id ../ 4 4
mararanji Wageza mararanji mazhinji here? Ndageza mashoma.
4 rd e 4 4
mipanda Wageza mipanda mizhinji here? Ndageza mishoma.

2. Independent form of adjectives with !dummy prefix?.

'Ts your house small?! 'Tt is small.'!
dfki Imba yényu {gd{ki heré? fnadki.
hird Imba yényu indrd here? Third.
chena Imba yényﬁ {chend heré? fchena.
3. "This path is short.! '"Tt1s very short.!
pfﬁpi Iyi nzira {pfﬁpi. fpfﬁpi KWazvo.
refu Iyl nzira irefu. frefd kwazvo.
pamh{ Iyi nzira fﬁhamh{. fmhamhi kwazvo.
tete Iyi nzira inh¥te, fnh¥te kwazvo.
itsva Iyi nzira {tsva. ftsva kwazvo.
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4, Independent form of adjectives with concordial prefix.

IThis road is short.? ITtts very short.!
pfﬁpi Uyu mugwagwa mﬁpfﬁpi. Mﬁpfﬁpi KWazvo.
refu Uyu mugwagwa murefy. Mirefu kwazvo.
mhamh{ Uyu mugwagwa mﬁpamh{. Mﬁpamh{ KWazvo.
nhete Uyu mugwagwa mutdte. Mit¥te kwazvo.
1tsva Uyu mugwagwa mutsva. Mitsva kwazvo.
hurd Uyu mugwagwa mukuri. Makird kwazvo.

5. Independent vs. dependent forms of /~dfki/ in various

classes.
'"These ears of corn are small.! IWhere are the
small [ones]?!

magwére Aya magwére médik;. Madik; éripi?
mbatata Idzi mbatata {ndfki. Ndiki dzirip{?
réranji Iri réranji {afki. Dik1 ririp{?
nzungu Idzi nzungu {ndiki. Nafki dziripi®
ndodz{ Idzi ndodzi iQdiki. gdiki dziripi®
vapwéré Ava vapwéré vadiki. Vadiki vérip{?
mwana Uyu mwana mudiki. Mudiki éripf?
munda Uyu munda mudiki. Mud{ki ﬁripi?
chinanaz{ Ichi chinanazi chiafki. Chidfki ch{ripi?
zvitdro Izvi zvitoro zvidiki. zvidiki zv{ripi?
rwizi Uru rwizi raafki. Rudiki ruripie?
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6. Independent forms of nouns.

t 