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DEPARTMENT OF STATE FOREIGN SERVICE INSTITUTE

CLASSICAL ARABIC . THE WRITING SYSTEM

0. Arabic is customarily written and printed in a special alphabet of its
own, called the Arabic alphabet, consisting of 28 LETTERS and a number of
SIGNS. Some of the salient features of this alphabet are as follows:

1. Arabic is written and printed from right to lerft.

2. Normally only the consonants and the long vowels are indicated.

3. There are no capital letters.

i The manner of writing is cursive and most of the letters are
commected to preceding and following letters within the same word.

5. Most of the letters have three or more variant shapes, depending
on whether they are connected to preceding and/or following letters
or not.

6. Soms, letters are identical in basic form and are distinguished from
one another by small dots.

7. The system of writing descrelbed here is the handwriting commonly
used in the Syrian area. In other parts of the Aradb world, and in
Iran, the handwriting styles vary from slightly to considerably
different. Printing types also vary, some being quite complex
and ornate.

1. The alphadet

The following list shows the letters of the Arabic alphabet in the shape
they have when they stand alone, that is, not comnected to a preceding or
following letter. This is the order of the alphabet adopted by most
dictionaries. The signs will be discussed later.

Usual sound value Arabic name Arabic letter

7, aa 2411¢ |
b bda? [
t tda? s oor



Usual sound wvalue

oct o ]

[le ]

Arabic name

jiim

géa?

x4a?

déal

d4al

ria?

gayn

f4a?

qéaf

Arabic Letter
C

or U~

T A

or L¥

&



Usual sound value Arabic name Arabic Letter

k kéaf CJJQEL_J
o

J

-
J
>

h h4a® O or
v, un wiaw
Yy, ii yéa® S or S

w, —— >

The following shows the Arabic letters in their alphabetical order and
written from right to left. Note the placing of the letters relative to
the line of writing.

RS RSt S AP I I A A A LT |

2. The following 6 letters are NON-CONNECTORS. They do not form a cursive
linking to a following letter, though they do comnect to a preceding letter
other than another non-connector.

| 281if is characteristically a vertical stroke

déal
88al is exactly like déal, but with one dot above it

-

réa?
zéay is exactly like rfa®, but with one dot above it

whaw

VI O T
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3. Short vowels

\

- s~ -
dérasa J¥ déraka 2V 7]
whrada A2 rdzaqa L.B J
N P
wizara A0 widaSa Z J I
K - - - -
wéra%a iy wizana VI3

All the above words show the sign - fitpah above each consonant letter. This
sign indicates that each consonant is followed by the vowel a.

z . < >

wizina o 23 whriQa . </ -4

- , 2 < r 4

vizira PR whdisa oo
<

« P - >

réziqa O dfirika S

- P rd r

wirida ) e dfrisa J* g

A1l the above words show the sign ? dfmmah above the first consonant letter.
This sign indicates that the consonant is followed by the vowel u.

A1l these words also show the sign _ kisrah below the second consomant
letter. This sign indicates that the consonant is followed by the vowel i.

k. ZLong vewels

z8ala :J ' B8&aqa

zéara Sl Béata
P d

3

<
z8ada 3 'J réaja é ‘J’
déana U ‘a3 réafa é



-\

L.y
]
W
Cy

zdafa

ddama l:‘ '3 wiana Z '_5
réana é 'J’ B4aba L:-b ‘ .S
rdaqa L; lj riama f l.;

A1l the above words show a consonant with the sign ~ f4tmah immediately
followed by an | °4lif. This sequence indicates that the consonant is
followed by the long vowel aa.

3 , )‘
riumu | Coo 3t 20
P f b F)
zduru - 2 dfumu Y‘ I B
2 E - ]
déuru S dfuna (O
) P
3 3
dfuju C 2 3 rfufu C 2
All the above words show a consonant with the sign ? immediately
followed by a _9 wiaw. This sequence indicates that the consonant
is followed by the long wvowel uu.
whadii 3 |3 311 2 3
” P
darii S 3 zurii S
]
dfmrii S0

A11 the above words show a consonant with the sign _ kéisrah immediately
followed by a (5 yfa?. This sequence indicates that the consonant
is followed by the long vowel ii.



S. ?41if maqgfurah

whraa s 75 dfraa s A
déwaa S _3 .3 wédaa S0 .;
daraa 13 rédaa S 3

réwaa S 5 J’

A11 the above words show a consonant with the sign ~ f4th immediately
followed by an undotted <5 yia”. This sequence indicates that the conson-
anf is followed by the long vowel aa.

This way of indicating the long vowel aa occurs only at the end of a
word. It is called °41if maqgfurah. TYou will have to learn individually
the words that are written with ®41if maggfiurah instead of with | °41if
(ef. Section l;) as there is no general rule to follow.

6. Nunation

~ F o -
rudfudun - / darun S ‘..\
diwalun J - wiaridun - J l)

~ 2 2 ‘,-\ - -
wurtudun A2 00 waraqun DI

A’. \ < 2 \ - 7
wiarieun I ' zawdalun (.) 2

-~

C \ o, ~ \ VA
wad4aSun 32 dawfamun “ 20

A1l the above words show the sign ~* dammatian 'two dammahs' above the last
consonant. This sign indicates the ending -un. This sign is also writtemn
as ¢ and » ,



b J \/
rGunin C s dfahin o'l
-
wiafin h;’ ') réasin C \),
wialin Q 15 wéadin 3 \ 5
”~ - 3
damin r' 3 dfwalin L) -
V 4 &
darin )/ | 3 zawfajin 135

A1l the above words show the sign _ kasratfan 'two kasrahs' below the
last consonant. This sign indicates the ending -in.

# . - _
wharidan \JJ\) diaran \J \ D
s :‘ # > Fl
zturan B rududan ‘350 )
s » 3 2 »
wurtudan |)))) dfuran \J 21

All the above words show the sign ¢ fatpatéan 'two fatmahs' above the last
consonant. This sign indicates the ending -an. The sign ¢ fatmatéan
usually occurs with an | ?4lif, as in these examples. Note that here the
letter | ?41if does not indicate the long vowel aa.

The n of these endings as well as this method of indicating it is called
NUNATION; the Arabic term is tanwifin. Nunation occurs only at the end of
a word.

~ Pl [ . -
rédan S o whzan S J 29
&z & -
riwvan S 9 - déwan S D4

The above words show the sign “ fatgatéan over a consonant that is immed-
iately followed by an undotted <5 yfa?. You will have to learn the relatively
few words that are written this way instead of with an | ?41if, as there

is no general rule to follow.



7. sukfun

° ~ o 7
réy S o dérbun 2
2 s 2 o 7’
zirtu — J wéznun ) J 9
~ o - 2 o e
dérsun & s z4wjun LD

~ -
° -~ o -
z4rSun C ~ ddwrun P B
o rd -~ o -
wiy S 2 wirdun A I3

A1l the above words show the sign ¢ sukfiun above the second consonant. This
indicates that the consonant has no following vowel. This sign is also ealled
j&zmah.

8. 34ddah

réddada 330 d4bbun Y
‘;::) ‘ P A

d4allun 3 widdun < 9

z8wwa ja 2 dilla U 3
- \:— 2 2 -

zuwwiarun S 20 d4bbun — )

wizzaSa é -2 rébbun  Shal _

A1l the above words show the sign “ B4ddah over the second consenant. This
sign indicates that the consonant is doubled. The process of doubling a con-
sonant is called ta%dfid and this term is also used to refer to the sign.



9. Non-connectors following another letter

The letter J 1l4am, when connected to a following letter only, has the
form J . This letter will be discussed in detail in Section 1l.

1. 1 connected to d
-~
1l4daa S .\J
-~ P
wéladun J.J_J

2. 1 connected to d

——

143ata é :.J

143aba < :LJ

3. 1 connected to r

”~

1iribbin <o
-
lirfugin ~ D JA

ke 1 commected to z

1ézima V ’
~F ”

lizéamun V ‘J'l

S. 1 connected to w

léw 3J

-~

14wwaba L:JS“

whiladat

1438a

143ima

lirfatin

lirfzqin

Juztumn

z81zala

14wmun

14wnun

[,.

z -

C—
3

(P
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6. 1 comnected to ?41if has a special form

z4alaa ,l)\;;' 14a B
déwalan :l)_s :l léana é: )

~2 - . .- -
daléalun ().,5) ) 1l4azama “ I\

10, Connected letters

Most of the letters have three or more variant shapes, depending on their
position in a sequence of letters, that is, whether they stand at the be-
giming, in the middle, or at the end of the sequence, or stand alone.
Many letters, when standing at the end of a sequence or alone, have a var-
iant with a flourishing final stroke. The variant with the flourish is
often quite different from the other wvariants of the same letter.

In the following sections each letter will be takem up separately and the
variant shapes will be given in the following order.

1. Connected to the following letter only.
2. Connected to the preceding and following letters.
3. Connected to the preceding letter only.
k. Standing alonme.

11. The letter (s~ sfin is characteristically a series of three upward
pointed strokes. In handwriting the thred upward strokes are usually
omitted and the letter is a horizontal straight line.

l. s~ comnected to the following letter only

2 & -
sudfudun J 9 :L_:— sirra I et
sivaa CJS_"j? séawaa S35\

sfara L= rastulun ‘:).Jr:L-.;.



2., =-s- connected to the preceding and following letters

lisirdajin C "I‘:"l lisdanun
4

listuqin ? )';J/ 14sada

1iséddin -] 14saa

3. =-s connected to the preceding letter only

déllasa U:'J _; léssa

dissasa

b s standing alone

lawwiasun J ‘)J sfadisun
-~ F I |
durfiusun O 203 dérsun

Additional examples.

o1 “i\_f_)’
~ » > o -
2 (el g

A o 52
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12. The letter U— ¥fin has the same basic form as the letter O~ s{in,

but with the addition of three dots above it.

usually connected, forming a small tent-like mark.

1. 3 connected to the following letter only

P
Q -

34ddat A
A~ e

Bar{un -A’:;“’

S4wqun O r—

2. =3~ comnected to the preceding and fbllowing letters

1484ariS in Eo\LAY
¢ - -

= o 7
143wan \J?-s—J

34araka

S4rafun

84rqin

1i34wqin

1iS4rafin

3. =3 comnected to the preceding letter only

he B standing alone

-

, -

wira3a J A2
’,h -

riS&aktun o \-—"’f

Additiona) examples.

-~
- -
L

S W

L)
>\

N\

"

14332

ré3%a

14a3a

In handwriting the dots are

SISLE



13. The letter GV kaf is characteristically a vertical stroke with a

slanting line connecting to the top from the right.

1. k- comnected to the following letter only

‘ - ,/
ké8aa aJ d4kara
- ;
-] -— ;/
wékadat g:‘_.a_\..)) kiwnun

2. =k- comnected to the preceding and following letters

2,
P4

sukfutin h,;-J)'L—— 3Gkran

<
1l4ka¥a sukdunun
38kara sﬁ_ slikkarun

3. =k commected to the preceding letter only

sfkakm oM 3hida
”
wi¥kun L’JA—E 1l8ka
ke k standing alone
-~ -
dfraka 3] 22 Hukukun
s1o X

Bérraka - 04aka

:

\
\

=

\\

Y



My

5. kiaf plus ?41if has a special form

< -

) .
rukikfabun oW o s o
’, o <
34kkan K< sukk4anun K -
Additional examples.
< 2 °* /// o ra -
y 2 - ,/ ~ o -
Y4 ool 9
’ -

- 3; - “ -
o .s\{ :r\)

. The letter J lam is characteristically a vertical stroke. It differs
from | ?41if chiefly by connecting to a following letter.

1. 1- comnected to the following letter only

~ -

1433a :\J Léw 3“

léwnin UBJ 14zima {'JJ
s o
lbama f,\) wéladan r.d)

2. =1= comected to the preceding and following letters
-~ » ~d
sulfuiun S s{llun S —
—~ - P
sflisa U‘"‘“l'— réasalaa M \_;
~ -~
s1lfamun Y~ shlaxa S
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3. =1 comnected to the preceding letter only
- - -~ ° -
réasala J— \J sl d——
-

risulin d"':"‘ j, s4lla

A}

e 1 standing alone

,:) 2 - oo -
rastulun rr—J délla J

P -\ 7
déwalin J - | zéala L) ‘J

S. 1liam immediately preceded by kiaf has a special form
” ){ A 2
S4klun kdllu J’/
P ~
S4akilun YL kelbanm “)Jz/
- Z c
k&lada v's B4kkalaa M
Additional examples.
~ / ‘: \/ L \ f
“—-‘)Jg J S .J-i
Ve 2 . P
G “J )
Ve -~
”~ P yd P P
) - "

15. The letter [* mfim is characteristically a small circle, often merely
a dot or a downward break in the line.

1. m~ comnected to the following letter only

A’, P ~ [ e
mérkazun JJ:" méwridun A0
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makéanun ol méadin
K" J
§ i
ma3riufun P2 mardakizu
e : P
mirrat — méa

2. =-m~ comnected to the preceding and following letters

3iméalan SJLE—";
7
kaméa - mamfaliku
~o o A
B4msun (S manlig sémman

3. =-m comnected to the preceding letter only

-~

1ém {-J strmun
»» o~
miwsimm “'T > s8llama
résmin ‘-:':—J 14kum
he m standing alone
~ » ° ”~
marsuumum r T r salfamm
14ama V,\) kirdamun
Additional examples.
’ -
P4 < ~ °| -~
J“’ p \f’ J )‘3 A
> 2 Bt
— 35

A}

\
\

1}
\
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16. The letter (3 bia? is characteristically an upward tooth-like stroke
with one dot below it.

l. b- connected to the following letter only

2
g

bi5¥arat o bikum OVL./
~ - -
baldafun % barlambani Ol
M P
Pr - o 5
bédnm 2 A bildadun S

.
-

2. =-b- connected to the preceding and following letters

- 2

14bisa e Kfibraa S

s J
ki bdarun 2\ sfibulin I
”~
t ~ A -
s4bban \“J__f mub4aSirun W e L.:

3. =b connected to the preceding letter only

mérkabun - sébabin o
=
] / .
s41bin ‘—‘qJ———— rékiba ‘—'-J )
= -
4o b standing alone
e -~ Ppe e -
bdabun S ran \__. dérbun o3
-~
P c -~
»~ A - .
¥riba o k&B3Baba _—
Additional examples.
- < - ") 9pl e
Cn \f))‘f.\-‘ — L

Cr 9° 33525
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17. The letter Lé y4a? is characteristically a tooth-like stroke with two
dots below it. In handwriting the two dots are usually connected, forming
a short horizontal stroke.

l. y- comected to the following letter only

P - Ao ”
Badfidun S ;L-“—— yAwmun Y »
2, ,’: F) 2>~
yaktunu v yadfuru S
. /, ,w o 2 a2 -
yusallimfuna O bar{idun A _r!
2 » s - 2 . -
yastiuduhu o3 o0—3 yaz{idu J‘:f’:
2. =~y- connected to the preceding and following letters
P ° -
» -
séyyidun v yawn{yyan \:j)f
miil4adun KV o 14ysa o
2 ‘. ~ ;
maydianun u\J-E-- kab{irun )’3“‘“
3. =y connected to the preceding letter only
- ~ o _
o
kiy oS rasniyyun &95_—)
~d C3 0~
malakfyyun Csh= yérmii SZr
b
maalfyyin Uﬁ \_: siyaas{yyun S \5——;
//u “
L. y standing alone
-, -~ .
w - w -
markazfyyin gSJ-'G-‘ baladfyyun Sl
’ rd -
’\: - » o -
Cs a3 Eso
- ~
baBar{yyun ?/ N barr{yywmn - '



Additional examples.
~ \”
O
//
g5
7
2 o

gﬁ_,-"—-;

-~

”
~ J)/ e P
- )2
- ”
AV s
ould P -/
’J w -
/0/ Pl >
A_:-: P

18. The letter (;)nﬁun is characteristically a tooth-like stroke with

one dot above it.

1. n- eomnected to the following letter only

L

ndadin 2
nézala :)—:’;
nawéawin é; [3;:
naSdatun f)b\;é_s
2. -n-

yanzilfwma 6)4;3:?355
ménzilin é):?zk:
munfasibun szf:—VL;

né3arat

nuwwiabun

niala

nédzasa

yén3uru

bandahu

mandGubun

3. =-n comnected to the preceding letter only

, o

ytmlin ' e
/’//

sékana ©

1lin

nfn

béyna

éirj‘ mikkana

connected to the preceding and following letters

\

On
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4. n standing alone

[y ))

miduni U e
N

bayianun O L~J
niizdanin C)\J}?:

e

yakfunu é)_?jir
K

»
malcdanun C)
- ).
sinduna W oy

S. The sequence written as nb is often pronounced as mb, as follows:

minbarun or

yénbusu or
dénbun or
Additional examples,

o -~
-

- ]/:,
-~

2 W/

mimbarun s
[-

» >0

yémbusu U=
- 2

démbun C—'—*-J.J
o ¢
,0‘ l’ . -
oI~ AL
-]
o= L e

19. The letter L _ t4a? is characteristically a tooth-like stroke with two
dots above it. 1In handwriting the itwo dots are usually comnected, forming

a short horizontal stroke.

l. 1t~ comnected to the following letter only

o e -~

tadbiirun .J;‘-: A0

< -

timma Y*‘
rd

j—{ e

ta3kuru »

taliwnaa

tamdaman

t41ka gj.J..\E



2. =t= commected to the preceding and following letters

: ”

mitaa s
> o e :

tatériku C—’J{“—-’
> -

yat{inmu ‘ffﬂ

o
yétluu J;tlg

tamt4ddu

dawlatdani

tétruku

tut4mmim

3. =t comected to the preceding letter only

témmat g
° - z

kianat ool
F) -~

1éstu L
2 o

hs t standing alone
. 4 PR

sayyaardatm (e ‘,)XEL_:L
° -~

mirrat < o_r
o - P

zhadat - A1)
kalimfatin ol

ndalat

dfirisat

térakat

kfntu

dtkirat

zlrtn

sayyidiatun

wéddat

21

¢S
\
LAY

\C
{E}
o

\ L

Q:?
¢

fo

s\
LA™
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Additional examples.

O/I"’ -] /’// P s -
oD oA el
' P

// ~ 2 /r ~
olJsa A=s BV
U

° - -~ 2 g~ : ,\/
=) S J o

20, The letter (3 64a® is characteristically a tooth-like stroke with three
dots above it. In handwriting the three dots are usually connected, forming
a tent-like mark.

l. ©- comnected to the following letter only

o - .
64aminun e ls 6fanin gl
<-4 2 2
Onanm U ofma =
Y !>
f&bbata oD guwwharin 2 V55

2. «6- connected to the preceding and following letters

a A
mii6faqun ol nf6lun J -
- .
- » -
pe Aow a
tamofilun l)'?;""‘ ka6firun )3‘:’
P [ ] » : »~ >
yhobitu Gl mm466ilin Jt""
> 1 4

3. =8 comnected to the preceding letter only

e < -
nikada e b bé6oa S

> > > -~
6616w R 64a1i0un ~JdB



b © standing alone

- 2
14wwada gy
whari6in Lo \ 5

< -

Additional examples.

23

-~ -
whrifa RSP

2 -
yériou o o

— O 5
- “ A Q)':" !l

21. The letter O h4a? does not have any one characteristic form.

1. b~ connected to the following letter only

bildaduhaa

hfammin r\_é

dahébtu

L—q.a_Q.)

hiya ;5‘2
htnaa L:é
hunfaka 3 \:_05

2+ =h~ conmnected to the preceding and following letters

léhaa \.})
yuhfmm r?:

maShGuran

14hum fq;-)

oo
34hrun JV
A:’ -
tamhiid{yyun S )
- e -
e : o u/
taht4mu “3-'7-!
bihaa
b



2L

3. ~h comnected to the preceding letter only

nalarithu

sallamithu

minhu s

L. h standing alone

O
AR

bandahu
2 o s -
yastuduhu 0 J >
Additional examples.
-~ 7
o
w
2, >

3

~
d LY z
=z -
22, tla? marbﬁut:ah
Z
siyfasatan ﬂ._:—-\;_—-
o
hod A
3érikatun “)J“',
-\
kilimatin q—e‘b
7 -~
o . -
né3ratun 00
wizdaratin ° )\ ).9
2 -

1l4hu

milikuhu

y43bahu

murdurihi

ddwlatun

biziy4aratin

middatan

sayyfaratun

tamhiid{yyatan

“ o -
q-J).)
“w ™ e .
o g
L Y o -
= <,
o Jd,
ad
V\/S/
o
“
- -
- 2 -
a b/
L _ T N
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. 2 9 - ~
A

— mad{inatun Lo Je
“

ost

maShfuratun

A1l the above words end in the composite letter 0 tha” marbl'mtah, which is
composed of the letter o héa® plus the two dots of the letter . t4a”.
This composite letter represents the phoneme t. The té4a? marbutah occurs
only at the end of a word. Note that the sign # fatmatian is placed im-
mediately above the § tda” marbGuiah, with no accompanying ?41if (ef.Section 6).

Additional examples.

-~
/‘if 2 ~
“ - » w “
= . - [
o~ - e -
~o - ~
u/, - — [ -
L4 “ -
s a2l M —

23. hfmzah with ?41if

The sign 5 "himzah represents the phoneme ?. It is characteristically a
small hook-like figure and often appears together with an accompanying

{ °41if, as in the following examples. Note that in such cases the | ?4lif
merely serves as a support for the 5 himzah and does not indicate the
long vowel aa. The writing of himzah is taken up in detail in Section 36.

1. h#mzah at the beginmning of a word

~ \, : L ;
?i3riafun 3 o l ?4n vl
-
- ° ;
t10n S e 23
-~ ”
- 53 J < 3
2umfiurun oo | ?28wwali it '
~ ” -~ \’f
2ustéabun A= | *adfasa &lal
- /;‘ %
*4mamin r ' ?inna o }
A
~ L _
é 2 o 2 \ ~ -] ‘
2usbtufun | ?islfamun \‘ BV W 3
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A1l the above words show the sign 5 hémzah with an accompanying | °4Lif.
Note that in these words the phoneme ? is (1) at the beginning of a word
and (2) is immediately followed by a short vowel. Note that the sign s
himzah is above the | °41if if the following vowel is a or u, and below
it if the following vowel is i.

2. hfmzah in the middle of a word

3 — ~ 3,
> -

tés?aln d e ré?yun k;S \)
'J“’ ; - ~ ; -~
mas?§latun a)\° o B47nun (&I N
o ; P = 5 -

bhda?at Sl W ré?san S
> ° ; P A’: 0’ -~

sa?4ltu S ta?mfinun (J:\: e

29 ”
-’ J ~ '

ta”ékkada A tetiom 2d b

A1l the above words show the sign 5 hfmzah over an | ?41if. Note that in
these words the phoneme ? is (1) in the middle of a word and (2) is either
preceded or followed by short a — but not by i or u.

Additional examples.

<5 ° % - o:,’

S Ji Sl R R RV
bl i~ .

< + e 5

ey \ 3 s |3
-~ -~

-
s

T)\;:_:’l s

\\ e —
$®

\

©

2. The letter 9 £4a? is characteristically a small loop with a single
dot above it.

1. f- commected to the following letter emly

£{ihaa \p’-:d/ fasat R



e

wifdin A3 D
»

2, -

fasris{yyun a15"77,1L3

> > -
f£allfamun Vs

2. -f- connected to the preceding and following letters

e e

: o s
kéfalat cda)
o -
nifsihi a_ e

-
»2 °,

2a1f4agun Py

£1i

sdafara

Pérraga

yaftuzu

saffirun

taffahumin

3. ~f connected to the preceding letter only

-
P I
L]

tata?f1late al =3

A‘ -
sdalifun s | e
ta”141fin —=J s

4. £ standing alone

séufa s_.__‘i),———'
“ /"" 7
7248rafa 3 — |

Additional examples.

P

- Ty

% -
1>

g% é
°
W\ \ \W —

281ifun

k41lafa

?211téffa
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25. The letter (9 qfaf is basically a small loop like s fia? but with
two dots above it.

1. g- connected to the following letter only

[} : - :
qéd A q4ama r
qaddama r 43 qardaran \J b
- ar -
P e “ V=
qibla d ) qfwwatun 0_s*
~ 7
“ v g - o -
f{rqatun 43 J‘i Barqan l-’ =

2. =g~ conmnected to the preceding and following letters

- ° -
“ ) o : - :
?41qaa LSGJ | tagidddamat G-y
2 o -
[ ] 2 - = a2 -~ e
tagr{iruhum T e 2istiqléalun PR
-~ - P
- - - ) -] : ° 1
magaaldatihi f\.J)) 52 ?alqiwlu J)"“'J \
3. ~q connected to the preceaing letter only
- - <7 \ 7
sébaqa O wiafaqa w>'s
~ ,; 2
2anf{iqun o= \ siabiqun & L_’_
. %5 2=
tafrfiqin ’LﬁJ ?4ttdfaqga o= }
-
he q standing alone
h,v\ /)\ 0 < 9\. ~
mawefuqun O > 2ittifdaqun O el ,‘
) o -
3 Wi’ “
yuférriqu B ‘sdaqa O L=
”~
A |7 o 3 - -
?aswiaqun O >o—\ niféaqun D \_o_i
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Additional examples

)- O:o: A,\t/ - “ » >
L ea” 2 .o = :\
S - L_‘a;ﬂf q_.\_g,
~ rd : '\./ - 3/
a3 G e | S 5

26. The letter Z jiim is characteristically a wedge-shaped letter with one
dot below it. Note that a preceding letter connects to it from above and to
the right.

1. Jj- connected to the following letter only

~>
- - ~2
jad{idatun ° A La jibdalun Jta
2 LS -~ ru
jéraa e jiddan aA
L.
» e _ P 3
jalsdtuhaa Sriiie wa?ajdabahu aslal 9
z :' Ve < -~
?ist4?jara ;—A v ) jawwiyyun S o
P -
2. =J- connected to the preceding and following letters
2 .: < “ - T
tatt4jibu As™ natfijatin s
. - ~ -~
') w0
fayajlisfuna O o2 = 14jnatun 4\_‘3)
2 ¢ ’0 { E) - \ ;
?aljélsatu ‘\__:_-u | ?almijlisu ’o‘ |
3. =-j connected to the preceding letter only
-~
2 ” - o P .
barniamaju Z. LJ" nas{ijin - -
” »

L]
- - »
tatwlijin oo yintiu e
2
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mintajin Z
=
L. 3 standing alone
< - .
watazdwwaja Z) e
4 -0 »
yanfiriju C .J“e""’ 2

Additional examples.

~2 s w
L5)\..s‘"
- - «
“ . -
o4 _r2

v

A"
\
-lae
5
\

>4 °/
tadr{ijun 05
-~
pe ;:r -
tadirrujun P
> D'/
mansiujin WIS
=
L J
i e~ /l‘ A - -
= | - \.AJJ
Ay T
. o j
- ° 2 -
“w 7 s P
5" =

27. The letter (. méa® is exactly like (-. jiim but has no dots.

l. B~ comnected to the following letter only

°
C\.JJA/

gizbihi
7 '
mdttaa S
gimalat R V-
Y ¢ -
gafl8 tuhum ‘ v

~ e =

glrbun L—-“J‘A

-~ -

padiifun Coaa
S VLT

?iqtiraarfiatun la s ,l
P »

“ >

gukfuma tun ‘L-')'I 2

2. =-m- connected to the preceding and following letters

-
sl

e

»
tagfiddulm =)

7algurtubu

tumibbu ‘ s

AT

?alrarakatu -—'—’J l
°\— : -7 -

wabfrabat ——S? P/
e _~

» e” |

?albémru =



3. =-E connected to the preceding letter only

tasmaru EIF—:;:

ménara <~Eifa

tas&llumin ( -
E 3

L. = standing alone
- - 0

?iqtérana . S

s
-

\-b

\

¥
R

riugin C 2
C

Y

nawfamin

Additional examples.

mra3sasun

?iftatana

ra3Sana

mafthumun

siliamun

?iftitlamun

rd

U

T -
analc—
~ - >
LJ:_A\S.S =

-~

31

s

7 ’
-

28. The letter (. x4a” is exactly like ¢ j{im but with one dot above it.

l. x~ connected to the following letter only

sy 0 TeT

”al?axbiaru - L l
° .7

7?84xadat Cooal
< 2 -

naaxibfuna U4 7
~ ”~

xaarij{yyatwm L ‘

x&barun

xildafan

?axfiran

xérajaa

A)’.’
13
,’b/
3
Y DN
—
=
. "
e |
-
’.4:'
L]

Lea

\a
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2. =x- connected to the preceding and following letters
- 2 0 ., -
° . E )
bixiyrin :fty:fi sayéxruju "
o & .o
25 tbixadat oo | 2intéxaba Cs= |
~ - - F) ° /j
P -1~
muxt4lifatun 4““":\:“5-‘ 2alxAassu Uou I
3. ~x comnected to the preceding letter only
”~ ~, ° -
' A
taar{ixun (ff,)lJ S4yxun é -
— - X
¥imaxa é
yarsuxu

tarsf{ixin

o
P
mislaxun
L. x standing alone

~ -
\!0
A,'
Buytuxun

?axun

24rraxa
pe ]

~
:'S
RE

¢

rusfuxin ‘J

=5
Additional examples.
» 70
Ul Ma

s |5

-~ r,'\f
A ol |
f ¢ ~, ~ e
L_.A.\.‘L.sﬂ \)A\ A
- ; /,
0 -~ - A f.\ ""J
Cas ) c.._a;)\_s‘ S5a |

29. mAddah
ra?iahu o \‘J ?aaBdarun



?alqur?4anu Z) Aj;zJi
ta?4amara ’;7{5‘
bada?aa ’TLLJ‘
28axada :L;;‘r-

All the sbove words show the sign ~—  méiddah over an

?al?4ana

24atin

?al?4axaru

?galdafun

33

A\

RS

—\

t
Ceo —

¥

o
9 J |

This eon-

posite letter indicates the sequence ? followed by the long vowel aa. This
method of indicating the sequence ?aa is used when the phoneme ? is (1) at
the beginning of a word or (2) is within a word and preceded by a consonant

or by the vowel a.

Additional examples.

L

[~
VL

30. The letter &i_?éyn is characteristically a small flattened loop.

l. §- comected to the following letter only

¢inda B~
/

f4laa S

f4adatan

mawsidan

¢érabun

?iflianun

os\
L
N

t\t‘—
\ \t:

ol
!

(:,\
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2. -t-= comnected to the preceding and following letters

2 _°7

?alf arabiyyu (:_'5:.\;_’_) I
@ -

taf4awunan : 3 \:L:»
ow o —

samf$tum r"‘f——*

~ 0~

biSda Sy

yas rifduna

5aTbun

tatiisu

sayaftudu

3. ~¢ connected to the preceding letter only

-
.

ménafa C

., 2
yudiiSu C: a3
tajtémitu

L. § standing alone

- (-]

21 jtimAasin C e
o

=\

dirdafun C =)
>

\72 -

satuddasu C B W

Additional examples.

Jam{ifun

wigaSa

miSa

2?adiafa

SdariSun

niwtin

-
—

-
- ~
“/
0 I L
“/

’CL\
A
L\'

N
LAY
£\
v

;

Mot
\
\isg
AW
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3l. The letter Zi #4yn 1is exactly like Ci f4yn but with one dot above it.
1. g- connected to the following letter only

z -~ 50

gédan \ L Biyruhaa \-GOJ}‘

- - ? ":‘ -

»ag4ada Ll Z4ayatan G L

z - o =

o ~ 7T T 3

gérban \"‘.J" ?agniamun " Lee
2, =g~ connected to the preceding and following letters

2 2 2 %2

ldgatun ‘\aiJ 2alghrfatu as |

l 120 2\, = 2

magléutun yadtigilu - -

)‘ i [
yG#liqu 0}"‘: b&laganii g“,‘""'."

3. -8 connected to the preceding letier only

’ e ts
mab&aligu (:3,\1_1 2almiblafu = |
”, ° : . ,,“'
tafrfigun G~ tablf{igin ==
L4
L. # standing alone
14 - 2 s
r. - 2
P 24 °
sfaffa C (W yafriga ZJ/ -
Additional examples., -
L p . P
Y ew Cwd \ .
P .0 4‘ w7 L3 o 7,
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32, The letter 2 t4a? is characteristically an egg-shaped loop with a

vertical stroke above it.

1. t- connected to the following letter only
~ 7 .
witanun U'A 2 tarfiquhu
% -~
tabiis{yyan \;—':—-—A ?4tlaga
- 23
2atiaqa W\ tayyaardatun
2. -t~ connected to the preceding and following letters
2 e
stltatun akl” tatdwwuran
-~ -
-3 §
?8Staa cS‘é“ | matéarun
7/ > 1 ° -
yaqtaSuhaa = marittatun

3. =t connected to the preceding letter only

-} - -

Las

féqat néftun
2 ° /’_
2alwésatu —é—:-)—‘ | xdttun
b
muE{itun ’:é:f' ?al?awsatu
L. t standing alone
° A
1i84rtin ;’-\’J——i 2inmitéatun
na34atin .é: L~ xutGutun
- -
a~d - ® P
?agliatun > M | »amiata

[Z 2 4 -
S
-
a~d -
-

e
o

¢

\
o
—_—

f’{
E‘

\
°

bf

A
1N

B
_—u\ \E:v\

b’\
B



Additional examples.

33. The letter Y 84a” is exactly like B t4a” but with one dot above it.

1. & connected to the following letter only
-
s . -
A s . N
- d4hara J'VL

- a2
2 . 7 w - '
mandadiru J% L2 daahiratun oo Ly
. (oo

§urt‘1ufun

o <
8411at C_‘A.lx muwaddafiuna o & ou

2. -3~ connected to the preceding and following letters

o - ‘. “o - ’ - '0
r L&) *int&darat S el
7~

nigéamun

'

e TN’
Réafadat oubsla minagdénatun
- <~ . -
maddahiru j—e \.é..a T agiiman L‘-:_%‘

3. -§ comnected to the preceding letter only

. ° . -
2irtéfada Bt A 14amada 2o v

S

”~
2 s , ;
ymiafigu .-&.3 \.;'f. galiidun __.ékl_:
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L. 3 standing alone

rudfiudin L sda *imtitéadun BYILS
2alf4aBum 51559 malfdudun el

Additional examples.
Ad ‘°u’
‘ w
”
2 )Mo 'J‘-‘. - UL
v, s v
A? /!n’

34, The letter U géad is characteristi¢ally a small egg-shaped loop
with a small tooth~like mark following the loop.

l. §~- connected to the following letter only

2 o T

s o -
?alfaagimatu ‘2\.:“? l=J] gaadirdatun s \J, s
- z P M’ -

gérrana ZJ‘"" garlimun -
Ve P A

° -~
wisalat s la”dgbana (‘ I

2. -8 comnected to the preceding and following letters

> = o ”
w - -} -
7iqtigaad{yyun L_S aLe:_s J tagriinan “Z
-~ -
2, . -\ ~w l
magéanifu & L= 7ittésala }
. ° o _- -~
° -

> <18 ~d -
2algésru exd mésdarun O3



3. =g connected to the preceding letter only

r L .°

xf3gaga A stain ol
2
risasun J yaglugu (& g
L. s standing alone
P LI | (© P are
?aSxdagun o= == biragun :
P P ~ o
xusfiugun S aa mirsun UpJA/

Additional examples.

7
~ -~ ° # 2 “")4‘4:"
(J"L-Q:A; )))'—eé “ s

n)’ : o -

35. The letter U2 déad is exactly like U saad but with one dot above it.
l. d- comnected to the following letter only

2 oo 2
2 '
Z ,l e~ * ‘ _ o ’/
mawgéutun = 2almbadii s<2\d
- ] > A)“ /. -~ -,
widifa C -2 mufaaridatun dos\22

2, =d- comected to the preceding and following letters

2 P ~ - -~
R4 “ow o W
?4ydan \.-4.:.: \ qadiyyatun 4.‘:_43
-~
~ 0

’ ~< -



Lo

2
>

° A\

° -
midaa S Hadritukum A

3. -d comected to the preceding letter only

'J. @ g . -~
b4S dun J - Tariidun ue“-'_}.c
-
P
hat ~ e . N Ll

nidda | ()"é'A Ead{idun e

L. d standing alone

e Wi

?ardadin (@ ‘J, " ?4rdun U“’ _Jo |

’ NN RS ' 2. e

taTérrugun (e mafridun U‘o{z"
Additional examples.

ad = > ~ -

o= oo\ U= 5=

36. hémzah

This section takes up in detail the discussion of the sign $ hémzah that
was begun in Section 23. The sign s hémzah, which represents the phoneme
?, may occur alone or together with one of three other letters. How it is
written in any given word depends upon (1) where the phoneme ? comes in the
word and (2) what vowel or vowels precede and/or follow it.

P
4 jJ/
The letter with which the sign S hémzah occurs is called the D -~
kirsiyy 'seat! of the himzah. There are three such seats, as follows:

1. An undotted S yia?
2. A O whaw
3. An | ~a1if

A fourth way is hamzah alone without a seat.
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These four ways of writing the sign $ himzah are taken up in the following
sections (36.1-5). Note that the letters used as seats have no sound value.

36.1 himzah with yéa?
1. 2 in the middle of a word

s 2 - o - P
. s 2. s
laaji?6una OO s inat ——
”
N %% w7 o -
yuhaddi *funa (O o B et st?ilat Sl L
P -
-}
»8 12 : 3
natia?iju erJ bi?run S
-
. ~ s U " 2 3
naa®ibun ) Ji%tu I
s -
a~ : 2 5
qda?imm Vf: ‘.3 ra®iisun U v A
P d
: ” 5 » t . \:’
stu?ilat L’v\-‘ > ri®dasatan a_—uJ
7’ 7

All the above words show the sign 5 himzah above an undotted S yia®,
Note that in these words the phoneme ? is (1) in the middle of a word
and (2) is preceded or followed by the vowel i.

2. ? at the end of a word
>

- '
3 “ A s -~
Sawdati?u '-S‘E' = hédi%a Sud
Vd
2 - % A7
5
14aji%un S xiti%a ‘—Sé“

P

” (- ¥4

s\ yébtizu :

(")

5

hiadi?in

) (’\\\

A1l the above words show the sign $ hémzah above an undotted S yia’.
Note that in these words the phoneme ? is (1) the last consonant in the
word and (2) is preceded by the short vowel i.
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36,2 himzah with wiaw

1. ? in the middle of a word

[l -}
) A)’ -5
\ H 4
mu?4llifun L—-ﬂg)" mu?tamarun I
w 2 ’
2 A s? ~ s o
yu?466iru _J'f > mas?tulun () 20—
- ~ > PJ
w g . 3 A
yu?addii Lé ;5 > Bu”tunun DI o—
- 2
' 24\ 2 , - 5
su?aalun rr— ba%usa & aull- o
> /- ”’ 2
& 3 - . £ 7/ g~
tafda?ulan Mo L5 yahda?una V225 2
A1l the above words show the sign 5 himzah above a 9 wiaw. Note that

in these words the phoneme ? is (1) in the middle of a word and (2) is
preceded or followed by the vowel u -~ but not by the vowel i.

2. ? at the end of a word

2 s

3 50 s A
yajruu )j.’i bétu®a :

? >~ % -
jéru®a 208 méru®a 2
All the above words show the sign $ himzah above a 9 wiaw. Note that

in these words the phoneme ? is (1) the last consonant in the word and
(2) is preceded by short u.

' 36.3 hamzah with ?4lif

1. ? at the beginning of a word

° ’w ; ’- o :

26jjilat Cda *4dnaa s\
s

. S - ‘”} .2 - \:41

24xraa e ?ajaaba (- \



L3

21 stéwrada By r—-—) 2dulaa s\
/
»” - 3
~
?i104arun LTy *gujida 2a |
- 2 p
- 0
P ”, " s
%11 jiadun L= } 2int4haa J
> -

A11 the above words show the sign # himzah with an | ?4lif. Note that in
these words the phoneme ? is (1) at the beginning of a word and (2) is
followed by both long and short vowels except long aa (for which see Section
29). In such words the sign 5 himzah is above the | ?31if if the next
vowel is a or u, and below it if the next vowel is i.

2. ? in the middle of a word

- 2 : -
> f - °. " »
t&s?alu JLo qari?tum r
» /; P ] ; -~
- - [}
mas?alatun aJlLe; ta?miinun Q)':': l:
_=T J 4
ta?41lafa CJ yaxudu EW.3 \-:
=< e
-] 3 . ) -
bada”at ol 4 34%nun O Lo
-] /‘ - -, ;
- Cd ”~
1l4ja”at — Ls.‘ md?wan Ss L

A1l the above words show the sign 5 himzah over an 1\ ?alif. Note that in
these words the phoneme ? is (1) in the middle of a word and (2) is preceded
or followed by short a (for long aa see Section 29) -~ but not by the
vowels i or u.

3. ? at the end of a word

-~ -~
5 -~ 7 5.
-]
*4bta%a L&s | bida’a \
o A e
léj a%a \-# nébda"u \ 'J"f-’
.. ¢
s P s”0
méla?a ?ibtAda?a \ Jou \
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2
,\ ”~ ° P d
y4hda®u 2z

411 the above words show the sign # himzah above an | ?4lif.

yaqra®u

Note that in

these words the phoneme ? is (1) the last consonant in the word and (2) is

preceded by short a.

36. himzah standing alone

1. ? in the middle of a word

e Y
ta34a”ama “ s W2
/\,‘ - P
?iséa”atun o s\
A
° - -
jia%at Sosla
L]

All the above words show the sign $ himzah standing alone.

sda?ala

lia?ama

tasia”ala

AP Bl

(i

Note that in

these words the phoneme ? is (1) in the middle of a word and (2) is pre-
ceded by long aa and followed by short a.

2. ? at the end of a word
A2 -’
{5
bai;,ii?un .
bad?un S
34y?un S

hudiu?un 39 ,\.:D

A1l the above words show the sign 5 himzah standing alone.

wuzaria?u

maséa?an

jaava

?ijria?in

\~ 2
JJ‘A“
2 s

Note that in

these words the phoneme ? is (1) the last consonant in the word and (2) is

preceded by a long vowel or by a consonant.

The sign # fatmatfan is

usually written above such a s himzah, as in tbe second example in the
right-hand column, but may also be accompanied by an | ?41if as described

in Section 6.
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36.5 Variant writings of himzah

z P 2 .
s e 30
Say?an \ML or ~
L) -,
-
~ 2 - A’u - -

hay”atun s L:AQ or L2l

¥

” s 2 ” 5 5
ri%iya S S or s
v - -
~ T "’“//
mi?atun ol or !
P d ”
~ \ ° A\:‘ s s, o
?ijraa?iyyun Ssel or S )
/7 E
b 4 ‘v ~ s ‘ (
taféa?ulun ) '1) P} ka) or k),B kaa

——

The above words show certain variants in the writing of the sign $ hémzah.
The representation of the phoneme ? is complicated by historical considera-
tions and not all dictionaries and texts show complete consistency. The
variants usually occur when the phoneme ? is the last consonant in the word
or comes before certain endings. In your reading you may expect to find
variations that do not precisely agree with the system as set forth here.

Additional examples of the writing of the sign s hémzah.

»
e 217 u)\’
Jla, } 2=\ o
v
P 2 o - e
. 3 - B 2
QI =L (&2
Vo2 p
)-, :, 2s ” ko’j’/
&Jﬁ:\ﬂ_) 2 !J“ k..:‘,;é)
4") 2 L]
2\) 3 o — z 2 5
5 = s 258 AN LI
3
» - T >\ < J/ »Jo”
L1 Y
sLalt s 5.2 o—\
217t o7 T
s Lﬂ-’) 1:(;4 | 3 )
-~ -
>
AL AT \qez
XJ-’ i - _).:L_a
-
- &1 275 o 3
)s\."-‘) ) Q__Jt_,‘ alr e
[y Cd
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37. A special way of indicating long aa
1184al1ika ' LE_U/ :\..\, héadaa \ jL.b
kaB4alika L;Jé :lJ// h&adihi o 29

~ -~
A P
laak{nna b haa?ulda?i 3)) 50
I :-l ] ; \ /‘ ’/|

?alléahu | héakadaa

- .

7 Y-
1ill4ahi al d4alika - gﬂ—/\ J

A1l the above words show an | 441if, indicating the long vowel aa, placed
above a consonant, instead of following it (ef. Section L.). There are
only 2 few words written in this way; these are the most common.

Note that there is no special letter in the Arabic alphabet to indieate
the phoneme ] (the next to the last example in the left-hand columm).

38. Pause forms

If you have been working through this material with an educated natvive
speaker of Arabic, you have probably noticed that he does not always
pronounce the same word in the same way. Such modifications in pron-
unciation typically involve the omission of final short vowels and nun-
ation (cf. Section 6.). We call a form of a word modified in this way

a PAUSE FORM. '

A pause form is characteristically shorter than the FULL FORM of the

same word. Pause forms occur typically at the end of a sentence, and

in the promunciation of single words in isolation, especially if such
words commonly stand at the end of sentences. Within sentences pause
forms may occur at the end of a phrass. Where pause forms are used
within a sentence, and how often they-occur, varies with different speak-
ers and apparently depends upon the style of reading. This means that
the same speaker will often read the same passage differently on differ-
ent occasions.

The following examples will illustrate the modifications that occur to
produce pause forms. Note especially that Arabic words are always written
in their full form; the pause forms must be supplied by the reader.



1. Words ending in t4a® marbfutah

PAUSE FORM FULL FORM
o - Pd
jadfidah jad{idatun O A
jadfidah jadfidatin oI J4a
// LY - L ]
f -~ -
jadfidah jadfidatan oA Ao
22 I
»aljad{idah 23l jad{idatu 5 X ad|
P o ;
?aljad{idah ?aljad{idati o I .,3‘ {
- -
« 3
2aliadfidah 2aljadfidata ® I N
»“ _ :
qéadimah qaadimatun aL )
qéadimah qaadfmatin ;\: D
‘d -
= <
qladimah qaadfmatan U
2 oot
?alqiadimah ?algaadimatun as LBJ |
-
.. P ?
2alqiadimah 2alqaadimati s ]
-~
<.
»alqdadimsh »alqaadfmata SH 3]

In pause, words ending in téa? marbfiutah drop final wowels and nunation

(cf. Section 6) and the t is replaced by h. This results in all the pause
forms being alike. Note the change in the position of primary stress in
the pause forms of the last six examples as compared to the full forms.
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2. Words (except those with t4a® marbfiutah) ending in a short vowel or nunation

PAUSE FORM

jadfid

jadfid

jadfidaa or jadfidan

23l jadfid

2aljadfid

?al jadiid

minh

bih

fiih

bildaduh

jiddaa or jiddan

ka8iiraa or ka®firan

FULL FORM

jadiidun

jadiidin

jadfidan

?-1jad{idu

2aljadfidi

?aljadfiida

minhu

bfhi

£{ini

bildaduhu

jiddan

kaBiiran

e

L\Y

5
N S U
't\ P ° \

Foo 0
o+
-~

\ \
‘W, .l;\.

x}" \t
i
e

——‘\\ -—-\

-
o

\
\

e

E

oWV
L
\ N
£
\- \

N
t(
W\

»
\

-—
t
\ 4>

In pause, all final short vowels and the endings -un and -in are dropped.

The ending ~an is either replaced by -aa or remains unchanged.

The re-

‘placement by -aa is the Classical form; the unchanged form is more common

in modern reading.
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3. Words ending in a long vowel or a consonant

PAUSE FORM FULL FORM
bildaduhaa biliaduhaa Lo 3 s\
s
° P4
?alkibraa ?alkiibraa C—s-)ﬁjJ )
1] . ;
2almadii 2almfadii = LJ |
>
yatluu yatluu I e
o 4 T
biliaduhum bilbaduhum \_«Q 3
”
2
bikum bikum %L
-

fhqat; féqat s
jérat jérat —n e

In pause, words ending in a long vowel or a consonant remain unchanged.

39. Grammatical considerations

Up to this point we have described the Arabic writing system with a minimum
of reference to the grammar of Classical Arabic. That is, we have regarded
the problem as one involving the interpretation of the writing system with-
out a knowledge of the grammatical status of the words and forms involwed.
However, it is necessary to know some grammatical facts in order to interpret
certain peculiarities of spelling, and certain modifications of words when
they come together within sentences. Most of the following sections will
involve such facts.

4O. Verb forms with a final ?41if

-\

térakuu | )'E:' ?ajabuu \ e L;:
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kdsaw

banaw

ramaw

The above verbs show the endings -uu and -aw meaning 'plural'.
endings on verbs the writing system shows an | <?4lif.
Additional exampless

no sound value.

'O,’

o - ~

155

L1. The prefix for “the"

\\

14 ja”uu
?arsaluu

x&rajuu

ATy

2.0

AL

L o

P
Vs

-
\,a 72

2 _sa

After such
\ ?4lif has

Read the first word in the right-hand columm and then the corresponding

word in the left-hand column.

?alkitlatu
2alqéwlu
?al?imru
?albayianu
?alffirgatu
?alxibaru

?alwirbu

> -
-

(%
\\l

(A
°
s\
]
—y
\

\
°

L
&

-
—'h\

C,\.
\
3 L ]
w—

1

Fl o -
“w ~ > 3
'Y
A |

[
»

\
A
-—-ﬁ\

.(\

kitlatun
qéwlun
?&mrun
baydanun

fargatun

xébarun

girbun

Continue this way down the list.
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V4 »
?alhu jhum “"SZfJ| hujéumun
: 2. 27
?algiayatu L led | gaayatun
> .8 H
231 4dadu 22l §4dadun
AP
?a1jar{idatu o -{_—»J-f\ ' jarfidatun
?31mijlisu 2 \ mijlisun
L \ oy
?alwiziaratu o/ ,)‘73\ wizdaratun
”
5507
?alyivmu “,’:J | yéwmun

All the words in the left-hand column show the prefix for “the!., In
Classical Arabic this prefix has different forms, depending on the first

consonant of the word to which it is attached.

When the first consonant

is one of the following:s kq ?b fxmg h gt jmwy , the prefix is 1-

as in the above examples.

When a word having this prefix occurs in isolation or at the beginning of

a sentence, the prefix has the form %?al-.

This prefix written as a part of

the word to which it is attached and does not affect the position of

primary stress.

Note the combination M liam °?31if when the prefix is attached to a word
The | ?4lif here does not indicate the

beginning with the phoneme *.

long vowel aa.

Additional examples.

:’01

“

qs !

)?,0;

.La‘,JO
s

° =5

P4

o 1)
> 5 .°
J),\;J
[-)

A

—\ -

— N\

> A3
-]
o 4\
JEENVAN

\

(>
{98

L (E.o
—_—

AN
°

N

A
N
— -t

.

g

‘\o
s\
‘o

L]

—
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L42. Variant forms of the prefix for "the"

2 - T - ; ~ - -
?attildawatu o 2 )A-:J , tildawatun o9 )J;!
2, - T 5 -
2attar{iqu S ;"L’J | tar{iqun Lﬂ:‘{‘L
] ° : "’ ~> o -
?addirsu o—oJl darsun J A
)‘ » )r' ? o » ,,
?adduyfiufu s el duytufun 3 =
L7 e
?2604anii sz | 8danin O
. - : ; - -
2add4habu C.-..Q | d4habun :_4_@ 2
o
w 2
»20 )} 2 ~ o 1,
2a35tihru &) dtihrun ok
> .3 -~ _
?assiabiqu o = Jl sdabiqun U': |
”~
2. > C,, :/ -~ ). >
?assufiufu 9 sl | sufiufun 3 =
2 L - : ; ‘: - - A’
7a88ahiagatu P38 \&A—-J ) Bahaadatun oJ ‘V—"
s : 5 ": o 7
?azzéytu CZ..‘:» ey zaytun — J
<3 -
?anniadii S L.J | ndadin 3 \.J
-
2 s 2 ; -~ s 7
?arra?{isu o—= P ra?{isun U=

e >
- ~ 3 -
2alliBatu Al | l4gatun el

A1l the words in the left-hand column show a variant form of the prefix for
"the". When the first consonant of the word is one of the following: t t
dded33ssSznrl, the prefix is t- {~ d- d-- 6~ 3 3 s- s—§—z—n—
r- 1- respectively, as in the above examples. That is, the first consonant
of the word is doubled.

The Arabic writing system consistently shows the letter J 1lam in the prefix
for "the", and indicates the variants by showing no °© sukiun on the (J léam
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and by placing a “ siddah over the first consonant of the underlying word.

When a word having a variant of the prefix for #*the" occurs in isolation
or at the beginning of a sentence, the prefix has the form ?at- ?at- %ad-

%ad- etc.

Additional examples.

- - - -~

2 e -3 » .93 » =z s

asJ) | FJ|
.

or"
PR
\
N ™
——t\
A
L )
>\
—

¢ * :
123 % 50 31 5oL
‘ Jal 55k
L
- -

—
)

s
\

™
$ \
‘o
\
(‘\i '
\-
\
[ 8Y -%
— —
s
S O
g
\
—-—M\

——\\

qu

:

L3. hémzatu_lwisl

All Arabic words that are pronounced in isolation or at the beginning of a
sentence with an initial ? and a following short wvowel fall into one of

two classes?

1. Those words that retain the initial ? and the following vowel

under all conditions.
2. Those words that drop the initial 7 and the following vowel

under certain conditions.

That is, many words that in isolation or at the beginning of a sentence
begin with one of the following sequences: ?i- ?u- ?a~ appear under certain
conditions within sentences without this sequence.

The ? that is always retained is called in Arabic hémzatu_lqéts. The ? that
is dropped under certain conditions is called himzatu_ lwasl. “Words showing

hémzatu_lwésl are discussed below.

L3.1 hémzatu_lwésl preceded by words ending in a short vowel

QGrouwp I

7alqévln ‘)J;ZJ ’ ?annahriani ég E;i;LJ
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2 "‘:

231s dadatu o alad)

. " ;c;

2al?ag4anii s V|

° 7

?al"irbu g;_L;JQ |
Group II

mia biyna_nnahriyni
wayimkinu_lqéwlu

{1 jazf{irati_17Aarabi
qiddama_stiqaalitahu
méfa_rru?asia?i

fawga 1T4adati

samf¥tum béTda_17agianii

qébla lmérbi

™) ”~
P
”

?alf4rabu c;:):;“J \
237y~

21 stiqaalituhu edley - )

- 4

, 52t

?arru?asia’u s LA:—.Ji_rJ'

All the words in Group I begin with hémzatu_lwisl. The Arabic writing
system usually indicates the initial ? in such words by the sign s hémzah.
Some texts omit the sign s hémzah and indicate only the vowel.

Group II shows these same words in phrases preceded by words that end in
a short vowel. Here the phoneme ? and the following vowel drop, and the
omitted vowel is replaced by the final vowel of the preceding word. Such
words are joined closely together in pronunciation; we indicate this in
our transcription by a curved line (_) connecting the words involved. The
Arabic writing system indicates this by the sign ~ wislah over the \ ?4lif.

Part of the study of Classical Arable grammar is learning what words and
forms begin with hémzatu~lwé§1. The prefix for “"the"is one of the most

common.
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Additional examples.

a5 = aalz Il L.
” ~
o » ‘1 ”
- ° S - .
RS IREA N u;-—:-,‘_,-‘\ .

a e .3 .
7alistiqléaly  J Mai-V| 2igtiqléalun 8BS ST

o 3 .
2aliqtiséadu A= Ul »iqtisdadun sles )
. 0 . ; -~ ]
?alintidiabu d__a\ Lol ?intiddabun Sl )
> -~ ‘o‘_ 0 ; pe) - .. - @
valistixldasu M V| 2istixldagun e Mg |
- s
-
;
on © a3 av ©
valistijwssbn o -lgS—1J| »istijwiabun o\ |
. . . s

A1l the words in the right-hand column begin with hamzatu_ lwésl In the

left~-hand column these same words appear with the prefix for Wihe'. This
prefix has here the form li- (in isolation and at the beginning of a sen-
tence ?ali-). However, many Arabs read such words as if they began with

hémzatu_lqétf. For example, they would read the first item in the left-

hand column as ?al?istiqldalu instead of ?alistiqlialu.

L3.3 hémzatu_lwé3l preceded by words ending in a long vowel

Group 1 ,
T-“ - L
xittaa s f4laa gs'L"-
‘ 2 s - 1 |
dérasuun I 2 2{12a L_FJ’
”~
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jalsatuhaa

14

Group II
Tala_zzirdatti
?{1a_lintixaabdati
Eitta_ssdafati
:ﬁhmsu_laniyyata
héa5a,1maw@ﬁu?u
ma_ttaxad4thu
jalsétuha_l1?d4ulaa
fi_384rqi_174dnaa

f£i_jtimfatin

héadaa \ -1415
2

-

20 ~.7m
a5 <1 L
- ;o,. °_

~ - -

cJQ,’,AJ\
»
- 7~ Lo ]

o 1% a Y

A1l the words in Group I end in long vowels. Group II shows words that
begin with hdmzatu_lwisl preceded by the words of Group I. In such cases
the long vowel is replaced by the corresponding short vowel. Additional

examples.

- .ll' ” -
L \‘l L]
. - -
[ ]

P

BOIRIR,
So—=1 L
r;.:J”\ o
2\ s

L) T w

‘\
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h3.h hémzatu lwasl preceded by certain words ending in -aa and -uu

-
- <
-~

.

xattéa_ssikvati Al =) Lea

-

PA . ’. » \, T .
wamadarda_ljdlsata E \_’_).5) (I 2
w t » .'i \: 2 °. ’
manduubda_lrukfumati a _7; e W
[ ] " > P
- - o ?
mustami§fu_lad{iei - ;L-'!J | o
-, 3 ser
- - 2 .
manduublu_lsukfumati fL'_’l’J S o

The endings -aa 'dual' and -uu 'plural' (with nouns and adjectives) are
sometimes pronounced long before a following word beginning with hémzatu_
lwdsl. This occurs chiefly in a very careful reading style; more often
these long vowels are replaced by the corresponding short ones, as de-
scribed in Section 43.3.

43.5 hémzatu_lwlgl preceded by words ending in consonants

Group I
2
o ° | O. -
21i14ykum r\:—‘ ) T4n =
o o J
him ‘.O qéd A9
° ]
min &) béradat ‘
‘O T - 9- 1‘ - -
banaw B bidavat —
8- 2° . <. -
manduubdyni 9:"‘ D s samfS tum f“"‘f’“
Group II
;) ° " o -
§4n1 lmawdfus i é oD e
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- 2% , @ ’:‘0 - -
qédi_ntahdzna_lfiarsata o o) \J_Jj/‘ﬂ | :F’
2> s - - -
“ ° - A -
béradati_ll4jnatu . ‘L«_s'u \ ﬂ;—v-SJ
> - ® - 3
o s - P
b4da®ati_lmaf rikatu a 5oy < | 23
-~ 1 1 ” » f L] -
samff tumu_lxitdaba « s \ r-‘--:'—
' 5 o Jom -
- 2 1o
2iliykumu 1?axbiaru -\ | = !
e -~
: ’. ’- .1’ ” ot
htmu_11a8{ina sdafaruu \s28l = Gl ",4)
”-
P \/\- - “ .
mini_qtiraamdatin g//‘l.a La I I &)‘:
“ . - 50 -
. ® w .
mina_lqur?dani lkariimi ‘r:‘)JJ | Eg \_r¢J\ U
- : - ® \ ’. -
bénawi_lmadfinata ‘o :\_J Vi
e . s se . ®
“w > .
min manduubdyi lmukGumati g _rlég ' eg?f_) . O
~

All the words in Group I end in a consonant. Group II shows these same
words immediately preceding words that begin with hamzatu._lwasl. Here
these words add a final vowel, in most cases the vowel i. The word mfn
has two variants: mina before the prefix for Wthe" and mini elsewhere.

The treatment of the endings -aw 'plural! and -ay 'dual' (the last two
examples in Group II) before a following hémzatu_ lwisl is uncertain.
According to some grammarians they add a final -1 thus: -awl, -ayl.
This treatment will be followed here. Additional examples.

: - - - 2 - ~ ”~
S8 o 5ia o= O
- ,.’ rd »- ,‘ ,'r‘ ‘/ _ -
)—;’;’/o”z 2 /\’-\\,.o - - 2
YM—H = S\l sy oz L)
» L0 ~



L3.6 hinzatu lwisl preceded by words ending in nunation

Group I
4 -~ ~ ”
garban ‘ 5= ?isldanua Z )*...2"
”
z ’ »u”,
%imAalan 2 \.r:';‘ mas?3latun ajle-
2 7 - Lo -
2axfiran ,J}f | ¢4n mas?4latin 5 el o
Group II
’: .0 - “ o
'>i§1£aauni_jtinaa?iyyun gs“; \.::-A \ Z ),L.a J
~ _ o, o -7 g
mas?§latuni_qtisaadiyyatun > 2 Lot | Le2
- : . . : o - - ; _ ® Ll
¢ 4n mas?4latini_qtisaadiyyatin o L.a._i | L . OF
’0,. P - - 2,
yamfidduhaa Z4rbani_lbimru 2 " \ \_,_,: Lo is’
| » -
2 ” = 7 A [
waSimfalani_1jibdalu <J\.._sJ ' ,—\J\.r'?J
”~
> ° - - -~ 0 [ ‘/’ . f -
“w - w “w  w
wa?axiirani_ntéhati_ddawratu o \ - ‘ )ﬁ |)

All the words in Group I end in nunation, that is, the endings -un -in -an.
Group II shows these same words immediabely preceding words that begin with
hémzatu_lwigl. Here these words add a final -i. Note that this final -i
is not indicated in the Arabic writing system.

L3.7 Omission of °41if with waslah
e
> o 30 “ . 3
1i1°usbéuf 1 t >\ 1ilmukiumati A )—LS‘LL

litta”1{ifi —ed XU 111i jtimdaci E Lesa 30
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s % -
lirra?{isi U/ - ’J'Ll 1117 émali ‘J s

-

When the preposition -J 1li- is added to a word that has the prefix for “the",
the | ?41if and the sign ~ wislah of the prefix are omitted.

bismi_114ahi alll \-———'/ »{smun

'

t
L
‘M~

The word “— | ?{smun begins with himzatu_lwisl. When the preposition

< bi- is added to this word in the above solemn introductory formula,
the | ?811f and the sign ~ wislah are omitted. This omission occurs
only in the above formulas elsewhere the Arabic writing system shows the
composite letter | , as in the following exampleés.

s C N
bismi rra?{isi U—:"i \-f'“\.o
z - .5 o™
bismi ?atdfa?i _nnfadii s sl s b L
- -~ \, Q/
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