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Module 25

Comparison of Adjectives and Adverbs

In this module, you will learn to "compare' German
adjectives and adverbs, that is, to form and us~
the comparative and superlative forms of both types
of words. The module is divided into the following
sections:

1. Comparison of Adjectives

2. Comparative and Superlative of Predicate Adjectives

3. Comparative and Superlative of Descriptive
Adjectives

ﬁ"}ifa”ff*:ff7?’5{f 4, Comparison of Adverbs




Section 1

Comparison of Adjectives

25-3




1. Comparison of Adjectives

In modules 14 and 15, you learned the forms and uses
of German adjectives in sentences such as:

Seine Frau ist jung.

(His wife is young.)

Ich werde miide.

(I am getting tired.)

Das Wetter bleibt schon.

(The weather stays nice.)

As you may.recall, the adjectives in the above sen-
T L L tences are being used as predicate adjectives, in
V”-i_  L3fm"2'? R that they follow a verb of being, becoming, or
PR o ' remaining (sein, werden, bleiben). Whenever an ad-
Jjective is used in a predicate adjective construction,
it retains its "dictionary" ("citation") form, which
never changes regardless of the gender, number, or
case of the noun to which it refers.

A1l of the adjectives used in Modules 14 and 15 were
in the so-called "positive" form., For German adjec~—
A T L tives (as for English adjectives), there are two other
P T U possible forms, which in grammatical terminology are
: called the "comparative' and the "superlative." You
are already thoroughly familiar with these distinc-
tions in English, even though you may not have en-
countered the formal terminology. Here are some
English examples:

POSITIVE COMPARATIVE SUPERLATIVE
nice nicer nicest
big bigger biggest
long longer longest
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For each of the following English adjectives, write
POSITIVE, COMPARATIVE, or SUPERLATIVE on the line

provided, to indicate the form in which that adjective
appears:

younger

old

tallest

finer

loveliest

better

TURN THE PAGE AND CHECK YOUR ANSWERS.




The correct answers are:

COMPARATIVE

POSITIVE

SUPERLATIVE
COMPARATIVE
SUPERLATIVE
COMPARATIVE

START THE TAPE,
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As you will note from the preceding examples, the
comparative and superlative forms of English adjec-
tives (except for irregular forms such as "good,"
"better," "best") are formed by adding certain endings
to the positive form of the adjective., These endings
are —er for the comparative and -est for the superla-
tive. Thus, the three forms of the English adjective
"rich" are:

POSITIVE COMPARATIVE SUPERLATIVE
rich richer richest

Some English adjectives show minor departures from
this general rule. For example, adjectives whose
positive form already ends in -e add only -r in the
comparative and -st in the superlative: -

fine finer finest

You are not expected to memorize adjective formation
rules in English, but simply to realize from the
foregoing discussion that there are three general
categories:

1. regular adjectives, which follow a single forma-
tion rule (long, longer, longest)

2. adjectives which show slight orthographic depar—
tures from the "regular" pattern, but which are
otherwise regular (mice, nicer, nicest).

3, irregular adjectives, whose comparative and super-—
lative forms are completely different from that of
the positive (good, better, best)




An analogous situation exists for German adjectives,
Some are irregular, as for example:

gut, besser, best- (good, better, best)

some are completely regular (although the endings are
not exactly those of English):

klein, kléing, kleiqigf (small, smaller, smallest)
billig, billiggE, billigEEf (cheap, cheaper, cheapest)

and some show slight departures from regularity, in-
cluding adjectives whose positive form ends in ~e, -d,

~t, or -s, and adjectives which change their stem
vowel in the comparative and Superlative:

bdse, bdser, bssest- (angry, angrier, angriest)

kalt, kidlter, kiltest- (cold, colder, coldest)

Let us consider first those German adjectives whose
comparative and superlative forms are completely
regular, Study the adjectives below, then say the
endings which are added to the comparative and the
superlative form of regular German adjectives:

POSITIVE COMPARATIVE SUPERLATIVE
freundlich freundlicher freundlichst-

schmutzig schmutziger schmutzigst-




The comparative form of regular German adjectives adds
-er to the positive form, and the superlative adds

-st to the positive,
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Write the comparative and superlative forms of the
following adjectives on the lines provided. All are
completely regular.

POSITIVE COMPARATIVE SUPERLAIIVEF

1. sauber

2. reich

3, neu

4, schoén

5. freundlich

6. schmutzig

TURN THE PAGE AND CHECK YOUR ANSWERS.
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If you made any mistakes, write the Correct German,

1. Sauberer

sauberst-
— —_———

2. reicher reichst-
—_——— —_——
1

neuer neust-
—— ——
_i:_;"fjf*ﬁf*f 7/'f1 e 4, schéner schénst-
T T o ———— ———
' 5. freundlicher freundlichge-
—_——

Schmutziger

schmutziggt—
—_—

1Sometimes spelled neuest-, We will only use neust-
. . —_— —2t
1n this module,

START THE TAPE,
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Listen to the positive form of each of the regular
adjectives below, then say the positive, comparative,
and superlative forms aloud. For example:

You see and hear: sauber

You say: sauber, sauberer, sauberst-,

You hear (as confirmation): sauber, sauberer,
sauberst-—.

Compare your pronunciation carefully to that of the
German voice.

1. sauber

2. reich

3. neu

4, schdn
5. freundlich

6. schmtzig
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We will now study certain irregular adjectives, as
well as representative groups of adjectives showing
slight departures from complete regularity, It will
not be necessary for you to remember "rules" to fit
these situations, Instead, you should simply practice
and memorize the comparative and superlative forms of
these adjectives. As you encounter other irregular
adjectives in the course of your study, you should

make it a practice to learn the comparative and super-—
lative forms as well,

Listen to and repeat all three forms of the following

groups of adjectives,

Completely irregular forms:
gut besser best~-

Adjectives whose comparative and superlative forms

change their stem vowel (these adjectives usually
have only one syllable):

jung jlinger jlingst-
lang ldnger ldngst-
warm warmer wArmst-
arm drmer drmst-

krank krédnker kridnkst~

Adjectives whose positive form ends

in -e, -d, -t
or an "s" sound:

tiide - miider miidest-

bGse bdser bésest-
interessant interessanter interessantest-
nett netter nettest-
gesund1 gesiinder gesilindest-
kurzl kiirzer kiirzest-

kaltl kdlter kdltest-

altl dlter dltest-

INote also the chan

geé to umlaut in comparative and
superlative




" Various other irregularities:

dunkel dunkler dunkelst—-
teuer teurer teuerst-
sauer (sour) saurer sauerst-—

" NOTE: The three adjectives above drop an -e- from the

positive form to produce the comparative,
Otherwise, they are completely regular.

hoch hoher héchst-
NOTE: This adjective drops a =c- in the comparative
(only) and changes its stem vowel in the
comparative and superlative.
gross grosser grosst—
Study all the .irregular adjective forms above until
you feel you know the positive, comparative, and

superlative forms thoroughly, then turn the page for
written and spoken exercises on them.
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Write the comparative and superlative forms of the
adjectives on the lines provided.

POSITIVE COMPARATIVE SUPERLATIVE

1. hoch

2, miide

3. jung
4, gut

5. warm

7. dunkel

8. arm
9. kalt
10. sauer

11. alt

_____ 12. bdse

13. lang

14. interessant

T

15, kurz

16, teuer

TURN THE PAGE AND CHECK YOUR ANSWERS.
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If you made any mistakes, write the correct German.

1. hoher héchst-
2. miider miidest-
3. jlinger | jlingst-
4, besser best—

5. wirmer wirmst-

6. grésser grosst—

7. dunkler dunkelst-

8. drmer drmst-

9. kdlter kdltest—
10, saurer - sauerst-
11, dlter dltest-
12, b&ser bosest~
13. langer: langst—~
14, interessanter

interessantest-
15. kiirzer kiirzest-
16, teurer teuverst-

START TH< TAPE,
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Listen to the positive form of each of the adjectives
below, then say the positive, comparative, and super-
lative forms aloud. For example:

You see and hear: gross

You say: gross, grosser, grosst-

* You hear (as confirmation): gross, grosser,
grosst-.

1. sauer

3, teuer

4, lang
5. arm
6. gut

7. bbse

8. dunkel

9, hoch

':f_  f?]ﬂ££ Fj 10. interessant
11. warm
12. kalt
13. kurz

14, miide
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The next exercise combines both regular and irregular
forms. Write the comparative and superlative forms
on the lines provided:

POSITIVE - COMPARATIVE SUPERLATIVE

1. sauber

2. gut
3. interessant
4. jung

5. neu

6. gross

ik f fii; :f;i i ' 7. krank

8. dunkel

T

T

9, bise

10, teuer

11. freundlich

12, schmutzig

13. alt

TURN THE PAGE AND CHECK YOUR ANSWERS.

25-18




If

10,

11.

i2.

13.

you made any mistakes, write the correct German.

LT

sauberer sauberst-
besser , best-
interessanter
interessantest-
jinger jlingst-
neuer neust-
grdsser grosst—-
kridnker krinkst-
dunkler dunkelst-
béser bdsest—-
teurer ' teuerst-
freundlicher _
freundlichst-
schmutziger
schmutzigst-
dlter dltest-

'TURN THE PAGE.




POSITIVE COMPARATIVE SUPERLATIVE

14, nett

15. miide
16. lang
17. schon
18. kurz
19. warm

20. hoch

T
T

21. sauer

22, arm

23. kalt

24, reich

TURN THE PAGE AND CHECK YOUR ANSWERS.

25-20




If you made any mistakes, write the correct German.

14, netter » nettest-—
15, miider miidest~
16. : ldnger langst~
17. schéner schonst~
18. . kiirzer kiirzest-
19. wirmer widrmst—
20. h&éher hochst-
21. saurer sauerst—
22, drmer drmst-
23, kdlter kdltest-
24, reicher reichst-

START THE TAPE.
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Section 2

Comparative and Superlative of Predicate Adjectives




2. Comparative and Superlative of Predicate Adjectives

As mentioned at the beginning of the module, adjec-
tives used in a predicate adjective construction are
invariable, that is to say, they do not change their
form, regardless of the gender or number of the noun
to which they refer. This applies to comparative

and superlative forms, as well as to the positive

form of any adjective. We will first practice using

comparative forms in predicate adjective construc-
tions, and will then study the superlative.

Say the German for "Munich is big," using the adjec-
tive gross,

Say the German for "Berlin is bigger."

Keeping in mind that gender and number endings are
not used with predicate adjectives, regardless of
whether they are in positive, comparative, or super-
lative forms, say complete German sentences on the

basis of the English,
1. This wine is cheap, but that wine is cheaper.

Dieser Wein ist billig, aber jener Wein ist

2. This apartment‘is cheap, but that apartment is
cheaper.

Diese Wohnung ist billig, aber jene Wohnung

1St veus

3. This beer is cheap, but that beer is cheaper.

Dieses Bier ist billig, aber jenes Bier ist

s s e

4. These books are cheap, but those books are cheaper.
Diese Blicher sind billig, aber jene Biicher

sind ....




7 Fill in the blanks with the appropriate comparative
" form of the adjective. Note that both regular and
'~ irregular adjectives are used.

1. Berlin ist schdn, aber Miinchen ist .

2. Herr Meyer ist freundlich, aber seine Frau ist

3. Ein Mercedes ist teuer, aber ein Rolls Royce ist

_____ 4, Inge ist jung, aber Maria ist .

5. Professor Schulz ist nett, aber Professor.Meyer

ist .

6. In Kalifornien ist es warm, aber in Florida ist

es .

:;fo;fr%tf{gf;  52;' 7. Unser Nachbar ist sehr reich, aber Herr Rockefeller

ist .

8. Dieser Fluss ist lang, aber der Mississipi ist

9, Peters Auto ist schmutzig, aber Karls Sportwagen

ist .

TURN THE PAGE AND CHECK YOUR ANSWERS.
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If you made any mistakes, write the correct German.

1. schoner

2, freundlicher

3. teurer

4, jiinger

5. netter

6. wirmer

7. reicher

iiﬁff¥;g[¥f’fiiﬁ?;i 8. lidnger

9. schmutziger

START THE TAPE.
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Say the German, supplying the appropriate comparative
form of the adjective.

1. Meine Wohnung ist sauber, aber seine ist ....
2. Deine Schuhe sind schmutzig, aber unsere sind ....
3. Herr‘Meyer ist alt,'aber seine Frau ist ....
4. Mein Kleid ist schdn, aber ihr Kleid 1St vees

5. Euer Hund ist jung, aber unsere Katze iSt ....
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As the grammatical term would lead you to expect,
the most common use of the comparative form of
adjectives, in both English and German, is to express
some inequality between two elements appearing in the
sentence, For example:

Peter ist grésser als Hans,

(Peter is taller than Hans.)

Gestern war es kdlter als heute,

(Yesterday it was colder than today,)

In sentences of this type, the word als corresponds
to the English "than",

In sentences which €xpress equality between two
elements (thus using the positive form), the German
expression

§0 + adjective + wie

—

corresponds to the English "as + adjective + ag",
For example:

Peter ist so gross wie Hans.,

(Peter is as tall as Hans,)
Instead of using a comparative adjective form to

information by using a positive form together with
a negative expression such ag nicht., For example:

Hans ist nicht so gross wie Peter,

(Hans ist not as tall as Peter,)
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In summary:

Wein ist teurer als Bier.

(Wine 1s more expensive than beer.)

Wein ist so teuer wie Bier.

(Wine is as expensive as beer.)

Bier ist nicht so teuer wie Wein.

(Beer is not as expensive as wine.)







1.

“Y Fill in the blanks with the appropriate predicate
adjective form (positive or comparative) together
with any other necessary sentence elements, on the
basis of the given English.

His suit is not as expensive as my coat. (teuer)

Sein Anzug ist nicht

mein Mantel.
Munich is older than New York. (alt)

Miinchen ist New York.

Professor Schulz is as nice as Professor Meyer.
(nett)

Professor Schulz ist

Professor Meyer.
Mrs. Schmitt is not as rich as Mrs. Lange. (reich)

Frau Schmitt ist

Frau Lange.
Inge is smaller than Maria. (klein)

Inge ist Maria.

TURN THE PAGE AND CHECK YOUR ANSWERS.
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If you made any mistakes, write the correct German.

1. so teuer wie

2. dlter als

3. so nett wie

4, nicht so reich wie

5. kleiner als

TURN THE PAGE.




10.

This town is as interesting as Cologne.
(interessant)

Diese Stadt ist Kéln.

My Volkswagen is newer than his Mercedes. (neu)

Mein Volkswagen ist

sein Mercedes.

The food in this restaurant is better than in
that hotel. (gut)

Das Essen in diesem Restaurant ist

in jenem Hotel.

The cathedral of Cologne is taller than the
cathedral of Frankfurt. (hoch)

Per Kblner Dom ist der Dom

in Frankfurt.
Today it is as warm as yesterday. (warm)

Heute ist es gestern.

TURN THE PAGE AND CHECK YOUR ANSWERS.
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If you made any mistakes, write the correct German,

6. so interessant wie

7. neuer als

8. besser als

9. hbher als

10. so warm wie

START THE TAPE.
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Say complete German sentences, supplying the appro-
priate adjective form (positive or comparative)
together with any other necessary sentence elements,
on the basis of the given English.

Maria is younger than Karla. (jung)

Maria ist .... Karla.

His book is not as thick as this one. (dick)

Sein Buch ist nicht ... dieses.

In Italy the weather is better than in Germany.
(gut)

In Italien ist das Wetter .... in Deutschland.

These old houses are more beautiful* than the new
houses. (schon)

Diese alten Hiuser sind .... die neuen Hiuser.
This wine is not as sour as the wine you bought
yesterday. (sauer)

Dieser Wein ist nicht .... der Wein, den du

gestern gekauft hast.

*Note that German does not use the equivalent
of more (and most) as an adjective or adverb
modifier in Comparison constructions.
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6. This newspaper is more intere

sting than that
magazine, (interessant)

Diese Zeitung ist ++e. jene Zeitschrift,

7. Our dog is alwa

ys dirtier than our cat,
(schmutzig)

Unser Hund ist immer +e«. unsere Katze,

8. Karl is older than his sister, (alt)

Karl ist ,... seine Schwester,

9. The beer is not as cold as the wine, (kalt)

Das Bier ist nicht eee.. der Wein.

10.

Der Mississippi ist ++«. der Rhein,

The Mississippi is longer than the FRhine, (lang)



We will now consider the superlative form of the
predicate adjective. As is true of predicate
adjectives generally, the superlative form remains

the same regardless of the gender or number of the
noun to which it refers. However, in the superlative,
the single, invariable ending —en is added to the
base form, and in addition, the adjective is preceded
by the word am. For example, let us examine the

German equivalent of:
My house is biggest.
The base form of the superlative of the adjective

gross is grosst—, so you would add —en to this form
and also precede the adjective by the word am:

Mein Haus ist am grdssten.

How would you say:
His house is smallest

using the superlative form of the adjective klein?
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You would say:

Sein Haus ist am kleinsten.

that is to say, you would take the base superlative
form kleinst-, precede it by am, and add the ending
—E_I‘l. -

For each of the following base superlative forms, say
the superlative form as it would be used in a pred-
icate adjective construction. For example:

You see: best-

You say: am besten
1. sauberst-
2. interessantest-
3. miidest-
4, kdltest-
5. reichst-
6. teuerst-—
7. hdchst-

8. dunkelst-
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For each of the following positive. forms, write the
superlative form as it would be used in predicate
adjective constructions.

1. freundlich

2. kalt

3. warm

4., schon

5. schmutzig

6. krank

7. lang

8. bise

9. sauer

10. gross

11, teuer

TURN THE PAGE AND CHECK YOUR ANSWERS.
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If you made any mistakes, write the correct German.,

1., am freundlichsten

2, am ki3ltesten

3. am wirmsten

4, am schdnsten

5. am schmutzigsten

6. am krinksten

7. am lingsten

8. am bBsesten

9. am sauersten

10, am grdssten

11. am teuersten

TURN THE PAGE.
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16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

21.

sauber
nett
neu
reich
alt
arm
miide
gut
hoch
jung
kurz

interessant

TURN THE PAGE AND CHECK YOUR ANSWERS.




If you made any mistakes, write the correct German.

12,

13.

14,

15,

16,

17,

18,

19,

20,

21,

22,

23,

TURN

an

am

am

am

am

am

am

am

am

am

am

am

saubersten
[
nettesten
neusten
reichsten
dltesten
drmsten

miidesten

besten

h&chsten
jlngsten
kiirzesten

interessantesten

THE PAGE.




Fill in the blanks with the appropriate superlative
form, using the adjective in parentheses.

1. Alle diese Mintel sind zwar schon und warm, aber

der Mantel da ist . (billig)

2. Von allen meinen Schiilern ist Franz

. (intelligent)

S = 3. Deutschland hat viele alte Stédte, aber ich glaube

Trier ist . (alt)

4. Ich reise gern, aber zu Hause ist es

‘doch . (schon)

5. Von allen grossen Stddten ist Paris

. (interessant)

Celool 6. Mutter, bei dir ist es doch immer

. (nett)

7. Die ganze Woche haben wir schlechtes Wetter gehabt,

Aber am Montag war es . (kalt)

TURN THE PAGE AND CHECK YOUR ANSWERS.
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If you made any mistakes, write the correct German.

1. am billigsten

2. am intelligentesten

3. am Hltesten

4, am schénsten

5. am interessantesten

6. am nettesten

7. am kiltesten

START THE TAPE.
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The following exercise combines all the forms
studied in this section. Fill in the blanks with
the appropriate positive, comparative or superlative
form of the predicate adjective on the basis of the
given English, adding any other sentence elements
required.

1. Hans is younger than Paul. (jung)

Hans ist Paul.

2. Mr. Meyer is not as rich as Mr. Rockefeller.
(reich)

Herr Meyer ist nicht

Herr Rockefeller,

3. This wine is the most expensive.® (teuer)

Dieser Wein ist .

4. Today it is colder than yesterday. (kalt)

Heute ist es gestern.

5. Mr. Miller is friendlier than his wife.
(freundlich)

'f;ﬂfffffffjffﬂ;r Herr Miller ist seine
Frau.

TURN THE PAGE AND CHECK YOUR ANSWERS.

*Note that German does not use the equivalent of
most (and more) as an adjective or adverb
modifier in Comparison constructions.
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If you made any mistakes, write the correct German,

1. jlinger als

2. so reich wie

3. am teuersten

4, kdlter als

g : A 5. freundlicher als

TURN THE PAGE.
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6. Our children are cleanest in the mornings.
(sauber)

Unsere Kinder sind morgens .

7. Peter is not as old as Karl, (alt)

Peter ist nicht Karl.

8. In July it is warmer than in April. (warm)

Im Juli ist es im April.

9. In Germany the sky is not as blue as in
California. (blau)

In Deutschland ist der Himmel nicht

in Kalifornien.

10, Their apples are sourer than ours. (sauer)

Thre Apfel sind unsere.

TURN THE PAGE AND CHECK YOUR ANSWERS.
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If you made any mistakes, write the correct German,

6. am saubersten

7. so alt wie

8. wiArmer als

9. so blau wie

10. saurer als

START THE TAPE,




Say the German, filling in the blanks with the appro-
priate positive, comparative, or superlative form of
the predicate adjective on the basis of the given
English. Use the adjectives given in parentheses.

1. In New York the buildings are taller than in
Berlin. (hoch)

In New York sind die GebHude .... als in Berlin.

2. Mrs. Meyer is not as old as Mrs. Miller. (alt)l

Frau Meyer ist nicht .... Frau Miiller.

3. In December the days are shortest., (kurz)

Im Dezember sind die Tage «...

4. Your living room is darker than your kitchen,
(dunkel)

Euer Wohnzimmer ist .... eure Kiiche.

5. The second movie is more interesting than the
first movie. (interessant)

Der zweite Film ist .... der erste Film.

6. Hans is not as tired as Inge. (miide)

Hans ist nicht .... Inge.







Section 3

Comparative and Superlative of Descriptive Adjectives
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3. Comparative and
Superlative of Descriptive Adjectives

In the preceding section, you learned the comparative
and superlative "bage" forms of a number of adjectives
and used them in predicate adjective constructions,

In the case of the Superlative, you learned the
am/-en formula which is added to the base form in
Eﬁész~bonstructions. In no case was it necessary to
add special endings to reflecot the gender, case, or
number of the noun,

In this section, you will Practice the use of cop-
parative and superlative adjectives when they
precede the noun. As you will recall from Modules 14
and 15, adjectives Preceding a noun must use certain
endings appropriate to the gender, case, and number
of the noun to which they refer. In some instances,
different endings are used, depending on whether a
"der" word or a "kein" word brecedes the adjective,

rather than to the bositive base form which you
studied in Modules 14 and 15, Thus, when using a
comparative or Superlative adjective form you must

For example, Suppose you wanted to say the German
equivalent of:

Mr, Meyer is buying a bigger house,
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The base form of the comparative of gross is grdsser,
to which you would add the proper ending, —es (neuter,
singular, accusative; adjective preceded by a "kein"
word):

Herr Meyer kauft ein grisseres Haus.

As another example, consider the German equivalent
of:

The cheapest wine comes from California,

What is the base form of the superlative of billig?
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The base form of the superlative is billi

gst—,
to which you would add the proper ending, ~e (mascuy-
line, singular, nominative):

Der billigste Wein kommt aus Kalifornien,
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Fill in the appropriate comparative form of the adjec-
tive on the basis of the positive form given below.

1. Hans kauft einen teuren Sportwagen.

Hans kauft einen Sportwagen.

2. Die saubere Wohnung gefdllt mir besser.

Die Wohnung gefdllt mir besser.

3, Wir helfen den armen Frauen gern.

Wir helfen den Frauen gern,

k3f” 'f}' Sl o 4, Fdhrst du mit dem grossen Auto?

Fihrst du mit dem Auto?

5. Die Mutter legt das kleine Kind aufs Sofa.

Die Mutter legt das Kind aufs Sofa.

6. Ich mdchte einen warmen Mantel kaufen.

Ich mSchte einen Mantel kaufen.

7. Wir gehen nie durch die dunklen Strassen.

Wir gehen nie durch die Strassen,

”lfi  g 8. Einen hohen Berg habe jch noch nie gesehen.,

Einen Berg habe ich noch nie gesehen.

9. Nichstes Mal bestellen wir einen guten Wein,

Nichstes Mal bestellen wir einen Wein.

TURN THE PAGE AND CHECK YOUR ANSWERS.
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If you made any mistakes, write the correct German,

1. teureren

2, sauberere

3. drmeren

4. grésseren

5. kleinere

6. wirmeren

7. dunkleren

8. hoheren

9. besseren

TURN THE PAGE.




10. Die schmutzigen Kleider miissen wir noch einmal

waschen.

Die Kleider miissen wir noch

. einmal waschen.

11. Die reichen Amerikaner verbringen den Winter in

Florida.

Die Amerikaner verbringen den

Winter in Florida.

12. Die jungen Hunde spielen gern im Garten.

Die Hunde spielen gern im Garten,

13. Die neuen Wohnungen haben alle warmes and kaltes

Wasser.

Die Wohnungen haben alle warmes

und kaltes Wasser.

TURN THE PAGE AND CHECK YOUR ANSWERS.
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If you made any mistakes, write the correct German,

10. schmutzigeren

11. reicheren

12, jiingeren

13. neueren

START THE TAPE,




Say complete German sentences, supplying the appro-
priate comparative form of the adjective on the basis
of the positive form given in the sentences below.

1. Ich helfe der alten Dame liber die Strasse. - ,i¢

Ich helfe der .... Dame iliber die Strasse.

2. Wir zeigen dem Soldaten einen kurzen Weg.

Wir zeigen dem Soldaten einen .... Weg.

3. Herr Miller mochte gern ein grosses Haus kaufen.

PR ‘v   jvr:2 Herr Miller mdchte gern ein .... Haus kaufen.

4, Zeigen Sie mir bitte die billigen Anziige!

Zeigen Sie mir bitte die .... Anziige!

5. Karl geht heute mit einer netten Schiilerin ins
Kino.

Karl geht heute mit einer .... Schiilerin ins Kino.

'*{f;!gffifyj;}g S ’:f'x’iﬁ 6. Die billigen Apfel kann man nicht essen.

Die .... Apfel kann man nicht essen.

7. Haben Sie kein interessantes Buch fiir mich?

Haben Sie kein .... Buch fiir mich?

8. Den freundlichen Leuten helfen wir gern.

Den .... Leuten helfen wir gern.

9. Der lange Brief ist von meinen Eltern.

Der .... Brief ist von meinen Eltern.
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10. Die kleinen Kinder dii¥fen im Garten spielen.

Die .... Kinder diirfen im Garten spielen,

11. Gib mir das saubere Glas!

Gib mir das .... Glas!

12. Herr Miller will den alten Volkswagen verkaufen,

Herr Miller will den ..., Volkswagen verkaufen.




Fill in the blanks with the appropriate superlative
form of the adjective on the basis of the positive
form shown. For example:

You see: Hans kauft sich das teure Auto.

You write: Hans kauft sich das teuerste Auto.

1. Herr Miller trinkt immer den billigen Wein.

Herr Miiller trinkt immer den Wein.

2. Frau Schulz geht mit ihrer jungen Tochter zum Arzt.

Frau Schulz geht mit ihrer __ Tochter

zum Arzt.

3. Ingrid bringt immer die interessanten

Zeitschriften mit.

Ingrid bringt immer die

Zeitschriften mit.
4. Wir sind auf den hohen Berg gestiegen.

Wir sind auf den Berg gestiegen.

5. Die sauberen Kinder brauchen sich nicht zu

.waschen.

Die Kinder brauchen sich nicht zu

waschen.

TURN THE PAGE AND CHECK YOUR ANSWERS.
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If you made any mistakes, write the correct German,

1. billigsten

2, jlingsten

3. interessantesten

4. hdchsten

"A;’~~; ' ; ll-w'f :', ' S 5. saubersten

.TURN THE PAGE,
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6. Wir trinken den warmen Kaffee.
Wir trinken den Kaffee.
7. Ist das die neue Zeitung?

Ist das die Zeitung?

8. Peter zeigt uns den kurzen Weg zum Kino.
Peter zeigt uns den Weg zum Kino.

9., Die Eltern schenken dem guteﬁ Kind einen Ball.

Die Eltern schenken dem Kind einen

Ball.

10. Paul und Karl miissen durch die dunkle Strasse

nach Hause gehen.

Paul und Karl miissen durch die

Strasse nach Hause gehen.

11. Die reichen Amerikaner haben grossé Hiuser in

Florida.

Die : Amerikaner haben grosse H&duser

——————

:.;;Ef1 fi~f;;i;5i;fiftii77 in Florida.

12. Ich sehe mir die alten Kirchen an.
Ich sehe mir die Kirchen an.

TURN THE PAGE AND CHECK YOUR ANSWERS.




If you made any mistakes, write the correct Gérman.

6. wirmsten

7. neuste

8. kiirzesten

9. besten

10. dunkelste

11. reichsten

12. dltesten

START THE TAPE,
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Say complete German sentences, supplying the appro-
priate superlative form of the adjective.

1. Die Soldaten geben den armen Kindern etwas zu

essen.

Die Soldaten geben den .... Kindern etwas zu essen.

2. Den netten Lehrer laden wir zum Essen ein,

Den .... Lehrer laden wir zum Essen ein.

3. Herr Meyer hat das grosse Haus in Berlin gekauft,

Herr Meyer hat das .... Haus in Berlin gekauft.

4. Das kleine Kind muss zu Hause bleiben.

Das .... Kind muss zu Hause bleiben.

5. Wir waschen die schmutzigen Apfel.

Wir waschen die .... Apfel.

6. Der Offizier lédsst die miiden Soldaten im Auto

fahren.

Der Offizier ldsst die .... Soldaten im Auto

fahren.
.”g t?f"5;jf; ;1¢f¥ﬂ, S 7. Warum trinkt Karl immer den sauren Wein?
Warum trinkt Karl immer den .... Wein?

8. Dieses ist das neue Buch, das ich gelesen habe,

Dieses ist das .... Buch, das ich gelesen habe.
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4. Comparison of Adverbs

The preceding sections have dealt with the comparative
and superlative forms of adjectives, both in predicate
adjective constructions and as descriptive adjectives
preceding the nouns to which they refer. 1In this
‘section, you will learn the comparative and super-
lative forms of adverbs, that is to say, words which
modify verbs rather than nouns, as in the following
English examples:

Paul runs fast.

("Fast" refers to the verb "run," and "modifies" or
gives more information about the verb,)

We often go to the movies.
("Often" modifies the verb "go," and gives more in-

formation about the frequency of the "going.")

The adverbs in the two examples above are in the
positive form. It is also possible to have compar-
tive or superlative adverb forms, as in:

Paul runs faster than Sam. (comparative)
or:

Of all the boys in the class, Paul runs

fastest. (superlative)

The positive and superlative forms of German adverbs .
follow the same patterns you have already learned
in the case of predicate adjectives. Specifically,
the comparative form of the adverb is obtained by
adding -er to the base (positive) form, and the
superlative is obtained by placing am immediately
before the positive form adverb and adding the
invariable ending -sten (or in some cases, —esten).
Some adverbs change their stem vowel to umlaut in
the comparative and superlative, and some have
completely irregular forms.,
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In the next pages, we will work with the following
adverbs. Listen and repeat:

POSITIVE COMPARATIVE SUPERLATIVE

‘schnell schneller am schnellsten

(fast, quickly) (faster, etc.) (fastest, etc.)
langsam (slowly) langsamer am langsamsten

spit (late) spdter am spitesten
(note —esten ending)

lange (long ldnger am ldngsten
[of time])
gut (well) besser am besten
viel mehr am meisten
(much; a lot) (more) (most)

The adverb gern adds the quality of "liking" or
"preferring" to the verb it modifies, as in:

Ich esse gern Kuchen. (I like [to eat] cake.)
Ich esse lieber Eis. (I prefer [to eat] ice cream.)

Ich esse am liebsten Kaviar. (I like [to eat]
caviar best.)

Study these adverb forms thoroughly, then turn the
page for exercises using them.




Write the comparative and the superlative forms of
the adverbs below.

1., langsam

2. schnell

3. gut

4. gern

6. viel

7. spit
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If you made any mistakes, write the correct German.

1. langsamer am langsamsten
2. schneller | am schnellsten
3. besser am besten |

4, lieber am liebsten

5. langer am lingsten

6. mehr am meisten

7. spiter am spdtesten

START THE TAPE.
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Say the comparative and the superlatlve forms of
the adverbs below.

1, viel

2, lange
3. langsam
4, spit

5. gern

6. gut ;

7. schnell
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Write complete German sentences, supplying the
appropriate comparative form of the adverb on the
basis of the positive form given below.

1. The Mercedes runs fast, but the Porsche runs
faster.

Der Mercedes fihrt schmell, aber der Porsche

fahrt K

2. I like to drink coffee, but I prefer tea.

Kaffee trinke ich gern, aber Tee trinke ich

3. This bus runs slowly but the other one runs
even more slowly.

Dieser Bus fihrt langsam, aber der andere fahrt

noch .

4. Inge sings pretty well, but Helga sings better.

Inge singt ja ganz gut, aber Helga singt

TURN‘THE PAGE AND CHECK YOUR ANSWERS.

25-69




If you made any mistakes, write the correct German.

1. schneller

2. lieber

3. langsamer

4, besser

TURN THE PAGE.
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5, Peter always comes late to school, but Hans comes
even later. ' ' ‘

Peter kommt immer zu spdt zur Schule, aber Hans

kommt noch .
6. Mr. Meyer smokes a lot, but Mr. Miiller smokes more.

Herr Meyer raucht viel, aber Herr Miiller raucht

7. Peter worked a long time today, but Max worked
even longer.

Peter hat heute lange gearbeitet, aber Max hat noch

gearbeitet.

TURN THE PAGE AND CHECK YOUR ANSWERS.
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If you made any mistakes, write the correct German,

5. spiter

6. mehr

7. linger

TURN THE PAGE,
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Write complete German sentences, supplying the
-appropriate superlative form of the adverb.

1. Hans trinkt gern Wein.

Hans trinkt Wein.

9. Der Mercedes fihrt schnell.

Der Mercedes fdhrt : .
3. Paul hat heute lange gearbeitet.

Paul hat heute

gearbeitet.

4., Dieser Bus fdhrt langsam.

L LR Dieser Bus fahrt - .
5. Herr und Frau Miller bleiben gern zu Hause.

Herr und Frau Miller bleiben

zu Hause.

6. Dieser Film gefdllt mir immer noch éut.

Dieser Film gefdllt mir immer noch

7. Im Winter regnet es in Deutschland viel.

Im Winter regnet es in Deutschland

TURN THE PAGE AND CHECK YOUR ANSWERS.
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If you made any mistakes, write the correct German,

1. am liebsten

2, am schnellsten

'3, am ldngsten

4. am langsamsten

5. am liebsten

6. am besten

. 7. am meisten

START THE TAPE.




Say complete German sentences on the basis of the
given English. Note that positive, comparative, and
superlative adverb forms are used.

" 1. This bus does not rum as fast as that one.

Dieser Bus fahrt nicht .... jener..

2. Hans intends to come later.

Hans will .... kommen.

3. Mr. Meyer smokes more than his wife.

- Herr Meyer raucht .... seine Frau.

4. The bus is arriving later today than yesterday.

Der Bus. kommt heute vee.. gestern an.

5. Mrs. Schulz likes strong coffee,
Frau Schulz trinkt .... starken Kaffee.

6. This plane flies slower than the new planes.

Dieses Flugzeug fliegt .... die neuen Flugzeuge.

7. Karl doesn't work as much as Hans.

Karl arbeitet nicht .... Hams.
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8. These cars run slowly but that old Ford runs
slowest.

Diese Autos fahren langsam, aber jener alte

Ford fihrt ....

‘9, Maria and Hau. dance well, but Inge dances better.

Maria und Hans tanzen gut, aber Inge tanzt ,...

10. I prefer wine to beer.

Ich trinke Wein .... Bier.
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Test




Module 25

Test

Say complete German sentences, supplying the appro-
Priate comparative form of the adjective appearing
in the first part of the sentence,

1. Meine Wohnung ist teuer, aber seine ist ....

7f ff5¢>'  f?ugfﬁ;f _ 2. Dieses Haus ist hoch, aber jenes Gebdude dort
ist * e 00 »

3. Frau Miller ist arm, aber ihre Nachbarin ist ...,

4. In der Kiiche ist es warm, aber im Wohnzimmer ist

es ss e e

5. Dieses Restaurant ist schon, aber das in Miinchen

ist ....




Say cbmplete German sentences, supplying the appro-
priate superlative form of the adjective.

1. Hast du schon den neuen Film gesehen?

Hast du schon den .... Film gesehen?

2. Herr Schulz zeigt den netten Schiilern die Stadt.

Herr Schulz zeigt den .... Schiilern die Stadt.
3, Ist das dein guter Anzug?
Ist das dein .... Anzug?

o  “13 1 4. Wir verkaufen unser schones Bild.

Wir verkaufen unser .... Bild.

5, Herr Miiller besucht seinen reichen Freund.

Herr Miiller besucht seinen .... Freund.
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Say complete German sentences, supplying the appro-
priate positive, comparative, or superlative form of
the adverb shown or implied in the English sentence.
Add any other necessary sentence elements.

1. For Hans we always wait longest.

Auf Hans warten wir immer ceen

2. I smoke more than my wife. .

Ich rauche .... meine Frau.

3. Mr. Meyer prefers tea to coffee.

Herr Meyer trinkt Tee .... Kaffee.

4. Inge doesn't write as well as she speaks.

Inge schreibt nicht .... sie spricht.

5. This bus runs fastest.

Dieser Bus fihrt ....

.6. You can tell me that later.

Das kannst du mir .... sagen.
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Fill in the blanks with the appropriate comparative
form of the adjective shown in the first sentence.

]..

7ieh doch heute den warmen Mantel an!

Zieh doch heute den Mantel an!

Das teure Auto gefdllt mir besser.

Das Auto gefillt mir besser.

Die Soldaten geben den armen Kindern Kleider und

Essen.

Die Soldaten geben den Kindern

Kleider und Essen.
Der kleine Bruder von Hans geht schon zur Schule.

Der Bruder von Hans geht schon zur

Schule.
Peter sucht einen kurzen Weg an den Strand.

Peter sucht einen Weg an den

Strand.
Hast du kein interessantes Buch im Haus?

Hast du kein Buch im Haus?

TURN THE. PAGE.




Fill in the blanks with the appropriate comparative
form of the adjective shown in the first sentence,

1. Zieh doch heute den warmen Mantel ant!
Zieh doch heute den wdrmeren  Mantel an!

2. Das teure Auto gefdllt mir besser.

Das 1o)peye Auto gef#llt mir besser.

3. Die Soldaten geben den armen Kindern Kleider und
Essen,

Die Soldaten geben den Jgrmeren Kindern
Kleider und Essen.

4. Der kleine Bruder von Hans geht schon zur Schule.

Der kleinere Bruder von Hans geht schon zur
Schule,

5. Peter sucht einen kurzen Weg an den Strand.

Peter sucht einen %kirzeren Weg an den
Strand.

6. Hast du kein interessantes Buch im Haus?

Hast du kein Znteressanteres Buch im Haus?

TURN THE PAGE.
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Fill in the blanks with the appropriate superlative
form of the adjective on the basis of the given
English.

1. This suit is cheapest. (billig)

Dieser Anzug ist .

2. In June the days are longest. (lang)

Im Juni sind die Tage .

3. Of all my students, Hugo is the most intelligent.
Von allen meinen Schiilern ist Hugo

e 4. Which meovie is the most interesting? (interessant)

Welcher Film ist ?

5. This picture is the most beautiful, (schon)

Dieses Bild ist .

TURN THE PAGE,

25-83




Fill in the blanks with the appropriate superlative
form of the adjective on the basis of the given
English.

1. This suit is cheapest, (billig)

Dieser Anzug ist am billigsten .

2. In June the days are longest. (lang)

Im Juni sind die Tage am lLdngsten .

3. 0f all my students, Hugo is the most intelligent.
Von allen meinen Schiilern ist Hugo

am intelligentesten .

4, Which movie is the most interesting? (interessant)

Welcher Film ist am interessantesten ?

5. This picture is the most beautiful. (schén)

Dieses Bild ist am schonsten .

TURN THE PAGE.
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Fill in the blanks with the -appropriate positive

or comparative form of the adjective on the basis
of the given English. Add any other necessary sen-
tence elements.

1. This bedroom is darker than the living room.
(dunkel)

Dieses Schlafzimmer ist das

Wohnzimmer.

2. Mr. Meyer is not as old as his wife. (alt)

Herr Meyer ist nicht seine

Frau.

3. Inge is nicer than Maria. (nett)

Inge ist Maria.
4. Berlin is not as beautiful as Paris. (schon)
Berlin ist nicht Paris.

5. Our wine is sourer than yours. (sauer)

Unser Weln ist eurer.

L e T ’ﬂ;fﬂ ‘ 6. Mr. Rockefeller is as rich as Mr. Onassis. (reich)

Herr Rockefeller ist

Herr Onassis.

TURN THE PAGE.




Fill in the blanks with the appropriate positive

. . . o

or comparative form of the adjective on the basis
—to-atlve

of the given English. Add any other necessary sen-
tence elements,

1. This bedroom is darker

than the living room.
(dunkel)

Dieses Schlafzimmer ist dunkler als

das
Wohnzimmer,
2. Mr. Meyer is not as old as his wife. (alt)
Herr Meyer ist nicht so qlt wie seine

Frau.

3. Inge is nicer than Maria, (nett)

Inge ist netter als Maria,

4. Berlin is not as beautiful as Paris, (schén)

Paris,

Berlin ist nicht so schén wie
5. Our wine is sourer than yours. (sauer)

Unser Wein ist saurer qls eurer.

6. Mr. Rockefeller ‘is as rich as Mr. Onassis. (reich)‘

Herr Rockefeller ist so reich wie
Herr Onassis.

TURN THE PAGE.




Fill in the blanks with the positive, comparative, or
superlative form of the adverb shown. in the English
sentence. Add any other necessary sentence elements.

1. Inge dances well but Maria dances better.

Inge tanzt gut, aber Maria tanzt

2. Lilo prefers wine to beer.

Lilo trinkt Wein' | | Bier.

3. Peter works slowest of us all.

Peter arbeitet ' von uns allen,

4. Mrs. Meyer reads faster than her husband.”.

Frau Meyer liest ihr Mann.

5. Karl eats a lot, but Otto eats more.

Karl isst viel, aber Otto isst .

6. Peter has been waiting longest of us all.

Peter hat, : von uns allen

5f§ff;f¥f;‘ gewartet.

7. Hans runs as fast as Peter.

Hans 1l3duft . Peter.

END OF TEST.




Fill in the blanks with the positive, comparative, or
superlative form of the adverb shown in the English
sentence. Add any other necessary sentence elements.

1. Inge dances well but Maria dances better.

Inge tanzt gut, aber Maria tanzt besser e

2, Lilo prefers wine to beer.

Lilo trinkt Wein lieber als Bier,

3. Peter works slowest of us all.

Peter arbeitet gy Langsamsten von uns allen.

4. Mrs. Meyer reads faster than her husband,

Frau Meyer liest gohneller als ihr Mann.

5. Karl eats a lot, but Otto eats more.,
Karl isst viel, aber Otto isst mehr .
6. Peter has been waiting longest of us all.

Peter hat am ldngsten von uns allen gewartet.

7. Hans runs as fast as Peter,

Hans 1lduft so schnell wie Peter.

END OF TEST.
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